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_______________________________________________________________________________________________

WOLVES IN SHEPHERDS’ CLOTHING ?

F
rom Her very beginning the whole Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church has recognised the God-given Authority of the Bishop of Rome. 'Rome has spoken, the matter is closed' (Roma locutus est, causa finita est) has long been our safeguard in times of confusion.  That is until now in this country.  Today in England and Wales the bishops appear to be in open rebellion against the See of Rome.  This rebellion first consisted of ignoring, and sometimes ridiculing, solemn Vatican Documents. 

We all know the sad history of the Papal Encyclical Humanae Vitae and the price we are paying for ignoring it.  More recently the Documents which have also 'sunk without trace' in England and Wales, include the Instructions for the Laity approved by Pope John Paul II in 1997, which forbids the laity being designated Chaplains; preaching the Homily at Sunday Mass; cleansing the Chalice after Mass; or distributing Holy Communion when a priest who can distribute it is present.  However, because they are ignored by our bishops, these rules are continuously flouted, sometimes even by the bishops themselves.  For example, Bishop Dunn of Hexham and Newcastle recently invited a layman (who is also a Protestant, the Anglican 'Bishop' Wright) to preach at a Mass he was celebrating!  The beautiful Encyclical on the Blessed Eucharist, Ecclesia de Eucharistia, written in 2003 to correct "unacceptable doctrine and practice" has also been ignored.  As a result, we still have Catholics receiving 'communion' at non-Catholic services; attending Sunday ecumenical services in place of Mass; and going to lay-led Communion services on Sundays when they could travel to a Church where Mass is being offered.  And all because they have not been given the teaching from Rome.

Redemptionis Sacramentum, the Document specifically written in 2004 to correct many common liturgical abuses, has yet to be put into practice. This means that we still have Catholics moving around the church to give the Sign of Peace and priests leaving the Sanctuary to shake hands with the congregation - actions that are expressly forbidden.   Few, if any, priests tell their parishioners they must be in a state of Grace to receive Holy Communion, explaining what that means and encouraging them to go to Confession regularly.  We hear constantly of parishes where general Absolution is still given; parishes where children receive first Holy Communion without having previously received the Sacrament of Penance; priests who fail to wear  the appropriate vestments to offer Mass and priests who use their own words at Mass - altering the Liturgical texts. This last abuse was "most solemnly prohibited" yet we hear even Rectors of Seminaries sometimes use their own words at Masses offered in the presence of their students. 

Redemptionis Sacramentum ends by warning the bishops they have the responsibility to "issue norms" enforcing these liturgical rules, to "carefully investigate" any notice received of their violation and "that they are to be observed immediately by all concerned."  But sadly, two years later, we are still waiting for any of this to be enforced.  We all remember how Instrumentum laboris was buried in 2005 and we have yet to see whether the Concluding Document of the October Synod of Bishops will be implemented. But we are being taken even further from Rome.  Our bishops have now taken another, even more drastic, step away from Rome.  They have started to produce their own documents which, regretably, undermine or even contradict Vatican Documents and teaching.

Here are just a few examples:

· In 2005  H.E. Cardinal Arinze, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, gave us an excellent booklet available in English explaining the new General Instruction of the Roman Missal.  However, our bishops' response was to produce their own booklet entitled Celebrating the Mass. Among many serious discrepancies this booklet changes Cardinal Arinze’s instruction that Communicants must: "make an appropriate sign of reverence before receiving" to: "In England and Wales the act of walking in procession (i.e.queuing up) is a sufficient sign of reverence"; the rubric that the words of Consecration should be spoken especially clearly and distinctly is altered so they will be proclaimed in no special manner - a change which has deep theological significance; the word Consecration, frequently used by Cardinal Arinze, is mentioned only once by our bishops and then only in a heading;  and the Communion Plate, which Rome said must be used, doesn't even warrant a mention. 

· In November 2005 the Sacred Congregation for Education in Rome issued an important Document on the Criteria for discerning Vocations for those with homosexual tendencies.  Our bishops response was a 'Comment' which contradicts the Document on several important points, the most serious being that homosexual activity is merely "disordered". 

· Also in 2005 the bishops of England and Wales produced Diversity and Equality Guidelines.  This document is more politically correct than Catholic so it fails to support other European Conferences of Bishops who are trying to defend Catholic teaching in the face of recent legislation on 'gay marriages' etc. Sadly, this same document was used by the European Community's Commission of Experts to undermine the Slovak Bishops' attempts to secure a right of conscientious objection for Catholics in their country.

· Recently the Bishops' Conference of England and Wales together with the Bishops' Conference of Scotland have produced, jointly, a teaching document called The Gift of Scripture.  The most charitable comment we can make about this publication is that in earlier times it would surely have been placed on the Index of Forbidden Books!  Even The Times  greeted it with the headline: "Catholic Church no longer swears by Truth of the Bible" whilst the publication Evangelicals Now mocked us for having a "holey Bible"! 

The Gift of Scripture was written to commemorate the anniversary of the Vatican II Document on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum.  But, at times, it even misquotes the very Document it is commemorating.  For example, when it says that the "Bible teaches the truth God wished set down" instead of "….the books of Scripture firmly, faithfully and without error teach the truth God wished …."(Dei Verbum 11).  Then, of course, The Gift of Scripture goes on to list the errors our Bishops see in the Bible, replacing Catholic teaching with the Protestant  higher criticism Pope Leo XIII warned us in his Encyclical Providentissimus Deus could have such "evil consequences".  This latest document is so outrageous it has attracted criticism from faithful Catholics around the World. 

Several American scholars have reviewed the book, notably Professor Ronald Conte (www.catholicplanet.com) whose 28-page critique, listing the numerous Papal Encyclicals contradicted by  The Gift of Scripture ends with these desperately sad words:

" How did it happen that two Bishops' Conferences and two Cardinals published a so-called 'teaching document' which promotes outright heresy, is poorly written, is poorly documented, offers no new insights and does not criticise or rebuke any of the errors in modern Biblical scholarship?"   It is clear that  Professor Conte does not realise how serious the situation in this country is and of course he knows that the American Conference of Bishops could never have approved The Gift of Scripture as a teaching document.

Because the writers apparently received a letter from someone in the Congregation for Bishops giving them permission to publish, they claim to "have the approval of the Holy See". On the strength of this, Mgr Andrew Summerskill, General Secretary of the Bishops Conference of England and Wales, insists that the document "fully conforms to the teaching of the Magisterium". Our Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Faustino Sainz Munoz, is also assuring correspondents that this revolutionary new teaching on the Bible "has the approval of the Holy See".

However, informed Catholics know that a document which contradicts truths which the official Magisterium of the Church has taught universally and consistently for centuries, cannot also come from the Magisterium.  The Holy Spirit does not contradict Himself!

As Mgr John McCarthy, J.C.D., S.T.D., Editor of Living Tradition published by the Roman Theological Forum, writes at the conclusion of his seven-page critique (www.rtforum.org):
"The Gift of Scripture…depends largely on sources…that do not represent the teaching of the Church…The Document seems to me to represent the current opinions of a select group of Catholic  biblical scholars who have the confidence of the teaching office of the Episcopal Conferences of England Wales and Scotland but which opinions do not represent the perennial teaching of the Universal Church." 

How has this disaster happened ?  There are probably several contributory causes. It could be partly the "widespread religious ignorance" the Pope speaks about so fervently, combined with a misplaced zeal for ecumenism which 'dumbs down' Catholic truths in an attempt to put us all on the same level.  When this leads to playing down the teaching that Catholics must have close ties to Rome, it tends to make our bishops feel closer to their Protestant friends than they are to their Catholic brothers in Rome. 

Putting it in context.  All this is in addition to the bishops’ silence in the face of media attacks; their support for CAFOD in spite of its stance on condoms; their efforts to cut the number of Masses offered in our parishes, even before this becomes necessary - efforts most noticeable in the diocese of Middlesbrough where Bishop Crowley has been reported as saying 'There are vastly too many Masses in my diocese"; and, most worrying of all, their absolute refusal to allow the Catholic Faith in its fullness to be taught in their schools. 

Considering such a sad catalogue of rebellion is it any wonder that we find ourselves asking if they are wolves in Shepherds' clothing ?
AND THE CONSEQUENCES ARE …………………

Inevitably such serious betrayal by our Leaders is bound to have consequences for their flocks. Statistics show just how far-reaching and various these consequences are.  There is not space here to cover them all so we will mention just two which cause major concern. 

One is that dissent within the Church is allowed to continue uncorrected, even when it will cause scandal, confusion and serious sin.  For instance, on January 15th 2006 The Catholic Times published a report that Father Kevin Kelly, a priest of Liverpool Archdiocese, had written an article teaching that it is no longer a sin for couples to live together as man and wife without being married. Now a month has passed and although we and others have written to the Most Reverend Patrick Kelly, Archbishop of Liverpool, neither he nor His Excellency the Apostolic Nuncio has corrected this false teaching publicly. This means that our poorly instructed young people will go badly astray and good priests, parents and teachers will be unable to guide them correctly.  

When we obtained the text of Fr Kelly’s article we found that he considered living in sin could even be an "Occasion of Grace" and he obtained his authority for this revolutionary idea from the writings of two Protestants and his own feelings!  So much for the natural law, and the universally consistent teaching of the Church for two thousand years.

Then again, a Redemptorist priest, Father Tony Flannery (59) has written a book demanding that general Absolution be given to everyone twice a year because people no longer go to Confession as they did for so many centuries. The revealing title of his book is: 

Keeping the Faith - Church of Rome or Church of Christ? 

And here is another instance of blatant poison being fed to their sheep without any hindrance from our Shepherds.  The leaflet which accompanies the Miraculous Medal once quoted seventeen words from the Papal definition, Ineffabilis Deus, explaining  what Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception means.  Now, the leaflet merely states that it means: "she was full of all the graces that are especially a woman’s - graciousness, refinement, warmth, sympathy and understanding and generosity…".  We are sure she is, but the point Our Lady was making, repeated later to St.Bernadette, was that she is unique in being Immaculately Conceived and no-one has the right to deny this, even implicitly. It seems that no matter how damaging dissent within the Church is now, no bishop anywhere will bother to correct it, which leaves well-intentioned but poorly instructed Catholics confused and divided.  If we allow this situation to continue, the Catholic Church will eventually be split into 30,000 factions all believing and behaving differently, just as Protestant bodies do today.

The other  particularly tragic instance is that the bishop's gross dereliction of duty over the religious instruction in Catholic schools  has produced such an unprecedented scarcity of priestly vocations.  Youngsters who are taught a vague set of ideas, instead of the revealed truths of the Faith, will not be inspired or even equipped to live Catholic lives, let alone become priests.  The bishops are reaping the famine they themselves caused, from the late nineteen-sixties onwards, by consistently enforcing false catechetics on their schools. 

Every diocese is now planning for 2010 when we will have far fewer priests and many that we do have will be elderly.  The diocese of Arundel and Brighton is probably fairly typical.  Fifty years ago, when it was part of Southwark Archdiocese, it was served by 836 priests and their numbers were then steadily rising, reaching a peak in the mid-nineteen sixties.  Now the same area is covered by only 466 priests and their number is steadily falling.  It is predicted that, by 2010, the Arundel and Brighton diocese will be reduced from 112 priests to 92 many of whom will be elderly.  The response to this is 'clustering' of parishes, but other dioceses are even worse off.

Bishop Crowley has announced that in Middlesbrough Diocese he is closing two thirds of his present parishes and drastically reducing the number of Masses offered.   Perhaps the most disturbing instance is the  Archdiocese of Liverpool.  It was here that 'modern catechetics' was first fully implemented under Father Anthony Bullen and it is here that the crisis in priestly vocations and corresponding 'cuts' are most drastic. The plan is to divide Liverpool up into "pastoral centres" - each with four priests and  20,000 Catholics. As one worried priest confided to us, this will mean a funeral every day and, with the travelling involved, not much time for anything else.  

Unless firm action is taken now, every other diocese will follow Liverpool down this road to extinction, but there is a solution.  A very simple solution……..

Our bishops could bring Catholic priests from Eastern Europe, Africa or Asia who would stay for a while before being replaced by others, or alternatively use English priests from the Priestly Faternity of St Peter, or The Institute of Christ the King as America has.  Sadly, however, our bishops have steadfastly refused to do either.  Unbelievably, our Shepherds  would rather deprive their flocks of the Holy Mass and the Sacraments than make use of good Catholic priests who are anxious and ready to help. They must be made to see that without these priests the outlook for us, our children and our grandchildren is very bleak. Our only hope is that Rome will intervene and insist that priests are brought in.   But Rome will intervene only if we all implore their help.  It is the duty and responsibility of each and every one of us to do so - and to do so without delay!

Let us be under no illusion about the outcome if we fail to act now! 

STILL EDUCATION, EDUCATION…In spite of our protests and the dossier we sent to four Vatican Congregations, our bishops still plan to open our Catholic schools to those of other faiths and use Anglicans  to teach R.E.to them all together!  We understand that we need to open our schools to others as Catholics now have so few children we cannot hope to fill the large schools we built in the sixties, but we should do as the Jews do in this situation and insist the Catholic faith is taught to Catholic pupils separately and only by informed and practising Catholics.  "Our Lady of Fatima" Senior school in Liverpool has already re-opened with the more ecumenically acceptable name "St Francis of Assisi College" and  appointed an Anglican lady vicar as 'Chaplain'.  It seems unlikely that the Religious Syllabus taught to this mixed group, which has been accepted by the Anglican 'Bishop', is faithful to The Catechism of the Catholic Church.   Other schools are in the pipeline even though these schools were built, often at great personal sacrifice by our Catholic forebears, to teach Catholic Doctrine and Morals clearly and without any ambiguity.  Only this way will Catholic youngsters know and love the Faith well enough to live good Catholic lives leading them to Heaven.  If all these schools do now is teach a watered-down version  of the Faith, acceptable to all shades of unbelievers, our youngsters will only learn Indifferentism and feel they can choose any  belief which seems easiest.  Parents who care about the faith of their children should not use such schools.  The situation is further complicated by the statement signed recently by representatives of Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism and Catholicism which announces that all children in their schools will have been taught the tenets of these six beliefs by the age of fourteen.  Father Joseph Quigley, National Advisor for Catechetics, assured me on the phone that in our schools Catholicism will be taught as the only revealed Truth and all others as mere beliefs, but the situation needs watching in your local schools. Tahir Alam, chairman of the Muslim Council of Great Britain, is quoted in The Tablet (25.2.2006.) as saying 'the guidelines are not statutory'.  So why has our Cardinal signed them?  Oremus
Dear Friends,                                                                 March  2006

I feel I owe you an apology as there has been no 'Flock' since last September. This is because we are holding a Faith of our Fathers' Conference later this year, the tenth anniversary of our first Conference when Mother Angelica spoke so inspiringly.

Though we subsidise every Conference, costs are now so high we are likely to have a bigger-than-usual deficit.  So, we decided we must make economies somewhere and by eliminating our January issue we have saved about £1,200 which will help towards  the cost of hiring the two halls, the (compulsory) stewards and security staff, publicity and printing costs, and the fares and fees for our speakers. 

The 2006 Faith of our Fathers' Conference will take place on Saturday 27th May, the Feast of St Augustine of Canterbury, in Central Hall-Westminster, as usual. It will start at 10 a.m. and  be closed by 6 p.m.  The tickets cost £10 each and they will admit you to the Lecture Hall, which seats 450 people, where the talks will be given, and to the Library in the same corridor which will house the stalls for forty Catholic Apostolates.  The theme of this Conference is "Teaching Truth and Correcting Error". There will be talks on the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Blessed Sacrament and the Sacrament of Penance, in line with the Bishops' Synod in Rome last October. 

We have obtained excellent speakers including Father Francis Mardsen, Raymond de Souza (from the United States) who lectures for Mother Angelica on EWTN and John Gunn of The Catholic Action Group.  Michael Akerman and I will also contribute and we plan a Question Time in the afternoon chaired by David Foster. The panel of speakers will address written  questions sent in by you before the Conference or written during the lunch break.

As numbers are so limited, I suggest you write for your ticket(s) now, enclosing a Cheque/Postal Order for £10 made out to 'Faith of our Fathers' (together with a stamped addressed envelope, please) and, if you like, a question relevant to our theme. Send your request to me at 4, Fife Way, Gt. Bookham, Surrey KT23 3PH, or to Michael Akerman at The Granaries, Crews Hill, Enfield, Middlesex  EN2 9BB.

Reading the first few pages of this issue of The Flock it must seem  that the most worrying problem we face in this country is uncorrected dissent within the Church, but we feel that even more serious than that is what Pope Benedict XVI calls the "widespread religious ignorance" now to be found among Catholics of all ages. After all, it is only because so many Catholics seem to be unaware of Church teaching that the rogue documents from our bishops, the dubious parish schemes they foist on us and the errors taught in so many parishes and schools are accepted without an outcry.

As one of the speakers said at the October Synod in Rome: "The reality is that huge numbers of Catholics today have no knowledge of the Doctrinal principles they profess.  It is now essential to give the lay faithful basic doctrinal, ethical and moral formation and to teach them the importance of belonging to the unique Church of Christ, of being a Catholic."   This was said by Leonardo Casco of Honduras and no bishop demurred. This is why our Conference this year will be a teaching one and will ensure that the formation is faithful to The Catechism of the Catholic Church, and the new Compendium.  It will also be given by Catholics who understand, subscribe to, and love all the teachings of the Church. 

Beware of  Schemes written by unbelievers and above all, beware of the small 'faith sharing' groups so popular nowadays.  I remember belonging to such a group in 1988 when Bishop Cormac, now Cardinal, Murphy-O'Connor introduced RENEW into my diocese.  Everyone in the group aired their own ideas, many of them very far from the truth, and even if someone happened to be present who knew better, they were not allowed to correct anything.  It really was  "the blind leading the blind" that Our Lord Himself warned us to avoid.  

Widely-published statistics show that, in fact, RENEW resulted in a drastic decline in practice - a decline from which we have never recovered.  This was because Catholics were confused by the strange 'human teachings' they were given in place of the Divinely revealed truths of the Catholic Faith which the Church was commissioned to teach.  We should each inform ourselves about the Faith from reliable sources like the Catechism and the Compendium.  If you can, have EWTN installed, or watch it on SKY 769, and learn from some of their good priests. Also, if you have the facility, find good English-language web-sites on the Internet.  Visit the Vatican web-site and read for yourselves the Church Documents which are available there in English. Perhaps the easiest way to access that is through the link to the Vatican site on our own web-site: www.proecclesia.com
  Wishing every blessing on you and your families.                                              

                                                                                                 Daphne McLeod.

INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL FOR YOUNG CATHOLICS

It may seem excessive to include an account of our Summer School for Young Catholics exactly one year after such an account last appeared in The Flock.  I am writing it, however, because I believe the School plays some role in trying to form a future British Catholic laity - perhaps in helping to ensure that there is one.

The Summer School began in 1982.  It was founded on the proposition that our religion is about the whole of life, and that all subjects can reflect the Catholic vision of reality.  Thus, in addition to direct teaching of doctrine, subjects presented have included philosophy, history, law, art, economics, literature, science, music and mathematics.

The School has produced a number of priests and religious.  The majority of those who attended keep up the practice of the Faith.  I suspect that one reason for this is the lasting friendships they make at the Summer School, with fellow-Catholics they can like and respect.  They feel less isolated; the practice of their religion, and seeing everything in its light, come to seem the norm. 

A typical day includes Mass before breakfast, three lessons before lunch (divided into classes and previous experience) and on most afternoons, two more.  In the evening, after Rosary, there is usually a talk to the whole group by a visiting speaker.  Though there is time for walks, games, quizzes, it will be seen that the students are not precisely on holiday!  Nevertheless they seem to enjoy it, and many return three or four times, bringing younger brothers or sisters with them.

The course is residential and takes place around the beginning of the summer holidays - this year from 24th to 30th July.  Since 1996 we have used the attractive facilities of the Oratory Preparatory School to the west of Reading.  The cost this year is £220.  A deposit of £50 will secure a place.  We can state with conviction, after so many years, that you would be doing any children or grandchildren (aged 13-19) a very good turn by enrolling them.  We think that you and they would be grateful.  Families who are interested should contact: David Foster, 272 Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex CM15 9EA (tel: 01277 224926).  A telephone conversation is the best means of getting questions answered straight away.

PRAYERS PLEASE………

Please pray for John Edwards, a much loved and highly valued member of the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Committee as John  has been diagnosed with motor neurone disease.  He is already very frail and has lost the power of speech so John and his wife Marion do need your kind prayers.  All the Catholics in this country owe John and Marion an enormous debt of gratitude for the wonderful work they have carried out with Christus Vincit Productions since 1977, organising the Pro Fide Forum talks on many aspects of the Catholic faith, recording them and distributing them around the country. No-one knows how many people have learnt to understand the Faith better from these tapes, and with understanding have been led to greater devotion and zeal.  Fortunately this Apostolate will continue as John has arranged for Howard Walsh of Keep the Faith Inc. U.S.A. to take many of his recordings and put them on his web-site: www.keepthefaith.org    From here they will reach English speaking Catholics all over the world as they will be downloadable as MP3 or WMA files at $1 each, without any copyright restrictions. John has sent to us some of his remaining tapes, videos and books and they will be on sale at the Conference.

We also request your prayers for another dear friend, Peter Gamble, may he rest in peace.  Peter and his wife Valerie helped us for many years to mail out this newsletter, organising the Mailing List for us and even teaching some of us how to cope with our new computers. His patience, his kindness and his genuine readiness to help were unfailing.  Peter passed away on the 1st February 2006 after a long painful struggle with cancer, bravely  borne, and he is sadly missed.  He was received into the Church a few years ago and went to Rome with Valerie  for Padre Pio’s canonisation as he had a great devotion to him and was fond of quoting Padre Pio’s dictum:  "Pray, Hope - and don’t worry".  Please keep Peter and his widow and family in your kind prayers.

'The Flock' is published by Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.  Registered Charity No.326394. 
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Printed by: Bounds Green Press, Bounds Green Road, London N11 2PP
A FINAL FOOTNOTE……..

Remember especially what you have just read on page 5 of this issue of The Flock: …….. Rome will intervene only if we all implore their help. Let us be under no illusion about the outcome if we fail to act…..
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……no matter how damaging dissent within the Church is now, no bishop anywhere will bother to correct it……
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