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the  flock

the newsletter of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice

supporting the teachings of the Catholic Church 

published periodically, approximately every four months.    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

OUT OF THE DEPTHS…

W

e might be accused of spreading ‘doom and gloom’ but we make no apology.  Any Catholic who truly loves the Church must be realistic and admit that the Catholic Church in England is now in very real trouble - possibly terminal trouble.  Several years ago the late Pope John Paul II warned us in his Encyclical Veritatis Splendor that “The Church now faces a genuine crisis”.  Sadly, in England and Wales this crisis has not been addressed. On the contrary, the false teaching, the false ecumenism and the liturgical abuses which led to the crisis have continued unabated. That is why we are now facing disaster. 

If you doubt this, just consider the evidence (of which we are all painfully aware): falling Mass attendance; lack of belief in, and reverence for, the Real Presence; hardly anyone at Confession; nine out of every ten school-leavers lapsing; a serious drop in vocations; widespread dissent left uncorrected.

And, sadly, the reaction of our bishops remains………CRISIS?  WHAT CRISIS?
Let’s admit it, we really are in a deep hole. Let’s also admit that we are not going to get out of this hole unless drastic changes are made.  Our youngsters cannot stay faithful to Church teaching unless they hear that teaching clearly given - in its entirety and without any ambiguity - in their parishes and in their schools.  As the present Holy Father says, “widespread religious ignorance” is now our biggest problem and we find it among both youngsters and older people. At present our bishops have no plans to replace the faulty catechetical textbooks which have been largely responsible for the religious ignorance of three generations of Catholics.

Indeed, our bishops are working very hard digging the hole we are in deeper and deeper. This may sound unfair but what else can describe their actions - and their inaction.  How will removing three of our ancient Holydays to nearby Sundays help our perilous situation?  Will the policy, up and running in some dioceses already, of having Catholic pupils taught the faith with non-Catholics and often by non-Catholics, in the new combined Catholic/Anglican  senior schools, combat Catholic religious ignorance?  Will compromising on basic, essential, eternal Truths in order to curry favour with our separated brethen help anybody, Catholic or non-Catholic?  Does the, sometimes unnecessary, cutting of the number of Masses in a parish, just when we so badly need the Graces every Holy Sacrifice of the Mass wins for the whole Church, make any sense?   Finally, is it really wise for the bishops of this country to ignore consistently the guidance and the teaching in Vatican Documents intended for the whole Church?   We are, undoubtedly, sinking deeper and deeper into the hole.  However……                                  (turn over for news of a life-line!)
THANKS TO THE MERCY OF GOD, WE NOW HAVE A LIFE-LINE.
Working in conjunction with the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the Spanish Bishops’ Conference has produced an amazing Document.  It is entitled: Theology and Secularisation, and it is to be used as a model for the whole Church. The CDF worked on the Document for three years, while under the leadership of the present Pope.

Theology and Secularisation correctly diagnoses false theology (which distorts religious instruction) as the poison causing the Church’s current sickness.  For your convenience, we have summarised the Document on the next three pages of this Newsletter.
ACTION STATIONS!

Somehow we must persuade our bishops to stop digging and to grab this life-line which has been offered.  If implemented, it could pull the Church in this country out of the hole in which we find ourselves. BUT, each of us must take responsibility for informing our own diocesan bishop about the Document and explaining why he must implement it urgently.

It will mean removing the present religious textbooks from his schools and replacing them with sound books faithful to The Catechism of the Catholic Church, such as the American Faith and Life Series.  It will also mean that, if he permits combined Catholic/Anglican Schools, he will ensure that the Catholic pupils are taught the Faith separately and always by well-informed, believing Catholics.

Archbishop Vincent Nichols assured us in a recent letter that each diocesan bishop has complete jurisdiction over the schools in his own diocese so there is nothing to prevent your Bishop implementing Theology and Secularisation as soon as he likes - once you have persuaded him!  We suggest that you photocopy the summary on the next three pages and send it to him in case he hasn’t seen it yet - but do remember that your letter must be accompanied by prayer and (if you able) fasting.  We all have a part to play.  Don't just leave it to others to take the necessary action.  Every letter will make a difference. 

Volume of correspondence, coupled with prayer and fasting, can - and does - produce results!
Prayer to Saint Joseph in time of need (to be said after the Rosary)
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we fly in our tribulation, and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God, and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beseech you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by His Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.  O most watchful Guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be propitious to us and from heaven assist us in this our struggle with the power of darkness; and, as once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die holily, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.

THEOLOGY AND SECULARISATION 

A summary of the catechetical poisons causing the Church’s current sickness, as described in the Document from the Spanish Bishops’ Conference.

This Document, the result of three years work, outlines the causes of our current crisis and presents the cure.  It was compiled by the Spanish bishops and planned by them in conjunction with the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, then under the leadership of His Eminence Joseph, Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI.  It is in the form of a Pastoral Instruction and “it presents itself as a working model for the bishops of other nations” as well as those in Spain.

Briefly, the Document shows that the present secularisation of the Church is the result of a widespread loss of faith caused largely by various theological propositions which have in common a deformed presentation of the Mystery of Christ.  The cure is to restore the profession of faith, especially in the four areas where it is most seriously undermined:

(1) The interpretation of Scripture;

(2) Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of all men;

(3) The Church as the Body of Christ; and

(4) The moral life.

The Document comprises sixty-eight sections. Each section first presents the Christological Doctrine and then denounces the theologies which deform it. It denounces the theologies not the theologians. Some names are found in the notes accompanying the text, but only of those who have already been condemned. The Instruction provides a basis for a return to doctrinal order by stimulating an improved formation of those whose task it is to communicate the Truths of the Faith. Bishop Romero Pose, President of the Doctrinal Commission, says this Instruction has been presented to clergy, to seminaries, to theology students and to catechists in some dioceses and has been very well received. Apparently, there were a few negative reactions but they were of "limited theological depth". The Instruction is too lengthy to reproduce here but it will be printed in English, in full, in L’Osservatore Romano  and, hopefully, later as a booklet by the C.T.S. because, as the following extracts show, it applies to this country as much as it applies to Spain.

These quotations, from a few of the sections (S.) are from the parts that denounce false ideas and are taken from a translation by Matthew Sherry - traduttore@hotmail.com
(n.b. in these quotations the emphasis is ours)

S.2 warns that we must interpret the second Vatican council honestly when it says: “They are not few in number who, in the shadow of a non-existent council, in terms of both letter and spirit, have sown agitation and disquiet in the hearts of many of the faithful.”

S.10 “To presume that the revelations of other religions are equivalent or complementary to the revelation of Jesus Christ means denying the very truth of the Incarnation and Redemption.”

S.13 “From the denial of one aspect of the profession of faith, one passes to the total loss of faith itself, in that by selecting some aspects and refuting others, one does not respect the testimony of God, but rather human reasoning.  When one alters the profession of faith the entire Christian life is compromised.”

S.17  “Raising doubts and mistrust towards the Magisterium of the Church; placing the authority of certain writers before that of the Magisterium; or considering the guidelines and documents of the Magisterium simply as barriers that block the progress of theology …is opposed to the dynamic of the Catholic faith.”

Several sections deal with the interpretation of the Bible, for example:

S.19 “In some cases biblical texts are studied and interpreted as if they were nothing more than ancient texts.  There is also the application of methods that systematically exclude the possibility of Revelation, Miracles and the intervention of Almighty God.”

S.25 “The historical-critical method has been abused without any recognition of its limits and this has gone as far as the assertion that the pre-existence of the Divine Person of Christ is a mere philosophical deformation of the biblical evidence.”

S.27 “In some Christological works the following shortcomings are found - mistaken theological methodology which presumes to interpret scripture outside the ecclesial tradition; the suspicion that the humanity of Christ is threatened if his Divinity is affirmed; the denial of the real, historical and transcendent character of the Resurrection which is reduced to the merely subjective experience of the Apostles; the obscuring of fundamental notions of the profession of faith in the mystery of Christ such as, among others, his pre-existence, his divine filiation, his knowledge of his identity, his death, redemptive mission, Resurrection and Glorification.” 

S.29 “The mistaken understanding of the humanity of Christ, accompanied by a questionable methodology produces similar errors about the Virgin Mary. Some publications even deny the Church’s teaching on the virginal conception of Jesus.”

Perhaps most worrying of all, these serious errors are not confined to a few works read by a handful of scholars but are to be found in the religious textbooks used by our children.

S.34 “It is a cause of great sorrow that certain erroneous theories on the mystery of Christ have passed from academic circles to more popular ones and to catechesis and religious instruction.  As a result, the Divinity of Christ, if it is referred to at all, is considered a poetic expression devoid of real content, denying in consequence his pre-existence and divine filiation. The death of Jesus is thus stripped of its redemptive value and considered merely as the result of a conflict with the religion of his time.”

S.41 “When doubts and error are spread about the Church’s faith in the coming of the Lord in glory at the end of time; the resurrection of the body; the particular and the final judgements; about purgatory; about the real possibility of eternal condemnation in hell or eternal beatitude in paradise, this has a negative effect on the Catholic life of those who are still pilgrims on this earth.  Silence about these truths in preaching and catechesis causes disorientation among the faithful who experience in their own lives the consequences of a division between what is believed and what is celebrated.”

S.48 “The errors which have been indicated are expressed through the existence of groups which promulgate and systematically spread teachings on faith and morals which are contrary to the teachings of the Church.  They dissent from the teachings of the Pope and the bishops while continuing to describe themselves as Catholic.”

S.49 “These groups, whose common characteristic is that of dissent, have made public statements in favour of general absolution and the ordination of women, they misrepresent the true meaning of marriage by advocating the blessing of homosexual unions and re-marriage after divorce.  The existence of such groups, sowing division and gravely disorientating the faithful, is a cause of  suffering for many Catholics - priests, religious and laity - and a cause of scandal and further alienation for non-believers.” 

S.51 “There also exists a silent form of dissent which promotes and defends disaffection within the Church, considering this a legitimate critical attitude with respect to the hierarchy and the Magisterium, justifying dissent  within the Church as if one could not be an adult Catholic without establishing a certain distance from the teaching of the Magisterium.  Behind this attitude there  frequently lurks the idea that the Church at present is not obeying the Gospel and that a struggle from within is necessary. In  reality, what is sought is not the conversion of the Church’s members to constant  purification, penance and renewal but the transformation of the constitution of the Church to adapt it to the opinions and perspectives of the world.  This position finds support in academic centres and in some cases in Catholic publishing houses and bookshops and causes great  disorientation among the faithful.”

S.53 “This results in a radical relativism, according to which any opinion whatsoever on moral issues is seen as equally valid.  Everyone possesses  his/her own truths."

S.59 “When the Church’s teaching on original sin is presented in an ambiguous way, or the gravity of sin is passed over in silence or denied, the consequences for the formation of conscience are very negative, while the road to authentic happiness is obscured.” 

There are several sections emphasising  the dignity of human life from conception to the grave and the document ends with section 68.

S.68  “The erroneous opinions we have examined have had serious and grave  consequences on the life of the Church.  We must take note that the transmission of the faith has been interrupted in many of our families. The faith convictions of parents, educators and catechists have been shaken by misleading, ambiguous and harmful theological propositions that have weakened their faith and have thus precluded the joyful transmission of the Gospel.”                                               

As we pointed out earlier, this Document shows that the present secularisation of the Church is the result of a widespread loss of faith caused largely by various theological propositions which have in common a deformed presentation of the Mystery of Christ.  The cure is to restore the profession of faith, especially in the four areas where it is most seriously undermined.

Adapting the faith to the 'opinions and perspectives of the world' can only imperil the future of the Church in this country.  Words such as 'misleading', 'ambiguous', and 'harmful' are not used lightly.  They must be heeded. 

O God, our refuge and our strength, look down in mercy on Thy people who cry to Thee; and by the intercession of the glorious and immaculate Virgin Mary Mother of God, of St.Joseph her spouse,

 of Thy blessed apostles Peter and Paul and of all the saints, in mercy and goodness hear our prayers

 for the conversion of sinners, and for the liberty and exaltation of our holy Mother the Church.

Through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE

Dear  Friends,

We have done something this Autumn that we have never done before and produced a bumper issue of The Flock for you. This is because we feel that the Papal/Spanish Document Theology and Secularisation (T.S.) besides being the best thing that has happened for years is vitally important for this country.  It demonstrates exactly how the Church in this country is being ‘poisoned’ and gives us the ‘cure,’ (incidentally, confirming what we have been saying for the last thirty-five years). We believe that you will agree that we must succeed in getting it fully implemented without delay to rescue our children from error and ensure the future of the Church in this country.  Fortunately, among you we have supporters in every diocese of England and Wales, which means that each bishop could (and should) receive a copy of the summary of T.S. from several of his own flock showing him how to ‘stop the rot’ in his diocese. But, please remember that if you don’t send a covering letter you must enclose a slip with your name and address. Happily this is not the only good news. Recently the Holy Father appointed H.E. Cardinal Bertone as Secretary of State in place of  H.E. Cardinal Sodano.  This means that Cardinal Bertone will in future be appointing our Papal Nuncios, the representatives of the Holy See who play such an important part in choosing our bishops.  Cardinal Bertone, who worked with  Pope Benedict XVI for many years as Secretary to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, described his requirements for a bishop in an article in L’Osservatore Romano in 1997.  Here are just a couple of quotes:  'We must insist on the responsibility of  Bishops in catechesis and catechist formation, which must strengthen the sense of Faith and of belonging to the Church.'  Further down the page His Eminence says: 'From the disciplinary standpoint, it seems appropriate to recall that the Bishops are obliged to enforce the Church’s normative discipline, especially when it is a question of defending the integrity of the teaching of Divine Truth'.  Cardinal Bertone takes up his post on September 15 and you can write to him at - The Secretariat of State, Palazzo Apostolico, 00120 Vatican City, Europe.  His words fit very well with the Holy Father’s view of Bishops, given in an interview with Peter Seewald and published by Ignatius Press in 1997 as 'Salt of the Earth'. Here Pope Benedict XVI is quoted on page 82 as saying: '(As a bishop) the words of the Bible and the Church Fathers rang in my ears, those sharp condemnations of Shepherds who are like mute dogs.  In order to avoid conflict they let the poison spread.  Peace is not the first civic duty and a Bishop whose only concern is not to have any problems and to gloss over as many conflicts as possible is an image I find repulsive'. Later, on page 83, he adds: 'letting things drift is - as I have already said - the worst kind of administration I can imagine'.  We read in Alive! (Dec.2005) that the Pope told the Austrian Bishops on their Ad Limina visit that they are not doing a good  job in teaching the Catholic faith.  Speaking quite bluntly he urged them to tackle the faulty way catechism is taught in their dioceses and to be ‘clear, courageous and enthusiastic in teaching Jesus Christ’.  He warned them that ‘a Catholic catechesis presented in a mutilated way is a contradiction in terms and cannot be fruitful in the long term’.  All this gives us hope for the future.  I would like to thank all of you who took home from the Conference petition forms about the combined Anglican/Catholic schools, photo-copied them and distributed them among your friends.  We have received hundreds of forms back and they are still arriving.  Some are accompanied by letters saying a few Catholics, including priests, refused to sign saying that we all believe the same anyway! This demonstrates just how serious the problem with religious ignorance is now. We will take this petition to Rome when we go.  Meanwhile, some joint senior schools are up and running already.  More are planned, and in them religious lessons are going to be given jointly, very often by non-Catholics. Well-informed priests and lay are astonished that this can even be contemplated by our bishops and concerned Catholic parents should avoid such schools like the plague they are.  Finally, another piece of good news.  Some of our excellent young priests have prepared a new course for adult catechesis called Evangelium.  Published by the CTS, it will be on sale from early September. Thank goodness we can at last say goodbye to ALPHA, CaFE, etc. Also, you may like to know that I will be appearing on EWTN during the Autumn months giving a series of eight talks on What We Catholics Believe, based on the audio cassettes I made some while ago. 

Thanking you all for your loyal support and wishing you and your families every blessing. Please pray for me.            Daphne McLeod

WHERE WERE YOU?…

A REPORT ON THE SEVENTH 'FAITH OF OUR FATHERS' CONFERENCE

Although just over 300 people attended the seventh 'Faith of our Fathers' Conference on 27 May this year, we could have accommodated another 150 according to the seating capacity of the hall. So, if you were not there, where were you?  Those who were there will confirm that you missed a wonderful occasion.  Fortunately, the proceedings were recorded and will be available soon as a four-cassette album, so you will be able to hear the talks in their entirety. Meanwhile, the following notes will give you a flavour of what the audience heard on the day.

In his opening remarks, the Conference Chairman reminded everyone that this year, 2006, marks the tenth anniversary of the first 'Faith of our Fathers' Conference and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. He took the opportunity to reflect on the history, the aims and the activities of the organisation and went on to stress the importance, and appropriateness, of the theme of this year's conference: 'Teaching Truth and Correcting Error'.

In the morning, the first speaker was the radio and television broadcaster, and internationally known apologist, Raymond de Souza, who gave a fascinating talk entitled 'The Sacrificial Nature of the Mass'.  He was followed by the ever-popular Daphne McLeod whose talk was called 'Truth really matters'.  Her analysis of the present reluctance to focus on truth both in schools and from the pulpit was as meticulous as it was worrying.  Fr.Anton Guziel, from the Archdiocese of Birmingham, kindly fulfilled the role of chaplain, and gave a splendid talk on the crucial importance of reverence for the Blessed Sacrament.  Throughout the day, Father led the prayers and hymn-singing.  The last speaker of the day was John Gunn, the National Co-ordinator of the Catholic Action Group.  In his talk, entitled 'What is Truth, and why defend it?' he challenged every individual in the audience to play their part actively in upholding and defending Truth.

In between the two afternoon talks all the speakers came together on the platform for 'Question Time'.  Written questions, submitted by members of the audience, were put to the panel by the Question Master, David Foster.  In answer to one of the questions concerning reaction to the headline on the front page of the last issue of The Flock,  Daphne McLeod was able to report that, although the bishops were unhappy with it, the enthusiatic response of readers was such that extra copies had to be printed.  In fact, only two readers withdrew their support, and one of those has since returned after the bishops' decision to remove three Holydays to the nearest Sunday!  Numerous other questions were dealt with thoroughly by the panel whose informative answers brought warm applause from the audience. The whole 'Question Time' hour was expertly controlled by David Foster. 

During the course of the day the Conference Chairman paid tribute to two well-loved and greatly-respected colleagues who had died recently:  John Edwards (RIP) and Peter Gamble (RIP).  In the afternoon Daphne McLeod was taken by surprise when Caroline Hurst, the Committee Secretary presented her with a framed blessing from the Holy Father, and a beautiful bouquet of flowers, in recognition of her untiring work and inspirational leadership as Chairman of the national committee of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.

Many people commented on the happy atmosphere at the event throughout the day, describing this seventh 'Faith of our Fathers' Conference as 'the best ever'.

  M.F.A.

· You can reserve your copy of the Conference tapes album by completing and returning the enclosed order form.
OUR MEETING WITH HIS EMINENCE FRANCIS,CARDINAL ARINZE

Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments

When we heard that Cardinal Arinze was coming to speak in Westminster Cathedral we decided that Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice should make an appointment to meet with him so we could acquaint him with some of the concerns you, our supporters, express to us all the time.  His Eminence graciously agreed to see our Chairman, Daphne McLeod and our Honorary Treasurer, Michael Akerman on the morning of Saturday 1 April at Archbishop’s House.

Cardinal Arinze received us very kindly and we spent just over an hour explaining to him why faithful Catholics in England and Wales are so distressed.  While we spoke the Cardinal took copious notes and when we described how common general absolution is, showing him parish newsletters (from many different dioceses) advertising it, he sat up straight in his chair and said “Still?”  He obviously thought recent Vatican Documents had stopped this very serious abuse.  It seems that Rome have yet to learn that issuing documents correcting abuses is not enough for this country.  Our bishops may not argue with Rome, but neither will they obey Vatican Instructions until they are accompanied by stern disciplinary measures.

As his Congregation has competence over the Liturgy, we naturally assumed Cardinal Arinze would only be interested in Liturgical matters but to our surprise he asked specifically about the religious instruction in our schools. We described how our bishops see collegiality as binding them all to accept the same, faulty religious textbooks for their schools, an attitude praised by Archbishop Vincent Nichols who is in charge of the country’s catechetics, because it shows unity.  Cardinal Arinze responded with vigour, as if to emphasise his point, saying that we must always correct error no matter who voices it.  Obviously he is not one who seeks peace at any price.

Apparently there is concern at the number of letters from worried English Catholics which are flooding to Rome and the Cardinal suggested that we make appointments to see our bishops, explain the problems and rely on them to sort out the problems for us.  Of course we agreed to do as he asked, though neither of us felt very confident it would bear any fruit. It seems that Pope Benedict XVI, unlike his predecessor, passes on letters he receives to the Prefect of the appropriate Congregation to take action.  All this is causing an imbalance to their heavy workload so they would like us to try and resolve our problems here, which would be preferable, of course, but which is almost certainly impossible.

Only Rome has the authority to call our bishops to order and anyway Rome appointed these bishops, not us, so Rome must expect to sort out the manifold problems their appointments have caused. The hour was over too soon but before we parted we gave the Cardinal a dossier substantiating all we had been saying about Liturgical abuses - material provided by  you our supporters around the country.  We are very grateful to Cardinal Arinze for listening so sympathetically to us and also for the excellent talk he gave that afternoon in Westminster Cathedral emphasising the need for reverence at liturgical celebrations.

Following Cardinal Arinze’s instructions we wrote to the bishops in the Southeast of England inviting them to our Conference and asking if we could have a meeting with them.  None of them could come to the Conference and except for Bishop Kieran Conry who told us he saw no point in meeting us as he wasn’t going to change his mind about anything and he didn’t expect us to either, they ignored our request for a meeting.   Nevertheless we will keep trying to meet with a bishop.

WE MEET H.E.CARDINAL CORMAC MURPHY O’CONNOR 

Archbishop of Westminster Archdiocese

The Cardinal  graciously  agreed to meet the Chairman of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Daphne McLeod, and the Honorary Treasurer, Michael Akerman on Friday 16 June. The Cardinal received us kindly and gave us an hour of his time. He was accompanied by his secretary, Mgr Mark O’Toole who also contributed to the discussion.  We were asked how many supporters we have so Michael told them that our Mailing List is just over two thousand, with 10% of them being priests, and he explained that business experts would estimate from that figure that “The Flock” has a readership of between five and six thousand.

We covered several topics but two dominated the conversation.  The first of these was the twice- monthly Masses said for Catholics who are active homosexuals in St Anne’s Anglican church, Soho.  The Cardinal agreed that these Masses, condoning serious sin and enabling people to make regular sacriligious Communions, are a real cause for concern. He contended that the priests offering these Masses now all belong to Religious Orders so he has no jurisdiction over them. However, as we pointed out, he can and should withdraw their faculties to offer Mass in his Archdiocese.  These Masses really must be stopped now because other dioceses, seeing that Westminster allows such a scandal, are beginning to arrange similar sacriligious celebrations.  So far these Masses are still continuing.

The other dominating topic was the poor religious instruction in our schools. Here the Cardinal also agreed we should be concerned but he claimed that steps are being taken in Westminster Archdiocese to instruct adults in the faith.  Hopefully this is being well done but unfortunately it will not reach the 95% of school-leavers who have already lapsed through faulty R.E. teaching. Then we raised the question of combined Anglican/Catholic senior schools where the pupils are taught a faith together, often by non-Catholics. We explained why this is totally unacceptable to faithful Catholic parents who know their children need to learn the Truths of the faith from believers. We also pointed out that it is not necessary.  Even if, for financial reasons, we need to have combined schools there is no reason why the pupils should not be given religious instruction separately. We were told that Catholic R.E. teachers are hard to come by which, sadly, is true. However, priests or retired R.E. teachers could help out by visiting local schools regularly to give lessons to the Catholics.

The Cardinal tried to console us by saying that after all there are only a few of these schools anyway, but, as we pointed out, more are in the pipeline as this is now the agreed policy of our Bishop’s Conference. Then we were told that we must discuss this problem with Archbishop Vincent Nichols as he is the one in charge of religious instruction for the whole country. Soon after that the interview ended.  When we left we didn’t feel that we had achieved very much but we were grateful to the Cardinal for being so generous with his time, for listening sympathetically to our concerns and, as always, for his kindness and courtesy.      

CONCERNING CHAVAGNES SCHOOL IN FRANCE

This announcement has been withdrawn at the request of Ferdi McDermott, head and Founder.  We have complied with his request.

OUR ATTEMPTS TO MEET ARCHBISHOP VINCENT NICHOLS

Archbishop of Birmingham Diocese & Chairman of the Dept for Catholic Education

Acting on Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor's advice we asked Archbishop Nichols, Chairman of the Dept. for Catholic Education for a meeting in a letter dated 29 June 2006. Replying on 30 June the Archbishop claimed that he had already had “quite a number of discussions over the matter of religious instruction in Catholic schools” with me and asking precisely what we wanted to see him about. On 4 July I wrote back reminding him that he and I had met only once when, as an auxiliary bishop in North London, he was first put in charge of Education and asked me to come and see him.  Then I explained our two main concerns - faulty religious textbooks and joint R.E. in the new combined Anglican/Catholic schools where lessons will often be given by non-Catholic teachers. In his response, the Archbishop thanked me for my letter but still refused to meet us saying that as ICONS, Here I Am, etc. have Imprimaturs they “can be used in teaching”. As to combined Anglican/Catholic schools giving joint R.E., he said no such schools exist in Birmingham so we must contact individual diocesan bishops as “Arrangements for each school are made in each place”.  The Archbishop ended by saying he would not want us to make a journey to Birmingham  for a meeting which “is neither appropriate nor likely to be fruitful”.

My  reply was delayed as I was away teaching at David Foster's Summer School but on 4 August I wrote and reminded His Grace that as the Church is now ‘facing a genuine crisis’ Imprimaturs can no longer be trusted. After all, Clare Richards’ textbook Roman Catholic Christianity had an Imprimatur but the Pope (then Cardinal Ratzinger) told Archbishop Peter Smith that it had heresies on every page and must be withdrawn from schools. Sadly, today, Catholics have to judge R.E. books themselves, comparing them with The Catechism of the Catholic Church and by this standard none of our current textbooks deserves an Imprimatur.  I did explain why. Then I told him that most ordinary Catholics are horrified at the idea of non-Catholics teaching their version of the Faith to Catholic children and described the response we have had to the Petition we are taking to Rome. I enclosed a copy of the Petition for him. I also queried whether he really can do nothing about this. After all, I remember that Bishop Konstant, when he was in charge of Catholic Education, ruled on the policy for religious instruction throughout the country, approving the R.E. textbooks and the sex-ed. schemes and making them mandatory in every diocese.  I reminded His Grace that when Archbishop Couve de Murville, then Archbishop of Birmingham, refused to allow a particularly explicit sex-ed. scheme to be used in his Archdiocese, he was reprimanded by the Papal Nuncio and told that bishops must follow the one who is appointed by the Bishops’ Conference to rule on Education, Liturgy, etc. I didn’t realise this was changed when Bishop Nichols took over from Bishop Konstant but, if so, then it means that individual diocesan bishops can now insist on sound religious instruction in their own schools.  Good. I ended on a happier note, telling him about the Papal/Spanish Document Theology and Secularisation which it will be his responsibility and privilege to implement in this country and offering to help him any way we can.  I enclosed a summary of it in case he hadn’t seen it yet. So far there has been no answer to this letter. 

I have detailed this correspondence at some length because it illustrates just how impossible it is for ordinary Catholics like us to discuss problems with the bishops as Rome want us to.  However, we must go through the motions of writing to our bishops and asking for appointments otherwise when we write to Rome they will just tell us to contact our own bishop.  You will almost certainly have to write to Rome enclosing copies of all the correspondence with explanations of your concern and any relevant material you have. This will keep the Curia busy but perhaps when they find it too burdensome they will take action to rectify our tragic situation and, we must hope and pray, that in future they will choose new bishops from among our good priests so that there will be an end to these terrible problems.                 D.McL.
FROM  OUR  DEADLY  FOES  DEFEND  US !

C
atholics have always  been on their guard against the world the flesh and the devil but today in our ultra-pagan society we need to ‘watch and pray’ more than ever.  While cleverly convincing most people that they do not exist, devils have succeeded in influencing current entertainment by corrupting films, television, pop songs and books with so much explicit sex, gratuitous violence and an unhealthy fascination with the occult that they are dangerous occasions of sin for us all - but especially for the vulnerable young. 

The devil is also insinuating his evil into our legislation, penalising families and making all manner of immorality, including abortion, sacrosanct.  We wonder if the time will come when faithful Catholics who teach the truth to the young in order to protect them from evil, will lose their jobs, their liberty and perhaps even their lives.

Our Society is now so corrupt it compares unfavourably with the pagan culture of ancient Rome in the early days of the Church.  The difference is that then the Church was a strong sure voice proclaiming only Truth; now in England and Wales we often hear a confused, uncertain message which convinces no-one; then the Church grew and thrived in spite of existing in an totally hostile environment, now the Church here is vanishing; then young Romans became Catholics and remained faithful even when it meant a painful martyrdom, now the young Catholics of this country are turning away from the Church in droves.

This can only be because, as Pope Paul VI warned us nearly thirty years ago, the ‘smoke of Satan has entered the Church’. How else can we explain the switch from the sound teaching once given in our parishes, schools and seminaries to the travesty of the Faith our children now receive - a practice the Oratorian Father Faber once described as “the sin of sins, the most loathsome thing which God looks down upon in this malignant world”?  False catechetics has fostered confusion and ignorance for so long now that we have great numbers of Catholics who no longer understand the essentials of the faith - and their ignorance is the devil’s great ally in the battle he is waging against the Church of Christ.

Without sound teaching there is no understanding of our place as fallen creatures Redeemed by a loving God, who are now working out our salvation with prayer and the Grace from the Sacraments.  Without sound teaching there is no appreciation of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and no reverence for our Lord really present in the Blessed Sacrament. Without sound teaching we cannot hope to instruct others properly - neither our children, nor converts. Unless we insist that true teaching is brought  back into classrooms and parishes this situation will worsen until, soon, there will be no viable Church presence in this country at all.

Thanks be to God, there is help available which could resolve this crisis.  We now have Theology and Secularisation the Document produced by the Spanish Bishops’Conference and the Congregation of the Doctrine for the Faith when it was under Cardinal Ratzinger, before he was made Pope.  This Document is not just for Spain (where it is already being implemented!) but for every Episcopal Conference where the Church is “sick” - so it is certainly needed in our country. Theology and Secularisation diagnoses the “poison” causing this sickness as false religious teaching and shows how sound teaching is the only certain “cure”.

We can start giving sound teaching in our schools and parishes as, fortunately, we have The Catechism of the Catholic Church and its Compendium. However, as we all know, the Catechism has been sidelined for twelve years in this country, important Vatican Documents have been ignored and we are still waiting for a Pastoral letter promoting the Compendium.  We cannot afford to let this happen to Theology and Secularisation.  This may be the last chance we have to rescue the Church in this country, so every faithful Catholic must recruit all the faithful Catholics he/she knows to besiege the Bishops with requests to implement this timely Document.  We must implore the Catholic papers to publicise it, and inundate Rome with letters asking them to exercise their Authority to ensure it is not ignored here. Give no-one any peace until our ‘poisonous’ religious textbooks and parish programmes are replaced by sound American Programmes giving true Catholic teaching according to The Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Of course, the devil doesn’t want this to happen as he knows it would save souls, foster priestly vocations and produce stable marriages. He will do all he can to put obstacles in the way until Theology and Secularisation is well and truly buried.  We are struggling against the powers of darkness so we need to pray constantly and enrol Heavenly allies to help us. Use the prayers on the enclosed devotional item, invoke the strong name of the Trinity, turn to our Blessed Mother, St Michael the Archangel, our own Guardian Angels, St John Vianney and other saints.  Make a Novena to St Michael for his feast on 29th September and remember this intention in your October Rosaries. Use Sacramentals like blessed medals, holy water, etc and remember that our Lord warned the Apostles that some devils can only be cast out by fasting as well as prayer.  We pray that you will join with the Holy Father and the Spanish bishops by making this crusade your first priority and so stop the bishops poisoning our youngsters with false catechetics. 
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