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'A DECLINE UNPRECEDENTED SINCE THE REFORMATION'

T

his uncompromising statement headed an article in the January 2007 edition of the American magazine Catholic World Report.  The article, written by American journalist Tom Bethel, describes the current position of the Church in England and Wales and is as uncompromising as its title.  Mr Bethel spent several weeks in this country last Autumn and, shocked at the decline of Catholicity here since his last visit, sought an explanation. Devestating statistics provided by the neutral body Christian Research in 2005, showed him that Mass attendance, already in free-fall, has fallen by a further half since 1989.  An analysis by our leading Catholic writer Piers Paul Read outlined an 83% decline in Catholic marriages and a 63% decline in Catholic Baptisms in recent decades.  All this in spite of our numerous Catholic immigrants whose presence masks the true extent of this demise.

The reasons for this decline, unlike the statistics, are speculative.  Mr Bethel tells us that 'several sources agree that an exaggerated emphasis on ecumenism has been a major culprit'.  He feels that though Rome, mistakenly, imagined that a meek, unassertive Catholic leadership would help to repair the breach with Canterbury, it has, unfortunately had the opposite effect. The Church of England has drifted along with a pagan society, getting further and further away from Rome and Truth.  Lacking firm leadership, too many Catholics, including some in high positions, have drifted with them. 

The Bishops’ open rebellion against Rome was cited by Dr William Oddie, former Editor of The Catholic Herald, as another contributory cause. He criticises Rome’s 'not-so-benign' neglect of the English and Welsh Hierarchy and their resistance to legitimate Authority.  Dr Oddie points out that our bishops 'regard Rome as a wretched nuisance, constantly getting in the way of their own little enthusiasms, whether for indiscriminately administering Holy Communion to non-Catholics, or the encouragement of dissident movements like those for the ordination of women, married priests…'  Dr Oddie adds that these bishops did not have to pretend to be orthodox to get appointed; on the contrary, their rebellious views were well known but successive Papal Nuncios have, for decades now, fallen in with the current Hierarchy and appointed like-minded men to vacant Sees.

Nuncios who 'go native'  is how Dr Oddie describes these Nuncios who were more loyal to the bishops and to Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Sodano, than to the Pope. Now we have a new Secretary of State, H.E.Cardinal Bertone, and a fairly new Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Faustino Sainz Munoz (though he was appointed by Cardinal Sodano).  Can we hope for better Episcopal appointments now?  Only time will tell.
Before he returned to America, Tom Bethel invited me to lunch and we discussed this disastrous decline further. Although I agreed that Piers Paul Read and Dr Oddie were right to blame false ecumenism and the bishops’ rebellion against Rome, (which causes them to ignore even important Vatican Documents,) I added that the failure to pass on the Faith to the next generation has also contributed significantly to this catastrophic decline. False Catechesis has been taught in most  Catholic schools and Parishes for nearly forty years now, causing not just the 'widespread religious ignorance' the Pope has remarked on, but also a contempt for the Church which makes future conversion  extremely unlikely.

Then I told Mr.Bethel about the bishops’ latest scheme to open our Catholic schools to Anglicans and to give joint religious instruction, allowing non-Catholics to teach our children their version of the Faith.  He was shocked to hear that the bishops could even contemplate such an outrageous idea, but there are two such schools already open, one in Liverpool and one in Wrexham and there are more in the pipeline.  

I told Mr.Bethel that one of our supporters, chancing to meet the Papal Nuncio, told him, in his native Spanish, how worried faithful Catholics are about these schools, only to be told, 'It’s alright. They are still Christian schools.' Mr.Bethel included this incident in his article and when the Papal Nuncio saw it he wrote to me in some dismay claiming that the Bishop of Wrexham had assured him that the Catholic pupils were taught  religion separately - and by Catholics.

However, when I visited the Nuncio with Michael Akerman on February 1st, he told us Bishop Regan now admitted that Catholics and non-Catholics were taught Religion together and that, although the teachers were Catholic at present there was no guarantee that they would be in future. To make it worse, these Anglican teachers will be from the most ‘liberal’ branches of Anglicanism because ‘conservative’ Anglicans will not work in schools which use women 'priests'.

When we protested that it is impossible to teach two contradictory beliefs at the same time with any integrity, the Nuncio explained that the children would be told Catholics believe one thing and Anglicans another.  This means Truth and error would not be presented as right and wrong respectively. Instead, both contradictory beliefs would be taught as having equal validity - despite the fact that………………..  

Catholics believe there are seven Sacraments; Anglicans believe there are two.

Catholics believe we are the True Church; Anglicans that they are part of the Church.

Catholics believe the Holy Mass is a Sacrifice; Anglicans believe it is a Communion service.

Catholics believe in an infallible Church; Anglicans believe in 'Sola Scriptura'.

Catholics have life-long marriages, Anglicans have divorce as often as needed;

Only Catholics believe contraception is always “intrinsically evil” (CCC 2370) etc.

We could go on for pages and pages but it must already be obvious that this is not how Our Lord taught, nor is it how His Church has taught for two thousand years - until now in these schools. Instead of being presented as Divinely revealed, these Truths will be presented as mere human opinion and the pupils left to chose which they prefer.  Hearing these two beliefs taught in this ambiguous way and, as Anglican moral teaching is so much less demanding than Catholic moral teaching, Catholic children will see no reason to stay faithful to the Church of their fathers, and we will lose even more of our young people.

What can faithful parents do now?  Our advice would be to avoid these schools if you possibly can and use the best state school you can find.  Then you can teach your children their religion at home using a good American scheme like the 'Faith and Life' Series.  If you have to use one of these schools then you should exercise your legal rights and exclude your child from this damaging, ambiguous religious instruction and from the lessons on sex which are also combined.
Never forget St.Paul’s many solemn warnings, for example in his letter to the Galatians:

 'As we said before and I say again, if anyone preach to you a Gospel besides that which you have received, let him be anathema'. Gal.1;8-9.

Archbishop Faustino Sainz Munoz the Papal Nuncio, was very courteous and friendly with us so we would have been happy to agree with his earnest request that we refrain in future from going public in order to make Catholic parents and grandparents aware of this problem.  Unfortunately, even though separate R.E. could be arranged in these schools, the bishops will not agree to arrange it and Rome seem reluctant to intervene.  So, for the sake of our young Catholics - and the future of the Church in this country - we have no option but to warn fellow Catholics. After all, as Dante wrote, the hottest places in Hell are reserved for those who know evil is being perpetrated and do nothing about it.  However we did agree that we would give the Nuncio a sight of any material we send out on this important matter and this we have done. (see enclosed copy letter)                     
Daphne McLeod

_________________________________________________________________________________

THE WARWICK STREET MASSES 

For many years now, starting in the time of Cardinal Hume, Masses for practising homosexuals have been celebrated in the part of London which is in the Archdiocese of Westminster.  These Masses were offered by Catholic priests in the non-Catholic Church of St Anne’s Soho.  Protests were made, not only by us but also by other concerned Catholics, because these practising homosexuals were being given Holy Communion, although they were,on their own admittance, in a state of serious sin.  The Cardinal has always replied that he had no jurisdiction over these Masses as they were being offered by priests like Father Timothy Radcliffe who belong to Religious Orders, and his complaints to their Provincials were being ignored.

Now Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor has taken steps, but unfortunately in the totally wrong direction.  He has endorsed these Masses for active homosexuals and their partners by moving them to the Catholic Church of Our Lady of the Assumption and St Gregory  in Warwick Street, London W1, and now they will be celebrated by priests of the Westminster Archdiocese. Astonishingly, the Cardinal claims that H.E. Cardinal Levada, Prefect for the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in the Vatican,  has given these Masses, with their sacrilegious Communions, his blessing!

Letters to Archbishop Munoz, our Papal Nuncio, and Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor have had little result.  The Nuncio replied with little more than an acknowledgement saying that Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor was writing and his answer “will assist in calming your concerns.” Unfortunately, far from calming us,  the Cardinal’s reply has left us more concerned than ever.  True, his letter says that he is upholding Catholic teaching, but the last two paragraphs show that, on the contrary, he is actually defying it, because he tells us that  “it will be for each individual, guided by an informed conscience, to discern whether it is appropriate to receive the sacrament” and “those who attend the Masses at Warwick Street will be subject to no more scrutiny than is given to other Catholics in parishes of the Diocese of Westminster.” 

 Well of course these people hardly need scrutiny because they are on very public record as living homosexual lifestyles and therefore are in an objective state of extremely serious sin.  For instance they regularly take part in the London Gay Pride Marches and boast about it in their magazine, see The Roman Catholic Caucus Newsletter  January 2007. Martin Pendergast, a leading member of this Soho Homosexual Group, described in an article he wrote in the March 2001 issue of  Lesbian and Gay Christians, how, with a group of fellow active homosexuals, he visits Catholic senior schools and gives our young people 'the alternative view on homosexuality in current Catholic teaching'.  Now, there is no 'alternative  view' on homosexuality in the Catholic Church, as the 1994 Catechism of the Catholic Church makes very clear in paragraph 2357 where it states that these are 'acts of grave depravity'  that can 'never be approved'. Mr.Pendergast is still working to lead young Catholics away from the Church and into a grievously sinful way of life.

Mr.Pendergast, his long-term partner Julian Filochowski, and others in the group make no secret of the fact that they  are actively following a homosexual life-style. Some of you may remember that in June 2001 Bishop John Crowley travelled down from Middlesbrough with Bishop Rawsthorne of Hallam to celebrate Holy Mass for Messrs.Pendergast and Filochowski’s 'silver wedding'.  In the event they let Father Jim O’Keefe, then Rector of Ushaw Seminary,  say the Mass because Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor read about this scandal in the Daily Telegraph and intervened.  However, the two bishops attended the Mass and the reception CAFOD gave the couple at Heythrop College 

On February 11th 2007 , Mr.Pendergast, speaking on the Radio Four Programme Sunday, described  how  the couples in their group who contract Civil Unions are publicly congratulated at the Bidding prayers at their Masses and how, even so, they are all looking forward to 'sharing the Eucharist with the parishioners of Warwick Street Church.' The Cardinal has been informed and reminded of all this and much more time and time again, so there is no escaping the fact that, far from 'upholding Catholic teaching' he is knowingly and deliberately denying it by organising the serious scandal of allowing public sinners to make sacrilegious Communions - and even involving his priests in this sin.

Cardinal Murphy O’Connor claims he is giving these people 'pastoral care'.  BUT - HE IS NOT.

St. Paul gave his flock pastoral care when he warned them that homosexual behaviour is a grievous sin and that anyone in a state of grievous sin must not receive  Holy Communion because if they do they will 'eat and drink condemnation to themselves.'  That is true, loving, pastoral care and I am sure those who listened to St. Paul and are now enjoying Heaven are very grateful to him.  His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI also gave the Church pastoral care when, as Cardinal Ratzinger, he forbade American bishops and priests to give Holy Communion to politicians who approve abortion, because he said they were in 'an objective situation of sin'.    Like us, he was not judging them because they had made their sinfulness a matter of public record.  If these Masses are held, Holy Communion should not be distributed.

Although not as serious as sacrilegious Holy Communions, the 'get-togethers'  held after these Masses must also be  discontinued, because they are used to arrange same-sex dating.  A young man, a convert, has contacted us to say he inadvertently attended one of these Masses and the social which followed it.  To his dismay, he was propositioned three times before he could make his escape.

It is hard to know what we can do about these sacrileges if Rome will not come to our rescue, but we must do something otherwise we are, in effect, condoning them.  At present we intend to pray the Rosary in reparation outside Warwick Street Church from 4.45pm - 6.15pm on the first and third Sunday of each month when the Masses take place, starting on 4th March. Please join us if you can.  If that is impossible then join us in the Rosary from home or with friends in your church.

It is important to emphasise that we are not discriminating against homosexuals. Heterosexuals who make a public display of being in a state of serious sin, whatever it is, and then approach the altar to receive Our Blessed Lord  should be treated in the same way.  Also, we are most supportive of those who are unfortunate enough to have homosexual tendencies but who follow Church teaching and stay celibate.  We admire their brave stand, the holiness of the lives of many of them and the good example they give by carrying such a heavy cross so gracefully.  We invite them to take stalls at our Conferences, we read their excellent magazine and reciprocate with this newsletter because they fully deserve our support.

'Grave sins against chastity differ according to their object: adultery, masturbation, fornication, pornography, prostitution, rape, and homosexual acts.  These sins are expressions of the vice of lust….the tradition of the Church comprehensively follows the moral teachings of the Old and New Testaments and considers the sixth commandment as encompassing all sins against chastity.'

(Compendium, para:492-493)
A REPORT ON THE SAD 'GAY' MASSES AT WARWICK STREET

On Sunday March 4th 2007 the first Mass for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered ‘Catholics’ (LGBTC) was held at the Church of Our Lady of the Assumption and St.Gregory, Soho, in the Archdiocese of Westminster. I attended the Mass while others prayed outside in reparation.  Those inside were each given a hymn book enclosing a sheet listing future Masses - up to Christmas. The Sundays were marked Palm Sunday, Trinity Sunday etc. and included, for July 1st, 'Sunday after Pride'.  This refers to the much-publicised Gay Pride March in London where these people march carrying banners proclaiming: 'Proud to be LGBT and Proud to be Catholic'. A very public admission of their sinful state and a scandal to Catholic and non-Catholic alike. It would be more honest to put 'Proud to be Dissenting Catholics'.

I heard  Father Shaun Middleton, who was the main celebrant, welcome everyone before  Mass. He was assisted by Father Jim Kennedy and Canon Patrick Browne (Parish Priest of the Holy Apostles church in Pimlico, Dean of  Westminster and Director of the Permanent Diaconate Programme for the Archdiocese). The Rev.Clare Herbert, Vicar of St.Anne's Soho, where these Masses used to be held, was on the Sanctuary wearing cotta and stole and she read the first Reading.  Canon Browne, who will officiate at the next Mass on 18th March, said how pleased he was to see us all there.

Twenty-one people, including a priest, prayed the Rosary outside the church in reparation for the sacrileges committed at  Holy Communion. The church inside was crowded, mostly with men, and it has to be said that the Mass, apart from the sacrilegious Communions, was reverent.  Before we sang the first hymn, All are Welcome an announcement was read out welcoming everyone, reminding them of God’s Love and Mercy and including the remark that those who felt unable to receive Communion 'for whatever reason' should come up for a blessing. However, as far as I could see, most people received Holy Communion. 

Fr Shaun Middleton read his Homily, welcoming the LGBT ‘Catholics’ to their new 'home', thanking everyone concerned, and praising the quaint 'theology' in ex-priest James Alison’s article in this week’s issue of TheTablet which tries to justify homosexual life-styles. He also said we will see Jesus in His Glory in Heaven as the three Apostles saw Him at the Tranfiguration.  Free copies of The Tablet were available at the back of the church.

The Bidding Prayers began with a petition that we should be inspired to be 'part of an unbreakable covenant symbolised in a rainbow, amidst the clouds'.  The prayers were lengthy with sad additions from people in the Congregation praying for those dying, or dead, from AIDS.  Someone also asked for prayers for those outside praying the Rosary in the rain 'as they are part of our family'. They included a prayer for the Cardinal and for the non-Catholic 'Bishop' Richard of London. The Bidding Prayers closed with a prayer that we may 'work for justice, even in the face of hostility'. For the 'Our Father' we were all invited to hold hands, even across the aisles.

At the end of Mass everyone was thanked again by Charlie Brown, 'Chairperson' of the Soho Masses Pastoral Council (SMPC).  He described the negotiations with Archbishop’s House in setting-up these Masses as 'warm and loving'.  Everyone was urged to come to the Parish Social centre for tea and delicious home-made cakes after Mass - and nearly everyone did. Some even came and invited those of us who were still outside to join them. 

I was overwhelmed with a feeling of deep sadness that these people, many of them young and with so much potential for good, were being led so badly astray by the Church they trusted.  They need our prayers, as do the priests and ex-priests, the Bishop and Cardinal who do know Church teaching and by defying it are endangering other immortal souls besides their own and conniving at grave sacrilege.

Please pray that the Cardinal will be moved to take four important steps -

1.  withdraw his approval of these Masses, forbidding the use of any of his churches or any of his priests for Masses involving those who are openly practising homosexual life-styles;

2.  issue an Ad Clerum instructing his priests to give the Church’s teaching on homosexuality, as found in the 1994 Catechism, from their pulpits;

3.  arrange for prayers of Reparation to be offered  in the Cathedral and all his diocesan churches for the serious sacrileges committed under his jurisdiction;
4.  with the duty belonging to his office obey Canon 808 of the 1983 Canon Law and   insist the LGBT group must stop using the word 'Catholic' because, being public dissenters from infallible Church teaching, it is not theirs to use and it causes confusion and scandal.
Please come and join us as we pray outside Warwick Street Church from 4.45pm until 6.15pm on the first and third Sunday of every month when these Masses will be taking place. This public witness is important.  

Please also pray that these sacrileges will be stopped and hasten that by giving them publicity and writing and encouraging others to write letters to our leaders here and in Rome.

We have just heard that a similar 'Gay-friendly' Mass offered (by coincidence, also at a Church called St.Mary of the Assumption) in Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. has been stopped after only three Masses.  According to the report in The Salt Lake City Tribune of 5th March, available on their web-site, it was stopped because there was so much publicity given to it by shocked American Catholics.  The diocese is without a bishop at present because their bishop was sent to San Francisco to replace Cardinal Levada who had been sent to Rome to head the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Lay people wrote to the Bishop elect, Mgr.John Wester, to the interim administrator Mgr.Terence Fitzgerald, and to the Vatican.  There were so many letters they could not be ignored.  Apparently the letters reported that no mention was made at the Mass that the Church teaches that homosexuality is seriously sinful and therefore a temptation which must be resisted.  Well, I have news for the Cardinal: no mention was made of Church teaching by any of the priests or people present at the Mass on March 4th in this country either.    So, dear readers …………start writing!

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF PRO ECCLSIA ET PONTIFICE

Dear Friends,

I am sorry that this issue of The Flock is so late arriving but events too shocking to ignore have been piling up so fast we have had to re-write some of the pages several times.  As you will see from the back page we are asking our readers to do every thing they can to persuade our Bishops to consecrate England and Wales to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, trusting her Motherly prayers to save this country.  Please photo-copy the back page and send it to as many friends as you can and leave piles in churches, cathedrals and church halls so others can help.  Most important of all, please pray that enough bishops will share our concerns to agree to turn to Our Lady for help.

Because so much is happening that you need to know if you are to pray and take appropriate action, this ‘Flock’ is bigger than usual which means, of course it costs us more to send out.  However we feel we have no alternative in the present crisis.  Perhaps the most pressing problem is that the Cardinal has authorised Masses in London for active homosexuals where they receive Holy Communion.  You will find a leaflet giving you information about these Masses with this issue of The Flock.  Please photo-copy this too and distribute it to as many as possible so we get a crowd outside Warwick Street Church every Sunday these Masses are said.  This prayer vigil not only helps make reparation for the sacrileges committed inside the church, it serves as a valuable witness that true Catholics know the homosexual life-style is sinful. We also need those who cannot reach London to pray where they are and we want everyone to write to the Cardinal and to Rome.  The Catholics in Salt Lake City, Utah, got these Masses stopped by writing letters.  Surely we in England and Wales can do the same.

I am getting phone calls asking me when the Conference is this year.  I think people enjoyed May 27th 2006 so much they can’t wait to come again.  Unfortunately there will not be a Conference this year because we lost so much last year we need time for our finances to recover.  We had worked out the costs assuming we would attract 450 people which would have filled the hall.  Unfortunately less than 350 attended so we had a shortfall of over £1000.  This is disappointing, though those who did come, including an Irishman who had to put up at a hotel and a Plymouth grandmother who hired a mini-bus and filled it by selling 15 tickets, were incredibly worth while people.  We are hoping to hold a smaller Study Day to discuss the Encyclical Pascendi and The Syllabus of Errors both published one hundred years ago this year and both extremely relevant today. We will inform you of the date and venue in the next issue of The Flock.

Thanking you all for your support and your prayers in these difficult times and wishing you and your families every blessing,                                                                             

                                                                                                                        Daphne McLeod.

WARRIOR FOR THE TRUTH - Harry Gallagher R.I.P.

Harry Gallagher, who died on the 19th January this year, was a much-valued member of the committee of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.  He had lived most of his life on the Essex side of London and was one of those people best appreciated by those who knew him.  It is, perhaps, a matter of regret that his qualities were not known to a wider audience - but such a thought would never have occurred to Harry, a modest and mild-mannered man who saw nothing exceptional in himself. He was very knowledgeable about the Church's social doctrine, especially as it affected the core institution of society - the family. As a devoted husband and father Harry was particularly aware of the plight of families in a society increasingly hostile to them. The nature and use of money was also a subject which gave him cause for concern.  In fact, a priest of the Brentwood diocese, a year or two ago, suggested that Harry should write a paper for the Bishops of England and Wales explaining our debt-based financial system and its many evil effects on society and especially on the family. Harry pursued for over forty years a wonderfully-sustained letter-writing apostolate in the local, national and Catholic press; he also spoke out, in private conversation and in public forum whenever he heard what he considered to be an error which needed refuting.  His family will miss him dreadfully whilst the Catholic body in this country will be the weaker for the loss of a quiet champion. May he rest in peace.                                                   David Foster
….and now for something completely different!

A NATION OF HOLY BUNNIES ?

Most Dioceses are busy producing Programmes to involve parishes in various aspects of religious activity designed to enrich their Lenten observances. Obviously they don’t actually teach the faith by using Evangelium or The Compendium.  This would disturb 'the widespread religious ignorance' His Holiness the Pope feels is now one of our biggest problems.  Instead we get an assortment of ingenious Schemes like Westminster's: A Holy Nation.

We have been sent a copy of the section of this Scheme devised for teenagers, A Holy Nation - a Resource for young people. The Introduction explains that this 'is not designed to be a teaching tool' but instead serves to encourage young people 'to meet together and share faith with each other'.  After describing the format for each of the six sessions we are reminded again that 'this is not a teaching exercise' but an opportunity to share and grow in faith, so there is a great deal of  time spent in discussion about their week and even about their ideas on Religion.

Each session consists of an 'icebreaker', a short prayer with responses, more discussion, the theme - eg. Baptism makes us part of a Community - a clip from a film such as Star Wars, a reading from Scripture followed by reflections, and a concluding prayer. Some of the exercises are highly dubious. For instance Session Two, Becoming Community includes a visualisation meditation in the Appendix as a Reflection.  This technique has been not only discredited but found to be potentially harmful, especially for young people.  

The 'icebreakers' which start the sessions vary and are quite imaginative - if that is the right word. For example, Session Three, Forgiveness, starts with all the teenagers being designated as bunnies - Bunny Number One, Bunny Number Two, etc.  Then one ‘Bunny’ has to tell two others to ‘respect’ each other by bending their knees and flapping their ears (hands). If one bunny is not respectful enough, he/she is sentenced to hop around the hall saying 'I’m a naughty bunny' repeatedly.  Everyone gets a turn and, when peace has been restored, the discussion is about saying sorry to each other. It claims there is a link to Reconciliation but no instruction is given on the Sacrament of Penance and the youngsters are not encouraged to actually go to Confession.  Perhaps that is just as well.  They might hop into the Confessional and say 'Bless me Father, I’m a naughty bunny'!

The Programme uses material from the Young Christian Workers (YCW) Movement, especially in Session Six, Leadership.   As this Movement is based on a liberation theology paradigm it’s material should not be used.  I am sorry too that it is promoted on the last two pages of  Session Six.  Sorry but not surprised as Danny Curtin, who helped to write the sessions, is President of the YCW in this country.  He was also a member of the Renew/At Your Word, Lord   Session II  editorial team.

It seems a great shame that, if youngsters are good enough to give up an hour of their time every week in Lent, that this time is not put to better use.  It would be so easy to give them a better understanding of Church teaching, simply and clearly, leaving time for questions and  answers. Westminster Archdiocese has many excellent priests who could devise such a programme, one which would not insult teenagers as this does but would instead instil them with a love of Christ and respect for the teachings of His Church. 

MY WORDS MEAN WHAT I WANT THEM TO MEAN!

Lewis Carroll’s Humpty Dumpty is alive and well and living in Clifton.

We have received a copy of the uncompleted R.E. Syllabus compiled for religious teachers in  Catholic/Anglican Senior schools in the Diocese of Clifton.  It covers the whole of the first Year, (Year 7) so is for eleven- to twelve-year-olds.  It also gives a summary of the teaching to be given in the next two years.  It seems to have been written by Lewis Carroll’s Humpty Dumpty, who made words mean whatever he liked them to mean because this Syllabus changes the meaning of even important words.  For example, the first Module for Year 7 on The truth of faith misinforms the eleven-year-olds by stating that: 'Truth in the church is revealed by the  shared understanding of the community'  and again: 'In the church we understand that Truth is discerned by the understanding of the community.'  This is clearly wrong!

Not only is this wrong, even about secular truths, but it also contradicts the Church’s consistent, universal and therefore infallible teaching that religious Truth is found in Divine Revelation.  As the 1994  Catechism explains, Truth comes to us first from Old Testament prophets, then from Almighty God Himself when He became Man and now from His One Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church.  But this Syllabus ignores Divine Revelation and even the possibility of objective Truth.  We are obviously dealing with blatant heresy here, and a very dangerous heresy, but one which is convenient for R.E. teachers who have to teach two conflicting beliefs like Catholicism and Anglicanism at the same time to their mixed classes.

Once the pupils have been indoctrinated with the belief that Religious Truth is merely subjective, the next module Truth about Jesus follows this dictum. So they discuss questions such as Why depict Jesus as a revolutionary? trying, it must be supposed, to come to a consensus! Most of their R.E. time is spent in discussing such questions - or using irrelevant resources like an image of Jesus looking like Che Guevara.  The next unit deals with Salvation so: we need saving from ageing, death, poverty, boredom, etc  is to be discussed and the outcome must be that Students will be able to agree their own definition of Salvation.  There is a great deal of open discussion and very little solid teaching, and what there is misleads pupils.  For example, after the Resurrection, the statement 'Jesus is alive in the spirit' qualifies 'Jesus is alive' and makes it look as if He is not really alive.

Clare Richards (despite her condemnation by the Vatican) is a recommended resource!

The next Module called Belonging deals with the Church and ‘church’ is redefined as 'a community who see in Christ their salvation and are called to be his presence in the world.'  This is not precise enough.  The Council of Trent defined the Church as: 'a union of human beings who are united by profession of the same faith, by participation of and in the same Sacraments and under the direction of their lawful pastors, especially the one representative of Christ on earth, the Bishop of Rome.'  This definition was confirmed by the second Vatican Council and therefore must be taught to pupils at Catholic schools. The Vatican Document, Dominus Iesus in 2000, explained that the Anglican community cannot legitimately be called a Church.

The final module for this year deals with Sikhism and it is rather sad to read that the learning outcome is that 'Students are able to describe and explain the key beliefs in Sikhism' when they are extremely unlikely to be able to describe and explain the key beliefs in Catholicism. The next two years, taking the children up to 14 or 15 seem to offer only more vague questions loosely based on some aspects of Christianity with, in year 8, lessons on Buddhism and Judaism while year 9 deals with Islam.

There is no attempt in these three years to cover any of the material which should be covered, for example no explanation of the precepts in the Creed: no teaching on the Commandments: no exploration of the Sacramental System; nothing about the Fall, our Redemption, Sanctifying Grace or the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; no attempt to introduce the children to Our Blessed Lady, the Angels and the Communion of Saints or even our holy  Martyrs, no mention of Church History or the importance of daily prayer.  No suggestion is made that teachers should consult The Catechism of the Catholic Church, called the “norm” for R.E. by Pope John Paul 11, nor is the Compendium, recommended by Pope Benedict  XVI,  even mentioned.

It is obvious from this  Syllabus that these  schools can no longer be described as Catholic  as, not only do they fail to teach enough about the Faith for pupils to be  able to lead good Catholic lives, they falsify the status of the Divine Revelation the children are entitled to hear unaltered. Rome should insist Bishop Declan Lang of Clifton removes the name ‘Catholic’ from them, admits to his flock that he has given away the schools their  forefathers sacrificed so much for  and advises Catholic parents to use state schools in future while teaching religion to their children at home with Faith and Life or another sound American Scheme. Catholic R.E. teachers, many of whom we understand are very unhappy with this Syllabus, would be well advised to seek employment in other schools.

Daphne McLeod.
_________________________________________________________________________________

BLESSINGS WE SHOULD THANK GOD FOR………

Although the Church in England and Wales is now beset with appalling problems, the like of which would have been unthinkable only a few years ago, there are, at the same time, some good things happening. We want to list a few which, although they may not all be absolutely perfect (something difficult to find in this post-Conciliar Church) they are still as welcome as the green shoots which promise a better Spring after a long, harsh Winter. 

Books which help to rectify today's widespread religious ignorance.

· Evangelium - a Parish  Course for Catholic adults, RCIA, Confirmation preparation, Marriage preparation, and also for Senior schools.  It covers all  the Truths in the 1994 Catechism and presents them in an attractive and thoroughly up-to-date manner with colourful books and a CD ROM for power point presentation if required. This excellent Scheme has been  compiled by two young priests and it makes ALPHA and CaFE  quite redundant. Available from  C.T.S. 40-46, Harleyford Road, London. SE11  5AY,  Tel. 020  7640 0042   e-mail; orders@cts-online.org.uk  
                         web-site; www.cts.online.org.uk/evangelium.htm    

· Blessed Alexandrina, a living miracle of the Eucharist.  This is a brief but inspiring and fast selling book about an amazing Saint of our times. Available from the author, Kevin Rowles  at  80, Craneford Way, Twickenham. TW2  7SQ for £1.50  or  from  The Alexandrina Society, 32, Bridge Street, Belturbet. Co.Cavan, Ireland, for two Euros.

· TAN Books of America continue to publish really helpful spiritual books, some new but many reprints of earlier classics. The latest, and one of the very best, is The Glories of Divine Grace by Fr Matthias J.Scheeben (1835-1888). This lovely book describes the wonders of the Sanctifying Grace given to our souls and, as the back cover claims, could “be one of the two or three most influential Catholic books a person will ever read.”  Available from Carmel Books, P.O.Box 40, Wellington, Somerset. TA21 9WZ  Tel.  01823  664751    for £10.95.  ISBN 0-89555 509-3

· TAMEZIN - a magazine for young people which will entertain and instruct them instead of  leading them astray as so many magazines do today.  The young people are invited to submit items themselves and the venture, which is proving very successful, is a project of the Dawliffe Hall Educational Foundation.  Details available from: 1,Chelsea Embankment, London. SW3 41G  Tel. 020  7352 1545  tamezinworkshop@yahoo.co.uk

· The Joy of God’s Plan - an excellent  DVD which teaches Catholic couples the beauty and simplicity of Natural Family Planning, a teaching which has been sadly neglected in the past.   His Grace Archbishop Kevin McDonald of Southwark welcomed it enthusiastically at the launch in Westminster on January 31st, and promised to recommend it to his brother bishops, so it should soon be in every parish. It shows couples a beautiful, spiritual way to lead their married lives, growing closer to Almighty God as well as to each other, as they need never lose Sanctifying Grace by the grave sin of contraception. As the DVD shows, this method of NFP is not only reliable, it has a record of  promoting happiness in marriage so it results in much fewer break-ups.  The Luton Good Counsel  are to be congratulated on producing such a professional DVD and for breaking the Church’s long silence.  Available from the C.T.S. for £14.95.

Summer Schools which help our young people.

· St Catherine’s Trust Summer School  for ages 11-18, Sunday  30th July - Sunday 6th August  at Ardingly Court West Sussex.  Contact St Catherine’s Trust, 58, Thornton Road, London.  SW12 OLF  for further details or visit  www.stcatherinestrust.org 

· David Foster’s Summer School  for ages 14 -18, Sunday  22nd July - Sunday 29th, at Pangbourne near Reading.  Contact David at 272 Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex. CM15 9EA or e-mail him at  dfoster@waitrose.com for further details.
These two Summer Schools, which are run and staffed by volunteers, fulfil a real need, teaching young Catholics basics of the Faith, Catholic culture and history and enabling them to worship, discuss our Religion and just have fun with like-minded youngsters.  David Foster’s School, which he has run for over twenty years now, is able to show how rich the fruits are in priestly vocations and faithful young parents. However, like everything these days, they do cost money so donations will be very much appreciated as they could help to fund a youngster whose parents are struggling.

And Finally

We cannot end without mentioning one of the greatest blessings Christ is giving His Church in these troubled times.  We are referring to the wonderfully good young priests and seminary students who, almost miraculously, have started appearing around this country recently.  Interestingly, many have not been to Catholic Senior Schools but have studied the Faith themselves so they are knowledgeable as well as being devout and strong enough to withstand criticism.  They give support to each other but they need our prayers daily as life can be very difficult for them at present.  We feel really privileged to have met so many.  Almost like Moses, it's as though we have glimpsed the Promised Land, because these young men are the Future - which will happen - even if we are not here to see it.

We give Thee thanks, Almighty God, for these, and for all Thy benefits,

 Who livest and reignest, world without end, Amen.
DEDICATION OF OUR COUNTRY  TO THE IMMACULATE  HEART OF MARY

Anyone who has read through this issue of The Flock will have no doubt that the Church in this country is in deep, if not terminal, trouble.  The long term decline is accelerating now at an alarming rate and no-one in authority, either in this country or in Rome, seems prepared to do anything about it.  Clearly the volume and frequency of letters to our Bishops and Rome must increase to such an extent that they simply cannot be ignored.

The Catholic press has to be cautious about printing truths which our leaders do not like in case their sale is banned and when we do manage to get information into an American magazine such as Catholic World Report we are called to account by the Papal Nuncio.  This means we must go higher for help.  We must ask our Conference of Bishops to follow the example of the Bishops Conference in Spain who consecrated their country to Mary’s Immaculate Heart three years ago and are already reaping the benefit of her loving care.  The Bishops of the United States entrusted America to Mary on 12th November 2006 so we too must go to the great Mother of God, Queen of Heaven herself for the help we desperately need.  To be exact, it will be a Re-dedication because Cardinal Bourne dedicated our Country to Mary’s Immaculate Heart at the beginning of the twentieth century and was rewarded with an outstanding period of growth in every direction, which lasted for the next sixty years.

Please will YOU write to your own Bishop asking him to do all he can to ensure the Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales gather in Westminster Cathedral to dedicate this country to the Immaculate Heart of Mary before this year is out.  If you can send a copy of your letter also to H.E. Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor as Leader of the Bishops Conference, that will help even more.  Then we must pray that our pleas are heeded and this country is put under Mary’s special care before the Catholic Church disappears completely from these shores.

Every day say frequently the prayer Our Lady herself gave us……….. 

O Mary conceived without sin, Pray for us who have recourse to Thee.
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