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‘THE BEST - AND THE WORST - OF TIMES’

T
his quotation from  A Tale of Two Cities seems to fit the Church in England and Wales today because, although there are a few good things happening, at the same time some outrageous and extremely damaging scandals are not only being tolerated but are actually being promoted by the Catholic Church in this country. It is as if the road we are travelling to bring us closer to our Blessed Lord has come to a fork, with the two paths leading off in widely divergent ways. One road faithfully and directly follows the teaching and guidance of Christ in His One True Church voiced by His Vicar in Rome when addressing the whole world and all the bishops in full communion with him. The other road, which is much more crowded, meanders between false catechetics and false ecumenism, employing various liturgical abuses on the way and, inevitably, ending up with the cheap popularity it has been aiming at instead of the Truth which is Christ. 

We Catholics need to be aware of both if we are to take appropriate action. This action involves defending Christ’s teaching, not only as we would expect from non-Catholic dissenters, but, sadly, from dissenters within the Church, including even some of our own Church Leaders.  This seems very hard as we expect them to guide us and our children towards Truth not away from it, to protect us from error not force it on us and our children.  Once aware we have to decide which road we choose to follow.

NO MIDDLE WAY

There is absolutely no middle way. Jesus didn’t offer a middle way because there isn’t one.  He told us that, ‘ He who is not with Me is against Me ‘. While we are living on Earth we must stand up and be counted as either for Him or against Him.  This means exercising our God-given Free Will, knowing that our place in Eternity will be determined by the choice we make today.  If we really are with Our Blessed Lord we will defend Him, His teaching and His Church at every opportunity He provides.  If we consider that we are ill-equipped to do this then, quite simply, we must equip ourselves by using the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Compendium of the Catechism, and websites such as the Vatican - www.vatican.va - and the one provided by our own organisation - www.proecclesia.com - as well as other reliable websites, for example: www.catholic.com (Catholic Answers) www.catholicassociates.com and www.churchinhistory.org which all provide much valuable information. Thus equipped, we can be ready to correct false teaching with certainty - whoever voices it. Correcting error is one way of teaching Truth so it is very important to do it.

Doing it with Love is also very important because only then can Our Lord use it.  He will not get involved with anything done out of spite or, Heaven forbid, pride. We must Love the heretic and Love the Truth enough to hate the heresy.  Then our Lord can use our offering as He used the bread and fish offered by the boy long ago in Galilee.   

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER

The other essential is, of course, Prayer.  Before we sit down to write a letter, engage in conversation or stand up to challenge a speaker, we need to pray for guidance and help. God the Holy Spirit is there for us whenever we defend Truth and all our brothers and sisters in Heaven are with us 100%, and you can also ask your friends on earth to pray for you.  Then, as long as we have done our homework, the right words will come and then more prayer following our intervention, will help our words to bear fruit.

Needless to say, there is a cost.  We may well find, no matter how gentle we try to be, that our family and personal relationships suffer or that our outspokennness makes us unpopular with the thoroughly nice people who are happily following the other road - maybe only out of ignorance.  Also, such action and the preparation it demands will certainly erode our free time.  But if we help to put only one soul on the right track it will all have been so worthwhile.  One of the meanings of the word ‘crisis’ is ‘opportunity’ - and we should thank God we have been given this way to show our love for Our Blessed Lord.  If we say every day the Simple Act of Faith by St Leonard which Catholic children used to learn at school: “My God I believe in You and all your Church does teach, because You have said it and your words are true.” then we will never approve - even by silence - anything which goes against the Truths taught by our Dear Lord or His Holy Church. 

_____________________________________________________________________

AT  WHO’S WORD ?

It is the fashion today for dioceses in England and Wales to offer glossy expensive  Programmes with trendy titles for adult lay Catholics. None that we have seen works through either the “Catechism of the Catholic Church” or the “Compendium”,so, although there is a real need for adult catechesis, these programmes should be approached with caution.  As most seem to bear little relation to true catechesis or the teaching of the Church they could lead us down the wrong path entirely.  

For example, giving an interim report on “Seeking the face of Christ” the Programme of Consultation with the Laity used in Clifton Diocese, Bishop Declan Lang pointed out to an audience of priests, deacons and parish council members that some issues could not be decided by him alone. He cited as examples, “women priests, married clergy and celibacy” explaining that these would have to be “taken to the Bishops’ Conference for discussion.”

Does he really believe that these are proper issues for laity to discuss or that there is any point in taking them to the Bishops of England and Wales for discussion ?

Another programme which we have studied, as it seems fairly typical, is “At Your Word, Lord” – the follow-up to which is currently running in Westminster Archdiocese. Like the others, it aims to set up small ‘faith-sharing’ groups within parishes where people exchange their own ideas about the faith without any correction of error allowed.  As the Pope has warned us, there is now ‘widespread religious ignorance’ among Catholics so this is bound to cause confusion and distress.

To compound these errors, the team running the programme, Bishops John Arnold and George Stack, Mgr Keith Balthrop of CASE and Father O’Boy, under the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, seem to have deliberately chosen well-known dissenters as the only resources.  For instance they have invited Father Rafeal Esteban, author of “How the Church must change” to come all the way from East Anglia to explain how the Church must change Her teaching on, among other things, contraception.  He will also show how we must dismantle the Hierarchial Church, instituted by Christ, in favour of a democratic church of his own devising.  We are told that ‘Father is an excellent speaker’ who will explore “ideas of leadership and the development of lay ministry,” but whether he will be following the ‘Lord’s word’ I am not at all sure.

 “Sadhana: A Way to God,” is the book chosen as a resource. This book, by Father Anthony de Mello, promotes practices from eastern religions such as mantras, centering prayer, and other Buddhist techniques.  It was considered to be so dangerous to Catholics that the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, when under Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, took the unusual step of issuing a stern notification pronouncing it “void” and “ambiguous”.  This must prompt the question: Why teach Buddhism when it is Catholicism we need to know? Or is the Lord in “At Your Word, Lord,” the Lord Buddha?  And if this was not enough….. Westminster have also invited the psychotherapist Margaret Philpot to indoctrinate  Catholics with the discredited Liberation ‘Theology’. Laity will be trained in theory-practice-methodology techniques so they are equipped with the skills they need to take over from the clergy in leading their fellow Catholics - obviously down the wrong road.  We must do all we can to expose the dangers of this Programme to the innocent, vulnerable Catholics who will otherwise be led astray by it. 

We should also point out to the authorities that there are many faithful Catholic priests much closer than East Anglia who would willingly give talks which are in line with Church teaching to people following a Programme. There are also excellent CATHOLIC  spiritual books, some of them by canonised saints, which would not lead anyone astray but would  make really worthwhile resources.  Indeed, there is now an excellent, truly Catholic Programme for adults called  Evangelium which informs and inspires people without dissent of any kind. Evangelium is available from the CTS. It  presents the faith extremely well and in an interesting way using modern technology.  If this was used in all our dioceses it would go a long way towards correcting the errors instilled by forty years of false catechesis, by the rogue courses ‘Catholic’ ALPHA and CaFE, and by these new Programmes.  It could even put whole parishes back on the right path and lead them to Christ.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

WILL YOUR GRANDCHILDREN BE CATHOLIC?

AN ASTONISHING RESPONSE

Last October we produced a booklet entitled Will Your Grandchildren be Catholic? It describes how religious instruction in most Catholic schools, Colleges, Seminaries and Parishes was cleverly hi-jacked by modernists after the second Vatican Council.  We hope that by tracing and explaining what went so badly wrong forty years ago, and has still not been corrected, Catholics of goodwill can be helped to re-establish sound teaching which is in line with The Catechism of the Catholic Church.

We have been astonished at the reaction of people all over the English-speaking world to this 48-page booklet.  Already our first edition of 1000 has almost sold out, even though our ‘Flock’ readers have not yet had access to it.  Some people have been buying ten or more copies at a time so they could inform their friends and fellow parishioners! This means that we have had to order another, revised, edition which should be ready by the time you read this page.

The catastrophic decline the Church is facing here, in other English-speaking countries and in most of Western Europe is now too obvious to be denied, so any caring Catholic must question why this has happened.  On Sunday 6th January Tony Spencer of the Central Statistical Council spelt out the situation in England and Wales on the Radio 4 Sunday Programme.  He told listeners that in the last thirty years Mass attendance has dropped by 40% and Catholic marriages by 60%.  Between 1963 and 1991 converts to Catholicism went down by 55% and First Holy Communions by 40%.  Mr Spencer rightly described this as the biggest demographic disaster in the Catholic Church since the Reformation.  He concluded his report by asking “Why has this happened? Questions must be asked.”

AN ENORMOUS RELIGIOUS IGNORANCE

Part of the answer he is looking for can be found in the Holy Father’s statement in 2003 when, as Cardinal Ratzinger, he launched the Commission who were to compile The Compendium of the Catechism saying,  “There exists now an enormous religious ignorance…in the times after the Council it is evident that we have not succeeded in transmitting, in a concrete way the content of the Catholic Faith.”  If Catholics have not been taught the Truths of the Faith, fully and effectively, obviously they will not attend Mass, frequent the Sacraments, live chaste lives, bring their children up as Catholics, etc.  It is only by following Our Blessed Lord’s instruction to teach each successive generation ‘everything He commanded’ that the Church has survived for nearly 2,000 years.  But we have to delve further.  We must ask why we have we failed to pass on the Faith for the last forty years when for centuries we succeeded so well, in spite of pagan societies, through times of persecution and even when communication was a far bigger problem.  This is the question answered in Will Your Grandchildren be Catholic?  Order your copies now by writing to:

Mrs Daphne McLeod, 4 Fife Way, Bookham,

 Surrey   KT23 3PH.

  The booklets cost £2 each;  £15 for ten; or £20 for thirty, including postage.

    Please make cheques payable to PEEP.

If you can distribute more copies at your Church, or through an organisation, please let us know and we will arrange more for you.  If the Church is to survive in this country, it is essential now that we are all well enough informed to play our part in halting the on-going exodus of tens of thousands of Catholics every year.

_____________________________________________________________________
LANCASTER LEADS THE WAY

Since the late sixties most Catholic schools in this country and those in many other English-speaking countries, have been suffering from a terrible plague. Like the last of the ten Egyptian plagues, it attacked our precious children, denying them the Faith which is their heritage by robbing them of the Catholic teaching their schools were built to give and replacing it with such dismal rubbish they usually turned away from the Church for life. 

Gradually, some Bishops in other countries have recognised that this is a disastrous error and have begun a welcome return to Catholic teaching in line with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Until recently no diocese in England and Wales made a move in this direction, in spite of seeing an increase in priestly vocations,more stable marriages and churches full of  faithful, well-informed Catholics, resulting from sound teaching. Now this has  changed.

In November 2007, the Right Reverend  Patrick O’Donoghue, Bishop of Lancaster Diocese, decided that all the Catholic schools he is responsible for in his diocese will in future teach the Doctrines of the Church fully and without any ambiguity. The main resource for his  R.E. teachers is now to be the once despised  Catechism of the Catholic Church, described by Pope John Paul II as “the norm for religious instruction.”  

We have had vague promises before but this is, Praise God, quite different because the Bishop’s decision is accompanied by a 68 page Document:

Fit for Mission?: Schools

This tells us specifically that Catholic children in Lancaster will now be taught about Our Immortal Souls, The Blessed Trinity, The Fall, Original Sin, the Divinity of Christ and His unique position, Sanctifying Grace, the Authority of the Pope and the One True Church, and so much more that is not found in the approved R.E. texts.  And, what is more, this teaching is to be given even if non-Catholic pupils are present.

Moreover, in future, teachers in Lancaster’s Catholic schools will be required to be good-living, practising Catholics so that not only are pupils taught the Divinely revealed Truths by believers, but also the Faith will be taught across the curriculum as it used to be.  Sex-ed will strictly follow Vatican Guidelines - i.e. nothing at all in Primary schools and nothing explicit in Senior schools to mixed classes.  The children will now be taught about Our Lady, Angels and our wonderful Catholic Saints.  They will be introduced to the Holy Rosary and taught to be reverent in church again.  Sacramental preparation will be covered in schools as well as in parishes - even the Four Last things have been remembered.

There is much more but no room to list it all here.  The Document can be read at www.lancasterrcdiocese.org.uk/missionreview/schools.html.
Sadly (but unsurprisingly) not everyone is pleased.  Although the Vatican has praised Bishop O’Donoghue for this Document, even saying it should be a model for other dioceses in Britain, Archbishop Vincent Nichols, Chairman of the Department for Education in England and Wales after first describing it as “fascinating” has now distanced himself from it! Fortunately, faithful Catholics are more enthusiastic.  Bishop O’Donoghue says he has been inundated with enthusiastic letters from grateful Catholics and requests for copies of the Document have come from other parts of Britain as well as from America, Canada, France, Australia and Malta. 

But there are other problems.  For instance, the false teaching has gone on for so long, many of our teachers, like other Catholic adults, through no fault of their own, have little understanding of the faith or how best to teach it.  They will not all find it easy to translate the Catechism of the Catholic Church into lessons, especially lessons for Primary-age children.  Although there are no English religious textbooks which cover the Truths of the Faith this fully, we are fortunate to have the new American Faith and Life Series (published by CUF) which is available from the CTS and other Catholic bookshops in this country.

Faith and Life covers every school year from reception to age fourteen. It provides teachers with lesson plans, worksheets, activities, quizzes and various useful tips such as when to revise important issues.  There are also helpful Catholic websites like ours which offer catechetical talks and some like Catholic Answers (www.catholic.com) who will also answer questions.  We have books like the lovely Bread of Life (£4.95) by Father Martin Edwards, (published by Gracewing) which prepares children for  Confession and Holy Communion. Older pupils would benefit from access to Mgr. Gilbey’s We Believe.  This extremely helpful book was written when Monsignor Gilbey retired from his many years as Chaplain at Cambridge University and he based it on the questions students had asked him down the years.  The new edition is available from Mr C.V. Walne, 100, Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3PB (£7.95 including postage).

Finally, every school library should have a copy of Scott Hahn’s beautiful Understanding Scripture.  This goes from Genesis to the end of Revelation in 550 A4 pages, putting everything in the light of Catholic teaching.  It includes many glorious reproductions, maps, charts and valuable insights from the saints.  It costs  £45 from St Anthony’s Communications, Mount Carmel, St Bride’s Lane, Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire, Wales.  SA69 9HL

Surely it is Providential that the Lancaster Document has appeared just as all these useful teaching aids have become available – teaching aids which will enable the document to be properly implemented. 

COMMENTS ON THE DOCUMENT………….

As we go to press two reports about the Lancaster document have been published:

The groundbreaking education document 'Fit for Mission', Schools' produced by the Bishop of Lancaster has received further praise from the Vatican. The document had previously been praised by the Congregation for Clergy. It has now also been singled out by Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education, as a 'reliable resource for renewing the vitality of Catholic education in today's society'. The Cardinal commended Bishop Patrick O'Donoghue on behalf of the Congregation for his 'initiative and work done to strengthen the values inherent in the Catholic school'. Cardinal Grocholewski highlighted the publication's 'comprehensive' use of documents from the Holy See to support the Catholic ethos in schools on a diocesan level. The implementation of the Fit for Mission? Schools programme will be developed throughout Lancaster over the course of this year. The diocese's education centre will facilitate and co-ordinate further consultation and implementation of the action plan among primary and secondary schools, and colleges. The consultation will culminate in a diocesan conference in November 2008 to discuss the progress of the initiative over the year. Bishop O'Donoghue, currently on a pastoral visit to India at the invitation of the Syro-Malabar community, said: 'I am absolutely delighted with the letter from Cardinal Grocholewski. 'It is so encouraging to learn that Fit for Mission? Schools has been commended by the Congregation that has authority over all Catholic schools and colleges throughout the world.'
He added: 'I see it as yet another sign that our efforts at Lancaster are moving in the right direction. 'We are honestly trying to make our schools and parishes fit for mission - striving to communicate the Gospel with a freshness and energy to young and old.' [Gabriel Communications] 
In a linked story, and further to our report about the claim made by Daphne McLeod, chairman of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, that diocesan advisers are keeping a 'stranglehold' over the teaching of religion in Catholic schools, retired headmaster Eric Hester has the following letter published in this week's Catholic Herald. 'Sir - For some 30 years Daphne McLeod (News, January 18) has been the Cassandra of Catholic education: fated to tell the truth but never to be believed. Recent figures of the decline of the Church in England and Wales now show Mrs McLeod's criticism of Catholic religious education to be completely valid. 
Mrs McLeod is especially right to draw attention to the failure of Catholic inspections to be of any use since they are conducted by people responsible for the textbooks which have failed Catholic pupils. All other inspections in our schools - Ofsted, for example - are impartial and forbidden even from mentioning a textbook by name, let alone recommending it. 
It is disingenuous of the national adviser for Religious Education, Fr Joseph Quigley, to say that schools are not inspected by the same actual inspectors as those who wrote the book: those who approve the inspectors, approved the books. However, it is good news that a review of the disastrous books Here I Am and Icons is already underway. Why has this review not been given full publicity? I had never heard of it until Fr Quigley's throwaway remark - it has not been publicised in the Catholic media or on the bishops' conference website. This time there must be no secrecy. The consultation must include not just a few carefully selected people but must be available to all Catholic parents, teachers and priests.
Might I suggest, too, that the consultation and review should be under the chairmanship of Bishop Patrick O'Donoghue of Lancaster, or his nominee from that diocese, which is energetically tackling the teaching of RE and applying the remedies ordered by Rome? [Catholic Herald]

'Fit for Mission? Schools - an expanded edition - See with His Eyes, Love with His Heart, Share in His Virtues' is due to be published by the Catholic Truth Society on February 12th. ISBN: 978-1-86082-497-5

Product code: Do 779. Price: £6.95. Size: A4, 80 pages.

UP-DATE ON THE SOHO MASSES
There has been a significant development in the on-going scandal of the sacrilegious Masses for those living homosexual life-styles, at the Church of the Assumption and St Gregory..  On Sunday 16th December Mgr Sheamus O’Boyle V.G. announced at the end of  the 5 p.m. Mass that he was taking over as Parish Priest and there were to be no more Masses for specific groups in Warwick Street Church.  He also said that they didn’t want to be accused of having sacrilegious Masses, that everyone was welcome, individually, at any of the Masses and ended by saying that they would work something out together but he didn’t know what.  Westminster Archdiocese issued a Press Release confirming this statement and adding that catechesis and formation would in future be given  “according to the mind of the Church”.

We were very happy to hear this but of course Martin Pendergast and the rest of the Soho Mass Group were not.  They claimed on their web-sites that there was no change and the Masses were still advertised  - even to our  surprise by Bishop John Arnold in the January WESTMINSTER RECORD.   Now it transpires a compromise was made.  The Soho homosexual group will be allowed to have the Masses they have already arranged and the priests, mostly Jesuits, they have already invited, will offer them.  The last of these Masses takes place on Sunday 17th February so until then, every first and third Sunday, the 5 p.m. Mass at Warwick Street will still be specifically for practising homosexuals and they will still receive Our Lord in Holy Communion without any reminder of Church teaching.

This means that we continue to pray the Rosary in reparation outside the Church from 4.45 to 6.15 on the first and third Sundays of the month up to and including 17th February and after that keeping a careful watch. Please join us if you possible can.  At the 5 p.m. Masses after 17th February there should not be any newsletters pertaining to any group given out by anyone, the Bidding Prayers should be composed by the parish priest only and, most important of all, the Social, at present held after Mass in the Parish Hall, should not continue to be run by any specific group or distribute their literature. 

This is not perfect.  It is however a significant step and we would like to thank everybody for their prayers, especially those who have kept vigil so faithfully since March 4th 2007 praying the Holy Rosary every first and third Sunday  in Warwick Street opposite the Church of the Assumption and St Gregory.  Please keep up your prayers for our brothers and sisters who are in this sad situation.  
_________________________________________________________________________________

ETERNAL ROME RISING LIKE THE PHOENIX FROM THE ASHES OF VATICAN II ?

     This article by Graham Moorhouse is an abridged adaptation of an essay written by Brian McCall which appeared in full in ‘The Remnant’.

It is time for traditionalists to emerge from their catacombs: for, in Rome, Our Mother who had seemed dead for decades is showing signs of rising like the phoenix from the post-Conciliar ashes. Of enormous moment was the publishing of the Motu Proprio on July 7th.  After forty years (biblically, a very significant period) wandering in the wilderness, the faith and worship of our forefathers was released from its illegal captivity.  Some bishops are still seeking to place conditions on its parole, but having been granted our freedom by the highest authority on earth we can afford to be charitable towards our erstwhile jailers.

Yet possibly even more important: on November 30, 2007 Pope Benedict XVI issued his landmark encyclical Spe Salvi.  If July 7, 2007 saw the release of traditional worship from prison, November 30 saw it proclaimed publicly to the world.  This seventy-plus page document contains not a single reference to Vatican II or the writings of John Paul II!  In Spe Salvi we find the Church speaking as herself again as if she had rediscovered her soul.  Yet our hope lies not only in these astonishing omissions, but in the fact that the very essence of the false hope of Vatican II, the aggiornamento with the errors of the modern world, is under attack.  The topic of hope could have easily turned into the vague Gaudium et Spes phrases, “don’t worry, almost everyone is probably saved in their own way” which have been coursing through the veins of the Church for too long.  Almost as if in answer to the wolves in sheep’s clothing, Pope Benedict’s new encyclical clearly teaches that there is only one source of hope: the Truth as revealed by the true God. “To come to know God - the true God - means to receive hope.”

Speaking of St. Paul’s position towards false religions we can hear in the words of Benedict XVI the condemnation by Pius IX of the error that any religion can be salvific: “Of course he [St. Paul] knew they [the pre-Christian Ephesians] had had gods, he knew they had had a religion, but their gods had proved questionable, and no hope emerged from their contradictory myths.  Notwithstanding their gods, they were ‘without God’ and consequently found themselves in a dark world, facing a dark future.”  His Holiness does not suggest that we need to dialogue with, or learn from, the freemasonic vague notion of an abstract god of nature or the Darwinian atheistic god of science: “It is not the elemental spirits of the universe, the laws of matter, which ultimately govern the world and mankind, but a personal God governs the stars, that is, the universe; it is not the laws of matter and of evolution that have the final say, but reason, will, love - a Person.  And if we know this Person and he knows us, then truly the inexorable power of material elements no longer has the last word; we are not slaves of the universe and of its laws, we are free.”  Significantly, this statement is not followed by any of the typical post-Conciliar qualifiers and ambiguities about knowing this person in our own way or other religions containing elements of this truth.

The encyclical reaches its crescendo by clearly and plainly discussing some of the most un-ecumenical topics the Last Judgment, Hell, Purgatory and Our Lady.  In refuting the modern utopianism in all its varied forms, the Pope reminds us that our only hope of justice is not in these flawed ideologies but in the Last Judgment.  The fear of this great Day of Judgment gives us hope that things will eventually be set right, not by us and our petty political ideas - but by God.  

The Pope quotes the Vietnamese martyr Paul Le-Bao-Tinh († 1857) to remind us that no matter how arduous our sufferings here they are only the image of that “everlasting Hell.”  Unlike some sermons of the past forty years that separate justice from God’s mercy, the Pope shows that mercy (or grace) is inseparable from justice.  Justice is impossible without Hell, confirmation of the existence of which is seen in our own material sufferings here.  Further, the doctrine of Purgatory is demanded by God’s justice.  Yet, this justice is tempered by the mercy of God who allows us to intervene and soften the burning fire of those in that state. So, notwithstanding all the funeral sermons so frequently preached, Purgatory has not been cast aside by the “Spirit of Vatican II” after all!  The Holy Souls must have rejoiced to know that a Vicar of Christ is once again after so long acknowledging that they exist and can benefit from our efforts.  

Finally, the Encyclical ends with a return to the type of loving invocation so common in former Religious Instruction and in the traditional Mass :  “Holy Mary, Mother of God, our Mother, teach us to believe, to hope, to love with you. Show us the way to His Kingdom! Star of the Sea, shine upon us and guide us on our way!”  You could just hear the Modernists chattering “You can’t say that; it might offend Protestants who have a different understanding of the role of Mary!”  In advancing the highly nuanced theological argument, the Pope gives us an example of true ecumenism in contrast to the false one of the past forty years.  True ecumenism is the rejection by the heretics of their errors and a return to Catholic truth.  The Pope does not hesitate to expose the favourite technique of the arch-heretic Luther and his progeny: alter sacred Scripture to fit in with your chosen heretical theology. The Pope explains that to fit with his false ideas, Luther mistranslated a critical term from Hebrews 11:1 and his error lamentably spread from the time of the Reformation and even entered the Catholic Ecumenical Translation in Germany.  With arguments from linguistics and theology and citing St. Thomas Aquinas (whose ears must have perked up at being cited once again in papal encyclicals), the Pope proves this Protestant position to be so “untenable” that even some Protestants are attaining a common understanding by rejoining Catholic orthodoxy on this point.  Unlike all the failed post-Conciliar attempts to attain unity through ambiguity, here the Pope is showing the true way, abandoning untenable Protestant error! 

In addition to coming to terms with true unity in the truth, the Pope comes to terms with history. The man who once welcomed Vatican II as a coming to terms with the French Revolution has now become the Pope to say that the misery of the twentieth century is owed to the work of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution.  For a millennium and a half, men looked for redemption from the fallen world brought about by our first parents from faith in Jesus Christ.  The Enlightenment offered instead the promises of “reason” and “freedom.”  These promises brought neither true reason nor true freedom but only failed and totalitarian utopian visions of man becoming himself with all his economic woes cured.  This brutal phase of modern history (the twentieth century) the Pope says “we know all too well, and we also know how it then developed, not ushering in a perfect world, but leaving behind a trail of appalling destruction.” 

As Leo XIII did in Rerum Novarum, Benedict XVI holds up the Middle Ages (the time in Church History in which John Paul II found so much to “apologize” for) as the antidote to the French Revolution and Marxism.  After recommending the great monasticism of the Middle Ages, the Pope asks, in pointed comparison of our own time to the dark pagan period that preceded that Age of Faith, “Are we not perhaps seeing once again, in the light of current history that no positive world order can prosper where souls are overgrown?”  The hope of the Middle Ages the Pope tells us is in the monasteries that cultivated the soul of those in vows and those on whose behalf they prayed and sacrificed.  “His Kingdom is not an imaginary hereafter, situated in a future that will never arrive; his Kingdom is present wherever he is loved and wherever his love reaches us.”  As if correcting a deficiency in his first encyclical (which when dwelling on works of assistance for the needy failed to emphasize that true communion with our neighbor is not through material aid but through union with Christ the King), the Pope proclaims:  “He commits us to live for others, but only through communion with Him does it become possible truly to be there for others.”  

Although much more could be said about the Holy Father’s theological explication of the virtue of Hope, for our purposes we will end by looking at how liturgy and devotion are used by the Holy Father in this encyclical.  First, his only explicit reference to the official liturgy of the Church is to the Traditional, ‘extraordinary’ form: “I would like to begin with the classical form of the dialogue with which the rite of Baptism expressed  the reception of an infant into the community of believers and the infant's rebirth in Christ. First of all the priest asked what name the parents had chosen for the child, and then he continued with the question: ‘What do you ask of the Church?’ Answer: ‘Faith’. ‘And what does faith give you?’ ‘Eternal life.’”    The Holy Father goes on to correct the erroneous understanding of baptism, as a mere social, community welcoming.  “According to this dialogue, the parents were seeking access to the faith for their child, communion with believers, because they saw in faith the key to ‘eternal life’. Today as in the past, this is what being baptized, becoming Christians, is all about: it is not just an act of socialization within the community, not simply a welcome into the Church. The parents expect more for the one to be baptized: they expect that faith, which includes the corporeal nature of the Church and her sacraments, will give life to their child—eternal life.”  A stinging rebuke of all the baptisms I can remember attending where the priest-presider droned on about Baptism being a ‘welcoming’!  

Yet, as the Remnant has always argued, the counter-revolution involves much more than the Mass – it involves the restoration of sound teaching, devotional practices, signs, symbols and sacred architecture (including culture).  As to sacred architecture the Pope says:  “In the arrangement of Christian sacred buildings, which were intended to make visible the historic and cosmic breadth of faith in Christ, it became customary to depict the Lord returning as a king—the symbol of hope—at the east end; while the west wall normally portrayed the Last Judgment as a symbol of our responsibility for our lives.”  Such a pointed commentary on the value of the old ways in contrast to the barren, imageless utilitarian temples to men could have appeared in The Remnant. We need to hope that our long years of sacrifice on behalf of our wounded and ‘crisis-ridden’ Holy Mother are having an effect.   It is time for us to intensify our prayers for the Holy Father.

n.b. Emphasis in papal quotes added. The full text of the original essay can be seen on the website: http://www.remnantnewspaper.com
_________________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE

Dear Friends,

Looking through this issue of “The Flock” I cannot help thinking that, as the Chinese say, we are ‘ living in interesting times.’  However, taking the good initiatives together with the appalling scandals, I feel that, on the whole, things are looking up if only because, at last, everyone has to admit that the Church in this country is in dire trouble. The alarming statistics recently published are enough to establish that there can be no more pretence that things are better since the Council or that there is any chance of them improving unless drastic action on catechetics, which leads it in a totally new direction, is taken urgently. As always, with any serious illness, acknowlegdement of the gravity of the situation is the first step in recovery.

Now that we understand treatment is needed, the nature of that treatment must be decided.  Some voices are suggesting we should continue to water-down Church teaching because people are no longer willing to accept Mysteries or obey directives which insist, for example, on regular Mass attendance, the permanence of marriage, or the ban on contraception.  But that is definitely NOT the Way  the Truth or the Life of Grace. In the sixth chapter of St John’s Gospel we see how Christ Himself dealt with His, hitherto, loyal followers when they refused to accept His teaching on Holy Communion. He didn’t change anything, instead He let them all go.  Neither can the Church alter Christ’s Divine Revelation and keep Her integrity, so if people really refuse to accept Catholic teaching we must, regretfully, let them go. 

However, hopefully, if we can explain our teaching fully to Catholics of all ages again, their better understanding will enable them to accept even the ‘hard sayings’ of Christ, willingly and lovingly.  It seems very clear that it is often ignorance which leads to their confusion and dissent and is consequently the root cause of all our problems.  This means that restoring  sound teaching in parishes, schools, seminaries and colleges is the most important apostolate today.  We must all do everything we can to make good resources known and to expose the errors tolerated for too long in dissenting R.E. Schemes and Diocesan Programmes.

That is why I am pleased to see so many good Catholic web-sites offering catechetical talks on various aspects of the Faith.  These can educate not only  youngsters but also parents, teachers and priests who, through no fault of their own, have been cheated of their Catholic education. I am also grateful to the Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) for inviting me to Alabama last October to give 13 half-hour talks on the basic truths of the faith and how to teach them.  These talks were filmed and are scheduled to be screened on EWTN and SKY channel 769, one each week, next April or May in English and Spanish with DVDs to follow.  They should also go out on their radio network so they could, potentially, reach an audience of about 146 million, Catholics and non-Catholics.  Please join me in praying that they are screened and that they reach people’s hearts and minds.

By the Grace of God this apostolate of sound teaching is really appreciated by both good young priests and good young lay people, especially those who are parents.  They are quite disillusioned with the rubbish dished out as R.E. in their Catholic schools - as one young father said to me recently, ‘ It was just a bad joke’. Now they are educating themselves about the faith, using the excellent resources available and those with children are ensuring their children will grow up to know and love the faith.  Until the present Diocesan Catechetical Advisors, who have led young Catholic pupils and teachers astray for the last forty years, are replaced, this may mean home-schooling, or state-schooling with teaching Religion at home.

I am sure you will all recognise that resolving this serious crisis will take every effort each of us can make and fervent daily prayer.  We are including a page of  various good resources to help you and  a call to prayer to Our Blessed Lady, our certain help when in real need.  The devotional item with this issue is the beautiful Prayer for England, never needed more urgently than it is today.  Please try to say it every day.

We all thank every one of you for your kind and faithful support, without which we could not carry on. 

Wishing you and your families every blessing,

 Daphne McLeod 
_____________________________________________________________________

GOOD INITIATIVES WE APPLAUD AND SUPPORT.

Obviously the long awaited  Motu Propio  Summorium Pontificum, broadening  authorisation for the ancient Tridentine Rite of the Mass, is something to rejoice over, but no-one living in the real world could imagine that it is more than just the first step in our return to sanity.  In this country, while serious dissent, masquerading as Divine Revelation, is still allowed by our bishops to fill our religious textbooks and is still taught and believed in most of our schools, our parishes and our seminaries we cannot expect the Church, which was commissioned to  ‘teach everything Christ has revealed’ to be healthy enough to survive in England and Wales.  So we still have a tremendous struggle ahead.

RESOURCES TO HELP US

Fortunately there are now many resources to help us in this struggle. In addition to The Catechism of the Catholic Church and its Compendium we have a range of books, available from bookshops here, published by Ignatius Press, and TAN Books in the United States of America. 

We have books such as the Faith and Life Series for teaching our youngsters the Faith - published by Ignatius - and little paper-backs like TAN’s The Wonders of the Holy Name, and The Rosary and the Crisis of Faith, which will instruct and inspire us and our families and friends.

We have English book suppliers like Southwell Books, now at P.O.Box 547, Abingdon. OX14 9DR providing excellent books for Catholics of all ages and Baronius Press, who reprint much-loved Catholic classics and have recently published in three volumes a new edition of the renowned  Baltimore Catechism. This  ‘question and answer’ Catechism is based, as our ‘Penny’ Catechism is, on the Roman Catechism of the Council of Trent, and Volume Three would make an excellent Programme for a year’s Religious Education in the first or second year at Catholic senior schools. These books are available from good Catholic bookshops or from www.baroniuspress.com   

John Reid’s book for Catholic teenagers, Wake up to God, is still available, free of charge, from Book Disciples, 7 Bradbourne Street, Parsons Green, London. SW6 3TF.  Then there is We Believe by Monsignor Gilbey at £7.95 from C.V.Walne, 100 Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3PB.

CORRECTING ERROR

An important part of teaching the faith is correcting error which throws it into contempt.  As H.E. Cardinal Biffi remarked:  When a young Catholic, who has learnt the faith from his family and parish, begins to feel ashamed of the Church because of the fashionable assertions of some professor or some book, he is in danger of losing his Faith.   It is important, therefore, that we do our best to ensure that our young people learn the truth about the Reformation, the Inquisition, Galileo, and so on, in order that they can refute fashionable lies. Miles Jesu have produced an excellent pamphlet entitled Why Apologise for the Spanish Inquisition? which is available from their website at: www.milesjesu.com or direct from Miles Jesu, 20 Fairview Road, London.  SW16 5PY. 

The historian, William Cobbett, although himself a Protestant, wrote a well-researched and honest account of what happened in this country in the 16th century called A History of the Protestant Reformation in England and Ireland, which is well worth reading.  See also the important and informative website on this subject we mentioned earlier: www.churchinhistory.org  which has tapes on these topics.

THE PRO FIDE FORUM

Conferences and Meetings help to confirm our faith with informative talks and by mixing with like-minded Catholics.  If you live in or near London try and attend the Pro Fide Forum Meetings held in St Vincent’s Centre, Westminster.  For details of future meetings contact David Foster by e-mail at basfordson@ukonline.co.uk  or telephone him on 01277 224926. At a recent meeting there was an excellent talk on Pascendi Dominici Gregis, Pope St Pius X’s 1907 Encyclical against Modernism.  This was given by one of our really good young priests who ended his talk by saying that he thought the Encyclical was more relevant today than even when it was written. Someone in Rome must agree with him because the Vatican have recently re-published the document in English and several other languages.  Pascendi and other Pro Fide Forum talks are available on tape at the meetings.  

THE ST CATHERINE’S TRUST

St Catherine’s Trust are offering a Retreat for families from Friday 28th to Sunday 30th March 2008. Sung Traditional Mass each day, sung Latin Compline and talks from their chaplain Rev. Father Andrew Southwell.  The venue is Ardingley College, near Haywards Heath, in West Sussex.  The cost is £80 for adults, married couples £140, children under 18 free.  Deadline for applications is 1st March 2008.

A Summer School for ages 11-18 is also run by St Catherine’s Trust at Ardingley College.  running from Sunday 27th July to Sunday 3rd August 2008. The Chaplain is Rev. Father Andrew Southwell and the school includes daily Traditional sung Mass, daily Rosary and sung Compline, Catechesis, Lessons in Church History and Literature and Gregorian Chant as well as Creative and Outdoor Activities and Outings to places of Catholic Interest.  Accomodation is in single or twin bedrooms  with full board. Cost to the Trust for each student is in excess of £250 per student, but places will be subsidised where necessary and as donations allow.  Applications are required by 1st June 2008.

For more details of the Summer School and the Retreat apply to John Tennant, Secretary, St Catherine’s Trust, St Bede’s Presbytery, 58, Thornton Road, Clapham Park, London SW12 OLF

Finally I cannot close an account of these good initiatives without  another mention of the wonderful Lancaster Document, Fit For Mission?:Schools.   As you will have read on page 11, it should now be available from the CTS. It is well worth reading - and  then presenting to your diocesan  bishop so that he can also use it - as the Vatican is urging him to.

____________________________________________________________

(advertisement)

FED UP WITH INSIPID AND POISONOUS ‘CATHOLIC’WEEKLIES?

· The liberal and episcopal party line?

· The complicity, disinformation and dissembling?

· The endless columns of puerile pap?

DON’T DESPAIR – THERE IS AN ANTIDOTE FOR MODERNISM!

‘CHRISTIAN ORDER’

A monthly dose of ‘Yes for Yes, and No for No’! (Mk.5:37)

Robust, Uncompromising Catholicism!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR ONLY £20

(10 editions – normally £25)

PLUS receive FREE our blistering FEBRUARY 2008 issue on the MEDIA!!

P.O.Box 14754, London SE19 2ZJ

(cheques payable to Christian Order please)
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AN IMPORTANT CONFERENCE

Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice does not have the funds to stage a Conference this year but there is a Conference in Glasgow on Saturday 17th May 2008 marking the 50th edition of the newsletter Catholic Truth.

(website: www.catholictruthscotland.com)

CRISIS IN THE CHURCH - FACING THE TRUTH

 takes place at The Crown Plaza Hotel, Congress Road, Glasgow from 9.30a.m. until 5.00p.m.

 The two keynote speakers are:

 Tomas de Torquemada, pseudonymous editor of the American satirical newsletter The Flying Buttress, who is speaking on: KEEPING THE FAITH: BEYOND VATICAN II, and Daphne McLeod whose talk is entitled: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS?  Tickets are £5/$10 each - available from the Secretary, Catholic Truth, 10 Sandyford Place, Glasgow G3 7NB. 

 Cheques payable to “Catholic Truth”.

 An information sheet with travel directions and details of accommodation will be sent with your ticket.  Admission is strictly by ticket only, and we understand the tickets are going very quickly.

  We do urge you to attend.

While Mary defends the Church neither men nor evil spirits, neither great rulers nor craft of men, nor popular violence can avail to harm us.

Because this distressing battle we are all engaged in is against the powers of darkness as well as men we must keep these consoling words of the Venerable John Henry Newman in mind and turn constantly to our Blessed Mother for help.  We need to use all the helps she has provided for us, first and foremost the Holy Rosary which has proved such a powerful weapon down the ages, ever since Our Lady gave it to St Dominic in the eleventh century.  We might do well to add to our daily  Rosary an extra decade given to us by The Universal Living Rosary Association,(ULRA) so joining our prayers to those of 8,000,000 others around the world. If you write to Anne Curran, ULRA, P.O.BOX, 9964, Colchester, Essex CO1 9FN. Anne will send you a decade to say daily which, joined to fourteen others makes a complete Rosary offered up each day. I am sure most of our ‘Flock’ readers practice the nine First Fridays Devotion in reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and know the wonderful blessings Jesus, who is never outdone in generosity, has promised to them.  These include all the graces we need in our lives, peace in our homes, final repentance and reception of the Last Sacraments before death. However, there is another important devotion which, because it is more recent,may not yet be so widespread.  It is the five First Saturdays in reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Our Lady revealed this devotion to Sister Lucia of Fatima on 10th December 1925.   In a letter written to her Godmother on 1st Nov 1927 Sister Lucia described the practice like this, During five consecutive months, receive Jesus in Communion, recite five mysteries of the Rosary, keep Our Lady company for fifteen minutes while meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary and make a Confession. She went on to explain that the Confession could be made a few days earlier providing that, as with the other devotions, the intention was made to repair for offences against the most holy Virgin which afflict her Immaculate Heart.  Sister Lucia asked her Godmother to make this devotion as widely known as possible and she concluded by saying she looked forward to first Saturdays because it made her so happy to offer this consolation to Our Dear Heavenly Mother and show her how much she loved her.   In  return Our Lady promises she will  assist all those who practice this devotion  at the hour of their death with all the graces they need.  It is one hundred and fifty years this year since Our Lady appeared to St Bernadette in Lourdes and to commemorate this important event, our Holy Father has authorised a  Plenary Indulgence to those who visit the Grotto at Massabielle during the year. Cardinal Stafford announcing this said that the Indulgence requires the normal conditions- Confession within about one week, Holy Communion, prayer for the Pope and total detachment from the attraction of sin.  As usual, the Indulgence can be transferred to a Holy Soul in Purgatory. Finally, we have enclosed the Prayer for England in this issue as your devotional item.  Please join us in reciting it daily.
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