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the  flock

the newsletter of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice

supporting the teachings of the Catholic Church 

published periodically, approximately every four months.    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Thou art Peter . . . .”

When Our Blessed Lord  chose St Peter to be the first Pope and to lead  the Church after his Ascension, he gave us a truly wonderful blessing, one we should thank him for often. The confusion in church-like bodies which do not have a Pope, demonstrates that it is only because the Church has a leader with the God-given authority to bind and to loose, to confirm his brother  bishops in the Faith and to feed the Flock with Truth, that we have been able to preserve for so many centuries.the Faith and Morals revealed by Christ. 

It is only right, therefore that we should meet together to proclaim our support for the Pope as we will this year at the  Faith of our Fathers  Conference on the Feast of Ss Peter and Paul, Saturday 29th June, at Central Hall Westminster. Perhaps the best way we can thank Our Lord for this blessing is to pay careful attention to what the Pope says and to do our best to ensure his teaching is fully implemented. We have had many wonderful documents from the present Holy Father, all directed to save the People of God from damaging errors, but his latest Apostolic Letter, Misericordia Dei  made public 2nd May 2002 (Feast of St Athanasius) is the most authoritative yet.

This letter is about the Sacrament of Penance and it was written on the Pope’s own initiative or motu proprio but  with the support of Cardinals Ratzinger and Estevez who launched it with a Press Conference.  The Pope starts off  by saying  “ I decree that everything I have set down shall have full and lasting force and be observed from this day forth”. His decrees include - “The Sacrament of  Penance… necessarily  entails not only the action of the minister ..but also the actions of the penitent, contrition, confession and satisfaction.”  “ It is necessary that the faithful ..should also confess their sins”  He quotes the Council of Trent’s ruling that “it is necessary by Divine decree to confess each and every mortal sin “ and goes on to say,  “integral confession of serious sins is by Divine decree  a constitutive part of the Sacrament (so) it is in no way subject to the discretion of pastors..”  In case anyone hasn’t got the message, the Holy Father continues, “ Ordinaries (Bishops) are to remind all ministers of the Sacrament of Penance (Priests) that the universal law of the Church applying Catholic Doctrine in this


 area has established that individual and integral confession and absolution are the sole ordinary means by which the faithful, conscious of grave sin are reconciled with God and the Church.”

Just to make sure everyone understands exactly what he is saying the Holy Father explains, “ All this seems especially necessary, given that in some places there has been a tendency to abandon individual confession and wrongly to resort to ‘general’ or ‘communal’ absolution.”  Because he knows how widespread this practice is the Pope insists  “The various Conferences (of Bishops)…. shall send as soon as possible to the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments the text of  the norms which they intend to issue or update in the light of this motu proprio”   There is more but this is enough to show that the Holy Father views general absolution as highly dangerous and its immediate cessation as extremely urgent.  So it is very disappointing to read in The Catholic Herald for 10/5/2002 that Father Allen Morris, secretary for the Dept of  Christian Life and Worship of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, after admitting that general  absolution takes place in this country,  said that the Bishops would “probably” discuss new guidelines on it next Autumn!

This casual attitude does not reflect the Holy Father’s exhortation to send the new norms to Rome ‘as soon as possible’ nor his insistence that everything he has set down “shall have full and lasting force and be observed from this day forth “ ( i.e.May 2nd 2002.)

It seems that faithful Catholics who are loyal to the Pope will have to ensure this teaching is implemented in their parishes by challenging  general absolution whenever it occurs, by making this Apostolic Letter, Misericodia Dei widely known to their priests and among  fellow parishioners and by informing the Sacred Congregation for Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments in Rome of any instances of general absolution  that come to their attention. After all, as Cardinal Ratzinger pointed out at the launching of Misericordia Dei, the duty to personally confess one’s sins was instituted by Christ himself and even obligates the Pope. 
Remember, for evil to triumph it is only necessary for good people to keep quiet.

Dear Good Friends,


A few words about the Conference . . . 

Good friends is exactly what you are to have sent such kind letters giving us so much encouragement and support for the Conference and to have included ‘a little bit extra’ so often with your applications for tickets.  We are delighted that  so many of you are pleased that there is a Conference this year and that you agree it must stress the need for Catholics to ‘Follow Peter’. As the large numbers and the size of the Hall make questions from the floor impracticable, we have tailored the talks to cover the main worries and concerns you have expressed to us over the last year  in your letters, phone calls and in  conversation.

We  have a wonderful line-up for you, starting with Father Martin Edwards who will refer to recent Papal Documents and how they must be implemented in this country if we are to avert the crisis threatening the very existence of the Church in England and Wales now.

Next Dr Petroc Willey of the Maryvale Institute and then I will each speak about teaching the Faith in the home. This is essential, as it is not being taught in the schools and unless it is passed on effectively to the next generation our glorious  Faith will be lost to this country.  After lunch, when you have explored the Catholic Apostolates exhibiting on the lower floor, we have the artist/historian/writer Madeleine Beard who will emphasise the urgent need for leadership and loyalty in the Church.  She will be followed by Michael Akerman, our Conference Chairman in previous years, who will describe how sinister is the terrible threat posed by the spiritual anarchy of ‘New Age’ - especially to our young people.  This is a talk no Catholic can afford to miss as only if we are forewarned can we be forearmed against such a danger.

Finally we have our ‘secret weapon’ John Bishop, who will give us a ‘wake-up call’, hopefully before it is too late to save the Church in this country. John went to South Africa as a young man and has returned to this country forty years later to retire. While in  S.A.he had a wonderful  career in radio and television, interviewing every politician and celebrity including Nelson Mandela  and Mother Teresa of Calcutta and becoming a household name. As you can imagine he finds the situation of the Church in this country very different from the way he left it forty years ago.  Problems we have reluctantly grown to accept over the years he sees with fresh eyes and, being a faithful Catholic he is burning to do all he can to help address these problems. When you have heard him speak I think you will agree that we are extremely fortunate to have secured John for the Conference.

As usual the day will be threaded through with hymns and devotions and there will be opportunities to meet and talk with like-minded Catholics.  It is not a day you will  want to miss yourself but nor should you let your friends and fellow parishioners miss it. Do use the leaflets and poster enclosed with this mailing to inform as many people as possible.  We have printed them on yellow so you can photo-copy them easily and flood your own and nearby parishes, schools and Cathedrals with information about the Conference all through June.  If you can form groups who will travel together or if you can fill a coach you might save money on fares. A coach is leaving Salmesbury, near Preston at 5 a.m. on 29th and picking up at Crosby near Liverpool for £17.  There are 12 empty places so if you would like to join them give Mrs Anne Fearon a ring on 0151 924 3651.  Two priests will be travelling with you in the coach. I realise that fares to London are expensive for many of you but remember many Conferences which have far less to offer cost £30 for a day.  I can’t help remembering that at the Queen Mother’s funeral the BBC interviewed people who had come from Canada and even New Zealand to stand outside the Abbey.  This is very touching but it also means that most able-bodied Catholics could make the effort to attend a Conference in their own country proclaiming loyalty to our Holy Father and addressing the serious problems in our beloved Church. 

It would help us a great deal if you buy your tickets as soon as possible.  Just send £5 and a s.a.e.for your ticket/s.  They can be bought on the day but you would have to waste time queuing, time which could be spent browsing around the apostolates’ various displays. 

Here I would like to express the thanks of all of us to Richard Sheridan, who is resigning after five years of serving Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice extremely ably as our Hon Treasurer. We have had Masses said for him which are from all of us in gratitude for  everything he has done.  His place will be taken by Michael Akerman who introduces himself on page 5 of this letter and gives you his address for any  donations you may be sending in future.

I am looking forward very much to seeing you all, with your friends, on 29th June and to hearing you sing Faith of our Fathers and, this year, God Bless our Pope so  loudly it is heard in Westminster Cathedral the other end of Victoria Street! Meanwhile please pray that the Conference, with your help, will achieve everything the  Lord wants it to achieve.  We are enclosing a prayer to St Peter, the first Pope, who will surely help us  honour his successor, Pope John Paul II. Perhaps you could join us in making  a Novena from June 20th to the feast of Ss Peter and Paul, the day of the Conference.  

Wishing you  and your families every blessing,

Daphne McLeod.

THANK YOU FOR “SPREADING THE WORD”

In  “The Flock” for Autumn 2001 we asked you to ‘Spread the Word’  by telling others about us, by sharing your copy of “The Flock”, by photo-copying and distributing it or by getting extra copies to give away.  We pointed out that there must be many faithful Catholics who would join our apostolate if they knew that we existed and that the only way we can reach them is through you.  Now we want to thank you for responding so magnificently.  Thanks to you, our Mailing List has grown quite significantly  and the new people we have collected are so pleased to find they are not the only ones worried about the problems in the Church, they are ready to help in any  way they can. 

Because the List has altered so much we took the opportunity to analyse it a little, and, although the names  cannot be disclosed because they are covered by the DATA  Protection Act, we can share with you some of the facts which came to light.   For instance, we were very pleased to see that our readers are distributed fairly evenly throughout the country and cover every diocese. However we were surprised to find there are so many people, lay and  clergy, in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Eire who get “The Flock”.  Copies of “ The Flock”  also go to Rome, Portugal, Iceland, Sweden, Malta, Switzerland, France and even  further  afield.  There are a couple of readers in Africa, one in Brazil, several in Australia and New Zealand and quite a number in the U.S.A.  However most of our readers come from England and Wales and it is the problems in these countries we are trying to address. We were surprised and pleased to discover that one tenth of our readers are clerics - mostly diocesan priests but some higher up the ecclesiastical  scale. Again these cover every diocese but  some belong to religious orders. The ratio of one priest to every ten Catholics is of course much higher than the national average and it must be a good thing.  Indeed some of our new readers have come because their parish priest lent them his copy of “The Flock”.  However  we don’t want you to rest on your laurels.  Keep up the good work by telling anyone who seems concerned about the crisis in the Church about Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice and by sharing your copy of “The Flock” with them.  If they are interested invite them to come to the Conference on 29th June so they can see for themselves what we are all about.  The more people we can alert and inform the more we can accomplish.  But please remember that we do not want people added to the List without their consent.  It is our policy not to send unsolicited mail to anyone as it might annoy them so much as to be counter productive.  Don’t worry about collecting too many readers.  As long as people are prepared to support us  with prayer and a contribution which covers at least the cost of printing and posting “The Flock” to them three times a year, we can manage.

MEETING EACH OTHER 

Recently we have received an increasing number of requests from Flock readers asking us to put them in touch with others who live nearby.  We have always had to reply that this would be contravening the DATA Protection Act.  So this year we have decided to let you meet each other at the Conference.  If you are interested in meeting other like minded people in your diocese, come to the Conference wearing a badge giving your name and town  and at lunch time come to the hospitality room we have  hired to give lunch to our guests.  It is a large room and we will make one end a MEETING POINT for those who want to meet with the idea of  working locally together.  I’m  afraid we can’t afford to give you all lunch so bring your sandwiches with you and hopefully, while you are eating them, you will find some neighbours  who are prepared to work with you challenging dissent and proclaiming the Truth in your neck of the woods. During the  two hour lunch break follow the signs saying “MEETING POINT” and see who  you meet.

ANOTHER  WAY TO HELP

We are looking  for assistance on the day of the Conference and if possible on the afternoon of Friday 28th. On the Friday we would appreciate help with putting up signs  such as “This way to the lift”, with arranging the stage furniture, with putting up the Pro Ecclesia stall, etc.  If you live in or near London and can come along Friday afternoon please get in touch.  On the day we are looking for stewards who will sell programmes, show people the way to the seats, the toilets, the café, etc and generally be helpful. This important task might interest your young people. We pay  £10  for the day, provide a buffet lunch and also give each steward a yellow tee shirt printed “Faith of our Fathers 2002.”  In return stewards have to be in the Hall by  8.30 on the morning of the 29th for a briefing by the Events Officer who will explain the fire regulations etc.  This is a legal requirement for any gathering as large as this.  If you are prepared to help in either of these capacities or know someone who can, please give me a ring on 01372 454160 or write to me, Mrs Daphne McLeod, 4, Fife Way, Great Bookham.Surrey.KT23.3PH.


“VATICAN SNEAKS” OR DEFENDERS OF  TRUTH ?
Like all faithful Catholics we warmly welcome the Holy Father’s  Apostolic Letter, “Misericordia Dei”  first, because it corrects a serious abuse which was depriving penitents of the the Sacrament of Penance, the Sacrament most of us need if we are to reach heaven, but also because it  vindicates our campaign in 2000 and 2001.  You will recall that we invited you to send us details of instances of General Absolution you had witnessed, from which  we compiled a very large dossier which went to Rome. It is possible this evidence played some small part in alerting the Holy Father to the need for his latest Apostolic Letter so we feel justified, even though it also led to us being condemned in some of the Catholic Press and in “The Tablet” as “Vatican sneaks” ! 

As it is so easy to dismiss us and our work as somehow ‘not very nice’  we think it worth while spending a little time explaining ourselves.  Sneaks can be despicable but if they are speaking up to protect others from harm they deserve gratitude, even perhaps respect.

It might be easier to understand this if we think about the present attitude to  drink driving.  A little while ago hosts used to keep refilling their guests glasses’, and pub friends would encourage each other to drink, even though they  knew they had to drive home. Television educated us to see this for the irresponsible behaviour it is, with pictures of mangled cars, broken lives and bereaved families.  Now considerate hosts will ask if you are driving before they ply you with drinks and good  friends will get a taxi for anyone who is ‘the worse for wear’.

Likewise, perhaps we need to be educated to understand that a priest who is abusing the Sacrament of Penance by general absolution must be stopped, however charming or well-meaning he is, because of the untold harm he is doing to others.  This goes for all abuse which threatens the immortal souls of vulnerable people, including the scandal of teaching error to Catholic children while claiming it is the Sacred Truth. The great Oratorian, Fr William Frederick Faber, writing a hundred years ago when modernism was also distorting religious instruction, understood this.  He wrote, “It is the polluting of God’s truth which is the worst of all impurities. Yet how light we make of it….We do not love God enough to be angry for his glory. We do not love men  enough to be charitably truthful for their souls.” This means we are duty bound, if we love God and our neighbour, not to keep quiet in the presence of any scandal or error.  We must speak out, courteously and charitably of course, but clearly, plainly and persistently.  We might not make ourselves popular but, as Mother Angelica  says,  “We are not here to win prizes for popularity”.    We do understand that this is not easy, indeed it is asking a lot to expect people to protest if their own parish priest, who they like and want to get along with, is equating Sunday Communion  Services with Sunday Mass, is introducing ALPHA to a Catholic parish or has invited an open dissenter such as Prof Mary Grey or Dr Dominian to speak in the parish hall.  But protest there must be. So we suggest you help each other out by taking in each others washing. If our plan for ‘Flock’ readers to contact each other at the Conference on 29th June succeeds, you can furnish someone who lives a little way off, with all the details and ask them to bring a group to leaflet the parish or school for you, promising to do the same for them another time.  You should not need to contact us unless you want funding to print leaflets or for travel expenses or needed some information on Church teaching.  However we would appreciate receiving a report when the affair was over.  This is a new venture but one we feel the situation in the Church now warrants.  Of course we hope you will continue to inform your bishop, Rome and us of any serious abuse, including general absolution, which you come across.  We include general absolution because it is doubtful if the Pope’s Letter, strong as it is, will have immediate effect on an abuse which has become so common.  It may not be openly advertised in parish newsletters now but in some dioceses general absolution has been given almost routinely before weddings and funerals so that all the congregation can receive Holy Communion, before First Holy Communion Masses when the children haven’t made their first  Confession and before house Masses in case anyone ‘is not sure they are in a State of Grace.’                                                                        Remember, exposing the scandal of dissent  is not ‘sneaking’ but showing your love for God and neighbour by defending the Truth and possibly helping to protect immortal souls from untold harm.  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW HON. TREASURER
First of all I want to extend heartfelt thanks to my predecessor, Richard Sheridan, for the great work he did as Hon Treasurer.  It is a hard act to follow and I will do my best to maintain the high standard of professionalism he brought to the task.

In this, my first appeal as Treasurer, may I quote the words at the end of our own   “History and Aims” leaflet:  “The work of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice requires courage and perseverance.  It is necessary, not only in defence of the Faith but as part of the overall objective to restore to our country a  truly Catholic culture.”  Yes, this work does require courage and perseverance - it also requires continual financial support without which it could not be sustained.  We have no formal annual membership fee and rely entirely on the generosity and commitment of like-minded Catholics.  It has been very heartening to note that many of your requests for tickets for the Faith of our Fathers Conference  have been accompanied by “a little extra” as a donation.  These one-off contributions are  important as are the regular donations, standing orders, gift aid donations and bequests we receive.  Only with your financial support can we provide a National Conference at a major London venue, three issues of “The Flock” annually and  respond to the numerous and frequent requests for information and  advice you need if you are to ‘fight the good fight’ in your own parishes.  

Gift Aid forms can be printed out by clicking the “Gift Aid” button on the home page of our web-site at www.proecclesia.com  and following the on-screen instructions.  For those of you without internet facilities, Standing Order Forms  for regular contributions and Gift Aid Declarations for any tax payer are available from me on  request: 

Michael Akerman, 
The Granaries, 
Crews Hill, 
Enfield. 
Middx. EN2 9BB.  

Tel/Fax  020 8367 7065.  Thankyou for helping us to continue this essential apostolate.  Be assured  that you are in our prayers as we trust we are in yours.

Michael Akerman  


THE TIME FOR LISTENING IS OVER  

The April edition of the St Austin Review describes how in March Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor met with 500 young people in Westminster Cathedral Hall and ‘listened’ while one after another they rose to their feet to ask “what he was going to do about the dire state of religious education in our Catholic schools”.  Apparently one young questioner was applauded by the whole assembly when she suggested it was all the fault of the bishops.  All praise to these young people for having the wit and the courage to raise such a vital issue with His Eminence.  I hope they persevere in voicing these legitimate concerns and I also hope more youngsters follow their example and challenge any bishop who gives them the opportunity.  Apparently the Cardinal invited those concerned to write to him and the report ends with the optimistic hope that his readiness to listen means the Cardinal is going to “be the one who breaks the mould and  brings the episcopate back to the people.”  Well, perhaps we shouldn’t hold our breath because the failure of modern R.E. was not a revelation to him, he has known about it for many years.  Before he went to Westminster the Cardinal was Bishop of my diocese, Arundel and Brighton, and I remember expressing my concerns about Here I Am to him during a parish visit in 1992. He ‘listened’ and said I should come and see him but unfortunately I wasn’t able to make an appointment. More recently he initiated a diocesan synod which began with him  visiting  the Deaneries and ‘listening’. At the Epsom deanery several of us voiced concern about the  religious instruction in schools, one man  pointing out that there was no sense talking about evangelisation while we were losing so many school leavers, “You  have a leaking bucket,”he said,” mend it before you try to fill it.” I understand other deaneries expressed the same concern about R.E. and the bishop ‘listened’, but when the booklet on the synod came out religious instruction in schools didn’t feature in the challenges we must face, just at number 5 “our young people in school and parish need our support”.

So much for listening. The booklet  however did suggest looking at “the occasions when general absolution might be necessary” although as far as I know nobody asked for that!  
Listening, if it stops there, is not going to help. A sick man who went to a doctor who listened sympa-thetically to his symptoms but did nothing about them, will still die.  The crisis in the Church in this country needs addressing by positive action from our leaders. After all, Our Lord didn’t say to his Church    ‘Go and listen..’ but “Go and teach…”and that’s surely  what he expects his bishops to do today.  But what will they teach ?  The    report in “TheUniverse” for 12th May on Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor’s recent talk at Downside Abbey gives some cause for concern.   Our Blessed Lord  said teach “everything I have revealed..” not what you believe to be  true, but the Cardinal said,  “The role of a bishop is to speak out on everything he believes to be true”. Well maybe that would be alright if  what he believes to be true coincides exactly with the teaching of the Catholic Church. However His Eminence goes on to say, when speaking of the Anglican decision to ordain women, it “had created problems over church unity,  but unity was a greater issue than people’s personal beliefs.  I was sorry not because it was wrong but because unity can be more important than Truth”!  This confirms what another Archbishop  told me in conversation, ‘unity before Truth.’ So there we have it.  Our bishops have dethroned Christ, who is Truth and put a spurious unity in his place and that explains a lot.  That is why they unite in approving religious textbooks which deny the Truth: that is why they allow dissenters to lead their flocks astray: that is  why the evangelical programme ALPHA, although not true, is perfectly acceptable to them: that is why bishops embrace false ecumenism so enthusiastically: that is why bishops fail to understand the concern felt by those of us who love  and worship Truth: that is why youngsters who want the Truth are leaving the Church in droves: and it is also one of the reasons why we have the scandalous cases of child abuse at present rocking the Church. Celibacy is not the cause, after all married Protestant ministers offend as often, if not more often, than Catholic priests.  But, as even the pagan philosopher Plato recognised, man naturally seeks the goodness which comes from Truth, ultimately the perfect goodness which comes from God.  If Truth is being denied by bishops who don’t think it is important, immorality which is the antithesis of goodness is bound to flourish.  The Church is not here to listen but to dispense Truth and Grace to all men of goodwill prepared to accept it, and the sooner we get back to doing exactly that in this country, the better. Lord, Spirit of Truth, have mercy.on.us.  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS�


Saturday 22nd June  A Study Day on “Catholic Education Matters,” at St Mary and St John Southworth’s, Samlesbury. Talks on religious instruction in Primary Schools - Jim Caffrey; in  Senior  Schools - Eric Hester; and in the home - Daphne McLeod.�


August 20 -  25th  International Symposium, Maria Mater Unitatis at Downside Abbey where James Likoudis, founder of the American Catholics United for the Faith (CUF) will speak.  James is a loyal supporter of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice and a faithful reader of   “The Flock”.  He would love to meet any of you who can get there.





BOOKS WE CAN RECOMMEND


“Apologetics and Catholic Doctrine”  by Archbishop Michael Sheehan (1923) beautifully revised by Father Peter Joseph in 2001. This excellent book was launched by His Grace Archbishop Pell of Sydney who “strongly commends it” for use in Catholic senior schools. It has 660 pages of sound Catholic teaching, clearly and lovingly presented. For £12.95 from  St Austin Press, P.O. Box 28,Tenby. SA69 9ZB (10% academic discount.)


JUST 15 a life of  St Dominic Savio with an introduction by St John Bosco.  This booklet gives a delightful insight into the life of this boy saint and is available from Thornleigh Salesian House, Sharples Park, Bolton. BL1 6PQ for only 50p.�


ON UNION WITH GOD by St Albert the Great - 95 pages which start, “I have felt moved to write a few last thoughts describing as far as one may …the entire separation of the soul from all earthly things and its close unfettered union with God “ and continues to give wise and gentle guidance, the fruit of  a long and holy life.  Only £1.99.


THE CONFESSIONS OF ST AUGUSTINE translated extremely readably by Dr Frank Sheed. £5.50  ��Both these books are available from Orca Book Services, Stanley House, 3, Fleets Lane, Poole, Dorset. BH15 3AJ.








RECOMMENDING A NEW ALBUM OF  AUDIO TAPES - “WHAT WE CATHOLICS BELIEVE”





by Daphne McLeod.





16 talks for those teaching or learning the Faith inspired by Dr Frank Sheed and covering Catholic teaching  about :- 


Almighty God,                                                    Prayer         


Ourselves,                                                          The  Mass and the Blessed Sacrament


Original Sin,                                                        Moral law and the Sacrament of Penance


The Blessed Trinity,                                            Our Blessed Lady


The Incarnation and Redemption,                      The Sacramental System


Sanctifying Grace and Baptism,                         The Communion of Saints


Jesus’ Life and teaching,                                    The Four Last Things


The Church and the Bible,                                  Ecumenism.





 Available from Christus Vincit Productions, P.O.Box 14, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR 21  8EJ   


Tel  01328  8864447  at £32 incl p+p (add 15% for overseas)


Credit  Card orders by phone - sterling only please.





  Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cvcassettes.co.uk" ��www.cvcassettes.co.uk�     











