[image: image1.png]\'}[ For Church
s> and Pope




the  flock
the newsletter of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice

supporting the teachings of the Catholic Church 

published periodically, approximately every four months.    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE “AD LIMINA” VISIT 2003

All Bishops go to Rome for an “Ad Limina” Visit to ‘see Peter’ every five years.  While in Rome the bishops visit the Prefects of the Congregations in the Vatican as well as having an audience with the Holy Father.  Last October the bishops of England and Wales made their ‘Ad Limina’ visit.  What transpired in the various Congregations is kept confidential, but the Pope’s final address is made public as it is of interest to the faithful.

Like all  public documents from the Vatican it is couched in diplomatic language but even so it is clear that the Pope is calling our bishops back to strict orthodoxy in Faith and Morals.  For example he reminds them that “ It is by fidelity to the Ordinary Magisterium of the Church, by strict adherence to the Discipline of the universal Church and by positive statements that clearly instruct the faithful, that a bishop preserves God’s people from deviations and defections and guarantees them the objective possibility of professing the true Faith without error.”  Indeed the Holy Father repeatedly stressed the importance of  fidelity to the teaching of the Church.

In places he is more specific, insisting for instance that “it is of great importance that the catechetical and religious education programmes which you have introduced should (continue to) deepen the faithful’s understanding and love of Christ and His Church”.   ‘Continue to’  is obviously Vatican diplomacy, as no-one who has examined the approved R.E. textbooks could really believe that they already deepen understanding or love of Christ and his Church.

The Holy Father goes on to call for “..authentic pedagogy on prayer, persuasive catechesis on the meaning of Liturgy and the importance of  the Sunday Eucharist and promotion of the frequent practice of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  He tells our bishops that to do this “we need teachers with a clear and precise understanding of the specific nature and role of Catholic Education.  This must be articulated at every level ….”

The  address shows that the Pope understands now how serious the situation in England and Wales is, for he talks about “widespread religious indifference, the decline in vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and the grave difficulties experienced by parents to catechise their own children”.  He insists that this situation “attests to the vital need for bishops to embrace their fundamental mission to be authentic and authoritative  heralds of the Word.  For this to be achieved, bishops, called by Christ to be teachers of the Truth, have the obligation of fostering and safe-guarding the unity of faith and of upholding the discipline which is common to the whole Church.”

It is clear even from these brief extracts that our bishops must now examine the ‘catechetical and religious education programmes’ they use and bring them back into line with the teaching of the Church.  They must also ‘promote the frequent practice of the Sacrament of Reconciliation’ presumably by pastoral letters, instructions to their priests to preach about it, by ensuring that all the children entrusted to their care receive this Sacrament before they make their first Holy Communion and, of course, by insisting that no priest in their diocese continues to give General Absolution. 

Now that they have been reminded of their ‘obligation’ to ‘safeguard the unity of faith,’ they can no longer allow Dr Jack Dominian,  Mary Grey, any other dissenter or dissenting adult religious programme to mislead their flock.

What the Pope did not say is as interesting as what he did say. For instance, nowhere does he refer to the false ecumenism so fashionable in this country, or even mention that Catholics should be encouraged to meet in small groups to explain their own ideas about the faith. Nor does he suggest that lay people should replace ordained priests in any way. On the contrary, he emphasises that if the bishops are to put things right here they need “humble and holy priests” who must be assured that the “faithful depend upon and are greatly appreciative of them”.

We should be encouraged by the clear instructions our bishops have received in this address, partly because they show that Rome has noted  the evidence of dissent so many of you have sent them, and so understand that the Church in this country is in grave danger, but also because we now know exactly what action our bishops are expected to take.

This means that we can assist them with our 

prayers and our ready co-operation.  I suggest we each ‘adopt’ our own diocesan bishop, pray for him daily, support his initiatives to replace faulty R.E. programmes etc.,and let him know of any local abuses he must correct if he is to follow the Holy Father’s instructions.  The bishops will certainly need our support, as the road ahead  will not be easy for them if they obey the Pope..   The steps they will now have to take, while delighting faithful Catholics, may not make them popular in other quarters.  Fortunately none of us is here to win prizes for popularity but to save our own souls and to win souls for Christ.

_______________________________________________________________

The Challenge of Truth

Throughout history the popes have always aimed at authentic or true ecumenism. Like in everything there is truth and falsehood. True ecumenism is the bringing together of all peoples into one single faith. False ecumenism is to bring all faiths into one single people. If we sacrifice truth for the sake of unity or if we sacrifice unity for the sake of truth, they are irreconcilable, it's either one or the other. Pope John Paul said, "In order to think, speak, and act in accordance with evangelical simplicity and clarity, say yes,-yes, no,-no, learn to call good, good, and evil, evil, to call black, black, and white, white, to call sin, sin, not progress or liberation, even if fashion or propaganda are opposed to this teaching." St. Leo the Great in the year 460, in a letter wrote "In your zeal for the service of God, aim at weaning back to Him, by the prayers of the Church, all those who have in any way strayed from Her". That is the desire of the Popes from the very beginnings of the Church. St. Gregory the Vllth, in a letter to the faithful, in the year 1082, wrote "We desire of one thing, that the Holy Church, now trampled upon and in confusion, divided into parties, may return to its former unity and splendour, Ut Unum Sint - that they may be one." Leo Xlll in Rerum Novarum 1891, wrote, "Whoever departs from the Church wanders far from Christ". In another encyclical (the name is in the recording from which this text was abstracted) he wrote "The true union between Christians is that which Jesus Christ, the author of the Church, instituted and desired, and which consists in the unity of faith and the unity of government. St. Pius X wrote, in 1903, "The way to reach Christ is not hard to find, it is the Church." That is the clear language of popes.

There are five elements in ecumenism, Unity, Truth, Peace, Faith, and, ultimately, Salvation. We want unity, of course, but around what? Truth has to do with the 8th Commandment 'Thou shalt not bear false witness'. Whenever we lie, we are failing to bear true witness. Therefore when I (Raymond de Souza) deal with non-Catholics I must always make sure that, lovingly and charitably, I must present to them the exact mind of the Catholic Church, otherwise I will be a miserable misrepresentation of the truth, and I will be deceiving the person with whom I want to be united. 

Catholics, now, are watering down the teaching of the church so much, to find a common ground, the lowest possible denominator. This is not unity, just an appearance of unity. 

In Australia we have a non-catholic church - the 'Uniting Church'. They brought together Congregationalists, Methodists, and Presbyterians, the most liberal elements in all three churches and they held discussions on the lowest possible denomination and level of understanding, and made this new 'Uniting Church' There is a standing joke about them in Australia; 'What do you get from a marriage between a Jehovah's Witness and a member of the Uniting Church?' Answer; 'You get someone who knocks at your door for no apparent reason!' Why, because they have literally nothing to say, they have watered it down so much there's nothing left. They are the only church in Australia who participate in the homosexual Mardi Gras parade.

This text has been drawn from the talk entitled True and False Ecumenism, given by Raymond de Souza at an all-day conference organised by Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice in London in September 2003. The conference was advertised as 'The Challenge of Truth', and all of the talks were recorded on audio cassette, including talks in Walsingham, and Chislehurst. The recordings are as follows:

Cassette 1 & 2 The Real Presence, - True or False? The biblical, patristic, and logical foundations of Our Lord's Presence. (Cassette 1 is the talk, and Cassette 2 is the most interesting responses to questions) 

Cassette 3 Who Is The Rock, Peter or Jesus? Investigations into the biblical foundations of the Papacy.

Cassette 4 True and False Ecumenism Can Unity be greater than Truth?

Cassette 5 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Ark Of The New Covenant The biblical foundations of Mariology.



Cassette 6 Contraception and the Mind Of Christ How did Our Lord view marriage when He raised it to the level of a Sacrament for our salvation?

Many more talks by Raymond de Souza are available on his website:

www.SaintGabriel.com.au 

The cassettes are available singly at £4.30 (£5.00) or as a set of six in a vinyl album at £25.00 (£27.00) Prices in brackets are for overseas, and all prices shown include postage. Pay by cheque, credit or debit card, (no Switch). They are available from 

Christus Vincit Productions, P.O. Box 14, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 8EJ. For convenience telephone your order Tel. 01328 864447 Website: www.cvcasettes.co.uk

Equip yourself  to join the fight against ignorance

· by keeping well informed and by informing others - with:

      ______________   ______________     ______________​​​__

  “Spiritual Anarchy-           “ What We Catholics           “Instructing children

the New Age Threat.”         Believe” 8 audio tapes          about sex - the assault
This ground-breaking            by Daphne Mcleod                 in our classrooms”.
talk is now available              giving the Truths of                This analysis of the damaging 

as an 8 page A5 leaflet         Faith and how to teach          sex instruction plague which

from MA Associates,             them. Available from              is polluting the minds of our

The Granaries, Crews           C V Productions, P.O.           children should be read by

Hill, Enfield. Middsx.             Box 14, Fakenham,                every parent and P.P. Send to

EN2 9BB. Send your            Norfolk. NR21 8EJ                 Parent Truth, 29, Coney Park,

name and address and         Tel..01328 864447                Stirling, Scotland. FK7 9LH

three 2nd-class stamps.         Complete set £32.                 for your free copy.  

We also recommend - 


“TURMOIL AND TRUTH - the historical roots of the modern crisis in the Catholic Church” by Philip Trower.   Philip Trower shares with us a well informed understanding of the causes of our current situation.  This understanding has grown from his wide reading of Catholic European literature produced over the last couple of centuries, and from his attendance at  the five Episcopal Synods and other major events in Rome from 1980 - 1990.  Fortunately he has the gift of formulating his research  in an easily readable manner which makes this important book readily accessible.  All faithful Catholics who are concerned about “the genuine crisis the Church is now facing” (V.S. 5)  will find this book invaluable.  From Family Publications, 6a, King Street, Oxford.  OX2 6DF.  Tel. 0845 0500 879.  206 pages incl. index.   Price £10.99 plus postage.

“GOODBYE GOOD MEN “ by Michael Rose.  This analysis of the problems in the seminaries of the U.S.A. is relevant to Catholics in the U.K. as, unfortunately, we share many of the same problems.  It  establishes one of the reasons why there is such a shortage of priestly vocations and at the same time demonstrates the gravity of our current crisis.

Available from C.V. Productions, P.O.Box  14, Fakenham. Norfolk. NR21 8EQ. 

 Tel. 01328 864447  Price £20 incl p+p.

“WHY IS BRITAIN DYING?”  Andy Pollard’s brilliant video exposing the damage abortion and contraception have already caused in this country should be viewed by as many people as possible if we are to stop destroying ourselves in time.  Mr Pollard demonstrates in a very professional way that the only hope for us and for most of Europe is to turn back to the Church and follow Her God given teaching. Available from C.V. Productions, address as above, for  £11.99. … …………………………..                

Essay competition for senior school pupils.

We are running a competition for youngsters at senior schools with an all-expenses paid trip for two to Walsingham as the first prize.  Competitors will be asked to write an essay of not less than 2000 words showing that Britain will die if the consistent teaching of the Church is not once again fully implemented in our homes.  The present flouting of this teaching by the widespread practice of  abortion and contraception has not only put immortal souls in danger, it has reduced  the population of Britain so much that we are in danger of extinction.

We will expect competitors to use the information in the video “Why is Britain Dying?”, available from C.V. Productions, P.O.Box 14,  Fakenham, Norfolk.  NR 21 8EQ at £11.99 incl. p+p.  Additional information can be found on the web-site: www.cvcassettes.co.uk                     

This competition is open to schools  and to individual school-age youngsters.  Age will be taken into account when the work is judged. The completed essays should be sent to - Mr David Foster, 272, Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex. CM15  9EA,  by 30th June 2004.

A NEW YEAR APPEAL FROM THE TREASURER

On behalf of our Committee I extend sincere gratitude to those of you who made donations during 2003.  It is your financial support alone which enables us to continue our work - we have no other form of funding.

This is the time of year when many of you will be renewing subscriptions  to publications and organisations which you support.  May I ask you, therefore, to include Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice in your generosity if you have not done so already.

Defending the Faith by word and deed means committing time, effort and money for which we may see little or no return in the short-term.  However, it is an investment which we must make - it is our duty and responsibility.  Standing on the sidelines is not an option.  We must be involved actively.

You may be interested to know that from April 2004 people who complete self-assessment tax returns will be able to nominate a Charity to receive all or part of any repayment due to them.  The donation will then be paid direct to the Charity's bank account and the form will incorporate a Gift Aid declaration.  Gift Aid tax will be paid without the Charity having to make a claim.  We have taken steps to ensure that our name will appear on the list of participating Charities.

Regarding donations and new Standing Orders we do not send an acknowledgement unless one is requested so may I take this opportunity to say a big 'thank you' to those who have so generously added their contributions since my last appeal.

Whether or not you are able to support us financially please keep us in your prayers, as you are in ours, because we are all 'fighting the good fight' in the spiritual domain as well as at 'ground level'.  Thank you again, and God bless you.

Hon.Treasurer,  The Granaries, Crews Hill, Enfield EN2 9BB

________________________________________________________________________________
RENEW INTERNATIONAL COMES TO WESTMINSTER

A REVIEW OF 'AT YOUR WORD, LORD' - SEASON ONE

Before reviewing the material used in Season One of AYWL it is appropriate to note the origin of Renew.  It goes back to the mid-seventies in the U.S.A. and the Call-to-Action Conference held in Detroit.  That Conference was composed largely of dissenting 'special interest' groups promoting practices and proposals in direct opposition to the teaching of the Church.  There was a particular hostility towards Rome.  Out of that Conference the concept of the Renew programme emerged under the direction of Archbishop Peter Gerety of Newark, New Jersey.  This was a programme designed to put community before hierarchy, unity before truth, justice and peace before the salvation of souls and personal experience before the teaching authority of the Church.  Thus, a programme was born which would fit neatly into the Modernist mould.

The international path of Renew has been well-documented in publications such as Christian Order.  It has been tried, tested - and found wanting.  Diocesan statistics demonstrate that it has failed to produce the results which its proponents claim it achieves.  Despite this, the programme has now been imposed on the Archdiocese of Westminster and, no doubt, it is destined for other dioceses in England and Wales.  That is why we are devoting some space to it in this issue of The Flock.

The emergence of Renew in Westminster followed an all-too-familiar pattern.  In May 2002 a 'consultation' about 'spiritual renewal' was carried out in the parishes throughout the diocese.  The laity were invited to submit their suggestions.  Many concerned Catholics responded, drawing attention to the need for reverence towards the Blessed Sacrament; the opportunity to kneel to receive Holy Communion; the return of altar rails; greater emphasis on traditional devotions, and strong preaching on matters of faith and morals.  None of these matters was addressed and it soon became clear that the decision to use Renew had been taken already. 

For those readers who are unfamiliar with the format of Renew it goes like this: First there is a presentation of the programme to all the priests of the diocese gathered together for a two or three day meeting.  Stage two is the Preparation Year during which parish core committees and group leaders are trained.  Then comes the Diocesan Launch event and the programme proper.  There are five 'Seasons' - each lasting six weeks - spread over a three-year period.  In Westminster these are in the sequence: Autumn of Year 1, Spring and Autumn of Year 2 and Spring and

 Autumn of Year 3.  This means that the AYWL programme will conclude in the latter part of 2005.  Each 'Season' has a theme and each weekly 'session' has a topic related to the theme.

At the heart of the Renew process are the 'small groups of six to eight people meeting weekly, guided by the material provided, to reflect upon the themes of the programme, meditate upon the scripture texts chosen, and share with each other their responses to the word of God in the light of their own lives and experience.'  All views expressed are equally valid and even if they are erroneous they will be left uncorrected.  The group leader, who has undergone training, is equipped with a Handbook which directs how the group is to be run.  For example, the leader should 'encourage all members to have a bible which they can easily read and understand' (no mention about the bible being a reliable translation or having a sound catechetical commentary).  Such words as 'focus areas', 'community', 'collaborative', 'group dynamics', and 'celebrating' occur throughout the Handbook which stresses the inclusive and 'non-threatening' nature of the programme.  Every session is divided into five segments: Gather; Listen to Experience; Explore the Scriptures; Reflect, and Respond.

Each participant is issued with an expensively-produced booklet which covers the six-week Season.  Looking at the 32-page booklet for Season One of AYWL we find that:  the word Catholic appears only once whereas the word 'community' appears 64 times; the Catechism of the Catholic Church is never mentioned; the Rosary is not mentioned at all despite the fact that the programme commenced in October - traditionally the Month of the Holy Rosary; in Week 5, the Solemnity of All Saints is referred to but the Commemoration of the Holy Souls is omitted as is any reference to Purgatory; the teaching authority of the Church is never mentioned whilst emphasis is placed on individual opinions, personal experience and feelings. In general, the text throughout could have been written by, and for, Protestants.

At each weekly session the participants have three pages of text to absorb.  Their responses form the basis of any discussion that takes place.  This is when the errors and omissions in the text are likely to go uncorrected.  For example, the three Divine Persons of the Holy Trinity are referred to just as 'persons', and in one paragraph  the Holy Spirit is referred to as 'it' several times.  When dealing with the Beatitudes, unsurprisingly, the word 'happy' is used instead of 'blessed' but it is even suggested that 'lucky' might be used.  The medieval mystic Meister Eckhart is quoted without any reference to the fact that his writings were condemned as heretical by Pope John XII.  Prayer techniques based on Eastern mysticism are recommended. 

Perhaps the shortcomings of this programme are best summed up in the words of a prominent theologian at the end of his critique of the Renew 2000 material on which AYWL is based: ' In conclusion' he writes 'my judgement of the text is very simply this: it is seriously impaired in its content and, in its tone or spirit, alien to the ancient and Catholic faith we profess in the Creed.  My recommendation would be that it not be used under Catholic auspices, that it be jettisoned in favour of materials truly consonant to the faith as set out in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (which incidentally is never referred to in the text).' 

One final footnote. It is worth pointing out that the warning in this review regarding small faith-sharing groups could apply equally to other programmes which use the small group 'sharing' method such as 'Catholic' Alpha and 'CaFE'. 

Michael Akerman

“WATCH AND PRAY”

I sometimes meet people who, while agreeing that the Church in this country is facing a terrible crisis, disapprove of actions such as challenging dissent, saying it is better to content ourselves with praying for things to improve. Of course we must pray daily for the Church in this country, but that does not mean we should take no action.  Raymond de Souza reminds us in one of his splendid talks that Our Blessed Lord told us we must both “watch and pray”.  

Now those on watch in those days would be stationed on the city walls, so they could warn their fellow citizens loudly and clearly of  impending danger.  Failure to raise the alarm in such circumstances would be a tragic betrayal.  Similarly, those who are aware of abuses such as the false catechesis in Catholic schools and parishes, explicit lessons on sex for young children, the dissenting views of some ‘Catholic’ speakers, and other serious abuses, have a duty to warn others and to protest to those in authority.

Clearly these corrections, though firm, must always be courteous and charitable, for  we speak  out of love, not only for those who are being led astray but also for the perpetrators, remembering that whatever harm they are doing may be due to ignorance for which they are not to blame.  After all, as Cardinal Ratzinger remarked last October when discussing the pending summary of The Catechism of the Catholic Church, “ In the times after the Council it is evident that we have not succeeded in transmitting in a concrete way the contents of the Catholic Faith… “ so there exists “an enormous religious ignorance”. What should we watch for in our parishes,our schools, our deaneries and our dioceses? The most imminent threat is the astonishing policy to give joint religious lessons in the  combined Anglican/Catholic senior schools now being developed throughout the country and well on the way in Clifton and Wrexham dioceses. Bishop Declan Lang of Clifton even claims in a leaflet he has produced that they will “ discuss and reflect on both the Catholic and the Anglican Tradition” while following a syllabus “ agreed by the governing body within principles and guidelines provided by the two bishops” !  Our Catholic bishops need to know that no caring Catholic parent could send a child to such a school because,  sadly, we differ so widely  

from our separated Anglican  brethren on  both Doctrine and  Morals that joint R.E. is out of the question.

Then there is the policy in some dioceses to cut down the number of Masses being offered on a Sunday, apparently because in the future we will have fewer priests to offer Mass.  But every Mass offered - even one with no congregation - gives infinite glory to God and wins precious graces for His Church, so the more Masses said the better.  While we have priests ready to offer Sunday Masses we must allow them to do so.  I know some of you are already in correspondence with your bishops about this, and I hope none of us will let the number of Masses our priests are prepared to offer in our parishes be cut unnecessarily.

Finally, we cannot do better, in obedience to the Holy Father, than check that the instructions he gave in his Ad Limina address to our  bishops are fully implemented in our part of the world.  It is interesting that many of the points the Pope raised are contained in the Open Letter we sent to the bishops of England and Wales last February.  Perhaps now they will be corrected and the Church in this country will begin to recover.

We will, of course, pray that our careful exposure of errors and abuses will succeed in getting them put right without further action.  However, if we find nothing is done then we should be prepared to inform the appropriate Congregation in Rome about the problem, the steps we have taken and the response we have received.  Fortunately Rome have the authority to insist abuses are corrected,  and the concern they seem to feel now for the spiritual welfare of Catholics in this country will lead them to listen to us sympathetically. 

Obviously I am not offering you an easy time.  This is hard, continuous, time-consuming work which is not calculated to make you popular, but, if we want the Church to survive in this country, it needs to be done, and if we don’t undertake it who will?  It is, of course, rewarding and not just in Heaven.   Remember Jeremiah’s advice to his friend Baruch in similar circumstances, that he would find “ Peace through Integrity”.  If we compromise with error  even by keeping silent, we damage our integrity and with it our peace. So let’s make Jeremiah’s words our motto and find “Peace through Integrity”. ………………………
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Published by Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, Chairman:Mrs D. McLeod, 4,Fife Way, Great Bookham. Surrey. KT23 3PH Reg. Charity No.326394

Vol.7  No.3  Winter 2004























_____________________________________________________________________________Dear Friends,


�I would very much like to thank you for your kind prayers and  your loyal support throughout 2003, including the way so many of you have joined with us and helped this Apostolate by defending the Truth in your own part of the Church.  Let’s pray that we will continue to work together for the greater Glory of God during 2004.  We are happy to help you as much as we can with information, copies of  documents from Rome, etc. that  you may need. 


Although we never send this newsletter anonymously, you can share your copy of “The Flock,” or parts of it, with friends and fellow parishioners.  There is no copyright, so feel free to copy or quote from it, giving the credit to Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice if  appropriate. Several parish priests asked if they could quote from the piece in our last issue on Ecclesia de Eucharistia, so I want to make it clear that there is no need for permission, just go ahead.  The more people who read what we say in these confused times, the better !


Problems outside the Church:  We must also be prepared to help our bishops defend breaches of justice in our troubled  society, such as abortion, euthanasia, same-sex unions and now prospective changes in the blasphemy laws.


“Faith of our Fathers”:  We are not planning a large Conference in 2004,  but hope to be able to stage one in 2005.  However we will, God willing, mark the tenth anniversary of The Catechism of the Catholic Church,  which falls in 2004, with a Study Day discussing the four parts of the Catechism - details in our next issue. We will also support any of you who decide to hold a Conference in your own district with advice, speakers,  etc.


Remembering friends who are no longer with us: Last November, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice  arranged for Father Hugh Thwaites S.J. to offer a Novena of Masses for our deceased supporters and for all your friends and relatives who died during the year.


Finally, let’s remember to soak our work in prayer and to pray for each other’s work.  We should also keep in mind that we are greatly privileged to have this opportunity to defend our dear Lord and His Glorious Teaching.


Wishing you and your families every blessing in the coming year,�


Daphne McLeod and the Committee of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice                 








