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TRUTH - THE 'PEARL OF GREAT PRICE'
W

hen Our Blessed Lord was arraigned before Pontius Pilate, He told him, 'For this was I  born, and for this came I into the world, that I should give testimony to the Truth'. (John 18 v37.)  This shows how very important Truth is to Christ, who described Himself as 'the Way, the Truth and the Life'.  Before He ascended into Heaven, Jesus entrusted this Truth to His Church, commissioning her to teach all nations, promising to be with her always 'even to the consummation of the world' and also promising to send the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit, to ensure this Truth which He had revealed was kept perfectly inviolate.   Ever since the first Pentecost the Catholic Church, the one true Church of Christ, has existed, giving 'testimony to the Truth' throughout the world to all who are prepared to listen. Thanks be to God, we still have the Church, the voice of Christ in the world today, proclaiming Truth and refuting error. 

Truth satisfies the deepest longings of our hearts and as it also enables us to order our lives to make them pleasing to God by freeing us from error and doubt, it is one of our most precious possessions and one we must guard and defend from every attack.   We must expect Truth to be constantly under attack, just as Our Lord Himself was during his life on earth, so we must always be vigilant.  When the attacks came from those outside the Church it was comparatively simple to discern error, even though this did cost our Catholic martyrs their lives.  Now,  sadly, there are  those who dissent from Truth but stay in the Church,  admitting they are staying ‘to try and change the Church’ as if mere mortals could change divinely revealed, unchanging Truth.  Sometimes these dissenters are to be found teaching their version of the Faith to the young or to other vulnerable people,  sometimes they are even in positions of authority and they are nearly  always plausible and charming - until they are challenged.

H.E.Cardinal Ratzinger warned us last October, while announcing the creation of a special commission to prepare a summary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, that “ There exists an enormous religious ignorance “ in the Church today.  This means that too many of us cannot recognise dissent any more, especially if it is presented with skill and charm by those we feel we can trust. That is why we need The Catechism of the Catholic Church which the Holy Father described as “Christ’s great gift to His Church”.  Fortunately the Catechism is well indexed so we can easily look up anything we feel doubtful about and discover the truth for ourselves.  Then we can correct dissent and hopefully save others from being led astray, telling the dissenters, if they argue, that they are not arguing with us but with The Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Dissent comes at us from all directions so we must be on our guard against each of the following.

The False Ecumenism, so fashionable today. Naturally everyone wants unity but we must not give in to the temptation to have unity even at the cost of Truth and we must not allow any other Catholic to do this in our hearing.  We owe it to our separated brethren to proclaim Church Teaching lovingly and in full, at every opportunity.  For example, this means we never ‘play down’ the special place God has given Our Blessed Lady, in the Church and in our hearts.  Instead we should explain why we honour her as we do.  We openly admit that we  believe the Catholic Church is the one true Church instituted by Christ when He was on earth, showing how no other body fulfils the necessary requirements. We demonstrate why we believe Jesus is really and truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar, in words our non-Catholic friends can understand, and why faithful Catholics assist at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass every Sunday.  We affirm that no man can put asunder what God has joined together in marriage and we do all this without ambiguity or hypocrisy but with kindness and understanding.  If we need more information to answer questions we admit that and turn to The Catechism of the Catholic Church.  We never allow the divinely revealed truths to be glossed over  because they are all important to Our Blessed Lord and therefore to each one of us.

The False Catechetics, which have bedevilled our schools and parishes for almost forty years, explaining the religious ignorance Cardinal Ratzinger speaks of and the confusion found among young and even middle-aged Catholics today.  Here again parents, priests and teachers need to have recourse to the Catechism, or to the sound religious textbooks, truly based on the Catechism, produced in America and Australia which are also available in this country  (see page 6 'What are our children being taught now?'). Unless we get this right soon the Church will die out in this country because there will be virtually no young Catholics who understand the Faith well enough to carry it on.

The Dissenters, who are still being invited to address Catholic audiences or to contribute to Catholic newspapers and periodicals.  These people, who often have many letters after their names, love to give their personal view of the Faith even though it contradicts the clear teaching of the Church.  Once anyone strays from the Truth Christ gave us, they need to be firmly but politely corrected, not because you will convert them but because left uncorrected, error will be promulgated.  That is why it is so important to attend Catholic meetings which are addressed by dissenters, even though it will not be a pleasant experience.  After all, as Edmund Burke warned us: 'The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.'
ALPHA, CaFE, At Your Word, Lord, or any other programme which, however well-meaning they might be, are not entirely Catholic in content or which rely on people in ‘small groups’ expressing their own feelings about religion, regardless of whether they reflect Church teaching or not. Any such programme intended for Catholics must use material which is 100% in line with The Catechism of the Catholic Church and any small group discussion must be chaired by a Catholic who is qualified to correct error as soon as it is spoken.  Otherwise the Catholics, and the non-Catholics, who attend will be led further astray and more harm than good will be done.  One of our readers suggested that 'Pro Ecclesia..' should produce a sound programme for parishes throughout the country. He even gave it a name - CREDO.  This is a lovely idea but unfortunately we do not have the financial resources to carry it out.  When you consider that “At Your Word, Lord” is costing Westminster Archdiocese three-quarters of a million pounds (and that is only in one diocese) you realise that without access to Catholic funds such an initiative would be out of the question.  

WHAT CAN WE DO ?

To recognise the voice of Truth, to accept it, even though it can be very demanding, is a great grace and one which will be taken into account at our judgement, when much will be expected from 'those to whom much has been given.'  So, when Truth is under such a savage attack, as it is now, we must do all we can.  As well as correcting error at every opportunity we must also proclaim the Truth.  That is why 'Pro Ecclesia..' is staging a Study Day on 'The Catechism of the Catholic Church' on Saturday 26th June (see page 8 for details).  We will adopt our friend’s suggestion and call it CREDO.  The four talks on the Catechism will be taped, so you can buy the album, which will also be called CREDO.  If you like, use it with your friends and fellow parishioners to explore The Catechism of the Catholic Church together.

We must also pray about this problem, asking God the Holy Spirit, described by Our Lord as “The Spirit of Truth,” to help us protect and cherish this gift, this precious pearl, which is worth giving up everything else to possess. That is why we are enclosing with this issue a Novena to the Holy Spirit to be said, initially, between Ascension Thursday and Pentecost Sunday.  This will unite us all in prayer for these nine days and, of course, the Novena can be repeated often throughout the year.

A PENTECOST PILGRIMAGE

  The Chartres Pilgrimage re-started over 20 years ago when a French priest and 35 laymen walked from Notre Dame de Paris to Notre Dame de Chartres (a distance of some 70 miles) as an act of reparation to Our Lady for the dissent, apathy and lack of faith in the Western Church.  Last year some 20,000 pilgrims marched, coming from as far afield as America and Australia.  In 2001 five bishops participated, a Cardinal offered the final Mass and the Holy Father granted the pilgrims a plenary indulgence.  It is a life-changing experience.  For 3 days you are surrounded by Catholics who genuinely and joyously embrace the faith of the Church, and thousands of young people who fill you with hope for the Church of tomorrow.  You march with hundreds young priests, seminarians, tonsured monks, young nuns and brothers, clearly all deliriously happy and head over heels in love with the Church.

The next time a bishop or a priest tells you that we have a vocations crisis, you will not be able to believe a word of it.  Given such ardent love of Our Lord in the Eucharist, such filial and tender devotion to the Mother of God and such real devotion to the office of the Holy Father, God is raising up sons of Abraham from the very stones! 

This year the dates are 28 May to 1 June.  The total cost is £168 (£90 for children under 12).  This includes coach and ferry to France, one night's hotel accommodation in Paris, breakfast on Saturday, 2 nights tented accommodation, Pilgrimage registration and booklet, a 3-course meal with wine on Monday evening and a quartet of charming, erudite guides who will take you to places you never knew you wanted to go.  It is a bargain!  In addition, there is the availability of spiritual direction and confession, as many rosaries as you can manage, every hymn you ever thought of singing, three magnificent traditional High Masses in breathtaking settings (the memories of which you will take to the grave) all-night Exposition, hearty French breakfast every morning, medical facilities, wake-up calls, plenty of bread and water rations, hearty evening soup, as much wine as you can carry, blisters, chilblains, shin splints, bruises, aching muscles…in short, an unrivalled opportunity for penance!  Everything, in fact, for the right-thinking Catholic to achieve salvation.  What more could one possibly ask?

If you are interested in taking part in this beautiful experience contact Francis Carey on 020 8741 1316 for more information.

A CALL TO ARMS !

There is no question that the genuine crisis now rocking the Church reflects the struggle between good and evil which has been going on ever since the creation of our first parents and which could be coming to a head now.  This war is not only against human adversaries, it is against the powers of darkness so we must arm ourselves with prayer and  all the spiritual weapons the Church provides.  This means frequent assistance at Holy Mass and daily rosaries but also Holy Hours before the Blessed Sacrament, regular Confession, novenas, daily sacrifices, the use of sacramentals like holy water, the scapular, miraculous medals, etc.  Only when we are equipped with this spiritual armoury can we expect our actions, the other essential part of our apostolate, to bear fruit.

Armed like this we can  proclaim and defend the Truth revealed to us by God so lovingly.   We must not be surprised if we find ourselves sometimes defending these Truths against other Catholics, even those in positions of authority in the Church.  After all, those who want to destroy the Church are clever enough to know that they will be far more effective if they work from the inside than if they just keep hammering away from outside.  That is why enemies of the Truth have infiltrated the Church, sometimes reaching high positions and misusing their authority to spread their false ideas among more credulous Catholics. 

It only needs a few clever infiltrators misusing their authority to lead thousands of Our Lord’s precious sheep astray because, from a misunderstood sense of loyalty, we tend to follow those higher than us in the Church, even when they have been misled themselves.  That is why when we complain to  diocesan catechists that the religious textbooks they are promoting do not teach the Truth, they do not attempt to defend books, which they know are indefensible, instead they say that the bishops approve of them, and that ends the discussion.

This attitude, which is fine when all is well with the Church, is not acceptable today when,as Pope John Paul II has warned us in the Encyclical Veritatis Splendor,  “The Church is facing a genuine crisis”.  While we are still loyal to the hierarchial offices in the Church, which were instituted by Christ, our loyalty to the individual depends on his dedication to proclaiming and defending Truth.  The Reformation in this country demonstrated this when those who blindly followed their bishops followed them out of the Church, while the English martyrs won glory by staying faithful to the Truth.  Today we must examine everything we hear or read, critically, and then judge if it matches with Church teaching as handed down to us from the Apostles, now found in The Catechism of the Catholic Church.

You will find you come across error in all sorts of  places. It does at times creep into articles and letters in the three Catholic newspapers for example, but they are usually fair enough to print corrections when a sufficient number of faithful Catholics write in.  This means their letter pages often carry much good Catholic teaching and as this reaches a large number of readers, it is a very worthwhile branch of our apostolate. It is encouraging to see names from our mailing list under so many excellent letters.  This is something we can all do, just for the price of the newspaper and a stamp or a fax.   “The Tablet” which is increasingly using contributions from dissenters such as Hans Kung, Tina Beattie, Lavinia Byrne and Peter Stanford, under its new editor, is not so ready to print corrections, and unfortunately the bishops are doing nothing to make it Catholic. 

The Catholic Truth Society, publishers to the Holy See, which has improved in recent years still needs careful monitoring.  For instance, its R.E.Scheme, The Way The Truth and The Life, though better than some schemes, is not entirely Catholic in content and neither are the booklets called Christianity Pure and Simple by Dwight Longenecker. This set of five booklets is  designed for Catholics and for others who want to know more  about the Catholic Faith. It is subsidised by donations from faithful Catholics, even though it denies the Faith on many essentials. We wrote to the General Secretary, Fergal Martin, pointing out eleven of the most serious discrepancies and, although he did not refute what we said, he said he will continue to produce these booklets regardless.  This shows how low Truth is esteemed even among those who should make its promotion their main purpose.

In this situation we need to recruit as many as possible, from among our families and friends and from our fellow parishioners to support us in this work.  If there were a cell of faithful Catholics protecting the Faith in every parish or at least in every  deanery or diocese there would be more chance of the Truth being preserved for our children. Never feel that you are not equipped for this noble apostolate.  If you have been Confirmed, prepared yourself spiritually and armed yourself with the Truth,( even if you have just looked it up in the Catechism,) you are more than a match for anyone who is in error, no matter what their title is or how many letters they have after their name.

When we speak up clearly and with love, for Truth, we speak up for Christ, Who is Truth Incarnate.  Remember He promised that if we speak up for Him here on earth He will speak up for us before the Father. What a pity then not to use every opportunity He offers  to defend the Faith.  Indeed, how will we answer for our negligence if we even hesitate?

WAITING FOR MARY
At an official diocesan conference last year, the most thought provoking phrase heard (in the car park) was that the bishops were using their skills and abilities to re-arrange the chairs on the decks of the Titanic.  We know, however, that the barque of Peter is unsinkable, because it is the vehicle of God's truth through Our Lord's mandate to St.Peter 'Upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it'.

According to Pope Paul VI, the smoke of Satan has entered the Church, and it was during his pontificate the auto-demolition became visible.  Pope John Paul II also said on, on 24 May 1987, 'The evil that surrounds us today, the disorders that plague our society, man's inconstancy and brokeness, are not only the results of original sin, but also the results of Satan's dark and pervasive action.'

The auto demolition of the Church became prominent after Vatican 2 when everything that carried the hallmark of Catholicity, very often originating from famous doctors of the Church, became continually updated and rewritten, to the extent that practices which upheld the faith have been put into reverse, and practices which demean Christ's presence are now commonplace.  These latter include the removal of crucifixes, side placement of the tabernacle, communion in the hand and under both kinds, bowing instead of genuflecting, lack of recognition of the church building as a place of prayer but more for community singing and talking.  This has led to disbelief in the real Presence in the younger generations who see no reverence in church. 

Soon after Vatican 2 the Church's teaching in Humanae Vitae produced a revolt.  Catholics, aided by bishops and priests, were led to believe that contraceptive practices were a matter of conscience, and that the Church had no rights in this area.  Society is now paying the price with the ticking time-bomb which is going to do incredibly more damage to society than Al Qu'aida, and from which our shrinking Church will also suffer.  Disobedience and sin entered the Church on a considerable scale and, where grace was not forthcoming, Satan entered and put his controls on those who made themselves vulnerable to him. Many of these poor souls now form the major part of our Church bureaucracy and education establishment.  They are the crew of the Titanic.

Liberal thinking and criticism, especially in the higher echelons of the Church, is always a matter of grave concern.  The waves begun by bishops and clergy inevitably trickle down to many of the laity.  Today, unlike in times past, there are many more lay academics, and a larger body of educated lay folk; but a little knowledge can be a dangerous thing, and it has to be said that not many have the background that would enable them to analyse, much less to counter, the propositions of liberal thinkers.  Indeed, if they are put forward by clergy, they are often accepted without question. ('Father must be right').  Witness, too, the worldwide acceptance of the gross misrepresentation of the decrees of Sancrosanctum Concilium by Archbishop Bugnini and Co. - albeit, initially, with reluctance and bewilderment.

Once the seeds of dissent, liturgical abuse, and so on are sown in the minds of the faithful dislodgement is difficult, and their faith is severely damaged. (Read The Illogicalities of Liberal Criticism by Peter Grace.  Straphanger Publications)

Then, where belief in Christ's Presence has gone, we have very few young Catholics.  Thankfully, however, today there are still some churches that resemble the churches that used to bulge with worshippers because they had holy practices such as reverent Masses, Benediction, Rosary, Litanies and so on - the reason being brave and holy priests.  People flock to such churches - churches that continue to have converts.  But those priests are in danger of being moved because of their orthodoxy, as did a priest in London last month, seemingly, because of bureaucratic pressure.  There are also many young men who are rejected  by seminaries because of their orthodoxy.

Catholic schools openly teach error.  Original sin, grace, the soul, Purgatory and Hell have been excluded almost completely from their catechetical syllabi.  According to the chief exorcist in Rome, Fr.Gabriel Amorth, many bishops do not believe in Hell, they no longer appoint exorcists, and they give support to people with heretical views.  Instead of a Christ-centred Church we now have 'community', people-centred replacement churches.  We are being asked to give our support to some bishops who, themselves, support those scholars who are demolishing the Church.  They use as their tools the theology of neo-Modernists such as Kung, Rahner, de Lubac and de Chardin most of which is now leading to the downplay of the dogmatic theology and philosophy of St.Thomas Aquinas.  This attitude has been expressed on more than one occasion by speakers at Diocesan Conferences.  By our tacit support of this structure are we ourselves becoming part of the problem rather than the solution?  How culpable are we?  Despite the Holy Father's request for bishops to be generous in allowing Mass to be said in the 1962 Latin Rite the bishops' responses can not be said to be generous!

There is only one way out of this quagmire and that is the re-establishment of orthodoxy within the Catholic Church - the Church where Jesus Christ, crucified by and for us, is the epicentre not the fringe.  Mel Gibson instead of Karl Rahner.  We have to be sure that we support Christ - not His adversary.  This means returning to the teachings of the Popes on Doctors of the Church such as St.Thomas Aquinas; understanding and accepting the infallible edicts of Pope St.Pius X that condemned much of today's liberal attitudes, and that his most important encyclical, Pascendi Gregis, carries the full weight of Our Lord's mandate mentioned earlier, and not to look upon Pope St.Pius X with the disdain of a modernist priest who was overheard saying, venomously, 'that peasant'.

The greatest combatant of today's heresy is Our Blessed Mother, and the strongest prayer is the Rosary.  'My Immaculate Heart will triumph' are the words spoken by her to the world through the children of Fatima.  While we wait, let us pray. 

John Edwards

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF 'PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE'

Dear  Friends,

I must thank you for the wonderful support you gave to our special edition of “The Flock” on the film “The Passion of the Christ”. Many of you sent letters of appreciation or contributions to cover the extra cost, others photo-copied and distributed it in parishes or even further afield, so helping more people to learn about this superb film.

This issue of “The Flock” is, in a way, parallel to the Passion issue because it is depicts how the Church, the Body of Christ, is currently suffering, this time from a serious and genuine crisis. This is probably the most serious crisis in the Church’s history because it affects the whole globe, because this time the enemy is within the Church and because it is undermining Divinely revealed Truth and the Church is the only Voice of Truth in the world.  Particularly in England and Wales today this Voice is too often silenced.  For instance, it is ten years since The Catechism of the Catholic Church arrived in this country.  This compendium of the Catholic Faith, commissioned by the Holy Father at the request of the 1985 Synod of Bishops, is intended to assist priests in the preparation of their sermons and help R.E. teachers rectify errors in modern catechetics.  It is also for Catholic laity who want to learn more about the faith and for non-Catholics who would like to know what the Church teaches.  The Pope called it “Christ’s great gift to His Church”- exactly the gift the Church needed thirty years after the Council.

Unfortunately, in this country, the Catechism, like so many other documents from Rome, has not been welcomed or implemented as it should have been. So, although we have been given the remedy for many of our problems, until we start using it they will not be resolved. This is why Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice have decided to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Catechism with CREDO, a 'Faith of our Fathers' Study Day on Saturday 26 June. We have invited speakers who will each talk about a section of the Catechism and then discuss your written questions on it together.  You are invited to the Lecture Hall in Central Hall, Westminster, to help celebrate this anniversary. The details of the day are on the poster on page 8, which we hope you will photocopy and display wherever you can.  Also, please pray that this Study Day will trigger off a nation-wide movement to return the Church here to the truths expounded in the Catechism.  If all of us who hear the talks are inspired to proclaim and defend the truth at every opportunity and by every means at our disposal others will follow our example and bit by bit error will be defeated and truth return to this one time Isle of saints. 

We need this Study Day to inform ourselves so the talks will be invaluable.  We have also invited Dr N.A.Morris M.A.(Oxon) Phil.Lic.(Rome) Doct. es Lettres (Paris) so you can meet her and discuss her latest work on St Thomas Aquinas now available in booklet form - see below for details.  Dr Morris believes that St Thomas Aquinas will rescue the world in the third millenium if enough is known about his teaching. When she retired from her lectureship at the Gregorian University, Rome, she wrote this easy-to-read introduction to St Thomas Aquinas’ work for the ordinary reader. Because it is so accesssible it is even proving popular with non-Catholic readers.  As well as arming ourselves with knowledge we must pray to Our Blessed Lord, Our Lady, the English Martyrs and all our favourite saints for the help we need.  Perhaps the great St John the Baptist, described by St Anselm as the first martyr to Truth, should be our patron too in this  endeavour to restore Truth to its rightful place in our hearts and the hearts of our fellow Catholics.  Remember, loving Truth and helping others to love Truth is part of  loving Christ who is Truth Incarnate and Who we were created to love. 

Wishing every blessing on you and all you do,

Daphne McLeod.
THOMAS AQUINAS FOR TODAY by Dr N.A. Morris.

This is a series of eight booklets introducing the philosophy of Thomas Aquinas, and applying his teaching to the world of today.

1.  The Meaning of things: what went wrong? £2.                    5.Marriage, justice begins at home £1.75

2.  The Philosophies of Balance and Order     £2.                     6.Politics for an imperfect world   £1.75

3.  Ecology: a respect for Nature          £1.75                            7. Economics:the necessities of life £2.

4.  Morals: a respect for Human Nature £1.75                           8. Peace: unity within and without and

                                                             The Universal Doctor, Aquinas is for Everyone £2

Booklets can be bought singly as priced, or the full set for £14 plus p+p of 20p per book.

Orders with payment, cheques and P.O.s  made payable to Hoath House, can be sent to Hoath House, 22, Pentre Street, Glynneath, Neath.SA11 5HA, or to 4, Fife Way, Great Bookham, Surrey.  KT23 3PH

WHAT ARE OUR CHILDREN BEING TAUGHT NOW ?

This is a very important question because the Church will only survive in this country if our Catholic children are taught the Faith that was “ handed down to us by the Apostles”.  That is why, as soon as the Hierarchy was restored in 1850, the bishops of England and Wales insisted schools must be built even before churches, so future generations could be taught the Faith by teachers trained to do this thoroughly and effectively. 

 For generations this worked very well and the Church in this country not only survived but grew progressively, keeping 85 - 90% of her young people and attracting a steady stream of converts.  Then in the nineteen sixties ‘modern catechetics’ was introduced into most schools and soon the young people began to drop away, with the result that, now, over 90% lapse every year.  We cannot sustain such a haemorrhage for many more years and survive.  In spite of this consistent failure, those who established modern catechetics and those they train are still in charge in every diocese, foisting what amounts to a new religion onto the teachers and pupils of our once Catholic schools.

These diocesan catechetical advisors ensure that schools use religious textbooks like “Here I Am” and ICONS which, by omitting or distorting many basic truths and introducing many false ideas, give a totally wrong impression of Our Lord’s teaching.  Understandably this version of the faith fails to appeal to our youngsters who, believing it to be Church teaching, walk away from the Church.  The errors contained in modern catechetics are too numerous to list here but the overriding problem is that modern catechists have redefined Revelation to suit their purpose.  Revelation is no longer the Truths revealed by Christ to be taught by His Church to each succeeding generation.  Instead,  revelation is described as  ‘God speaking to you in your heart.’


This means that instead of the Faith of their fathers our children are taught a  variety of personal opinions, each one as invalid as the next and all relying on human experience instead of Church teaching.   Sadly, the bishops of this country, who are the only ones with the necessary authority, have so far failed to insist that Catholic teachers and pupils are given religious textbooks utterly faithful to the Catechism.  Instead they continue to employ and trust self styled ‘experts’- in spite of their appalling record.

This is not the case everywhere. About ten years ago in America, where modern catechetics also took over, some bishops decided, as one of them put it that “ The ‘new catechesis’ has not only failed to teach the Faith properly, it has been shown to be teaching something else - even pushing youngsters away from the authentic Catholic Faith”  (Archbishop Daniel Buechlein of Indianapolis.)  This resulted in some American bishops insisting on sound religious textbooks for their dioceses which, as they are written in English, are available for parents, priests and teachers in this country.

One of the best is the new “Faith and Life” series, which covers the years from five to fifteen.  It has a book for each year and a superb teacher’s book, “Jesus Our Life,” which provides teachers with lesson plans, worksheets and quizzes. These books are available from CTS Bookshops or from The Holy Cross Bookshop,  Tel. 020 8461 0896.  America has also produced a series for older pupils which would suit our sixth formers.  It is called “The Didache High School Textbook Series” pub. by Catholic Educator’s Resource Center e-mail ; info@catholicformation .com  This sound catechetics is already producing good fruit such as faithful young Catholics with stable marriages or priestly vocations.  Sound books will enable Catholic parents to instruct their children themselves, now that we cannot trust Catholic schools to do it.  Indeed, as most R.E. tends to ‘push youngsters away from the Faith,’ they would be safer out of Catholic schools and in either C of E or state schools, if home-schooling is impossible.   At present there is no sign of any improvement here.  Indeed, now that joint Catholic/Anglican Schools are on the programme the situation can only worsen.

Because there are so few Catholic children now we cannot  fill the schools we built so optimistically in the fifties and sixties, so we have to open our schools to those of other faiths.  This would be no real problem if the religious instruction for Catholic pupils was totally separate from those of other faiths. Unfortunately in Clifton and Wrexham dioceses, where plans for these schools are already well under way, Catholics and Anglicans will be taught religion together, to a syllabus agreed by “both local bishops” as Bishop Declan Lang of Clifton put it.  This means that the Catholic Faith can never be taught fully, so these schools  cannot honestly be described as Catholic and should not be used by faithful Catholic parents for their children.

We have a duty to ensure that any Catholic parents we contact understand this threat to their children’s  faith.  We should also teach the eternal unchanging Truths to others, especially youngsters, at every opportunity we get.  Finally, and most important, we should pray that the Lord will intervene to rescue our schools from this dreadful scandal. We must do all we can because, as Father Faber, the distinguished Oratorian who wrote so many of our favourite hymns, said “ the polluting of God’s Truth, which is the worst of all impurities, is the sin of sins, the most loathsome thing which God looks down on in this malignant world.”    
AN URGENT APPEAL FROM THE EDITOR OF 'CHRISTIAN ORDER'
“For in all times I have need of valiant souls to save My Church and the prevaricating world.”

These are words of Our Lord to Venerable Mother Mariana (see the May 2004 issue of Christian Order for details of the seventeenth century revelations and prophesies of Our Lord and Our Lady to venerable Mother Mariana of Jesus Torres, forecasting the apostasy of our times)

In the course of a recent tribute to his predecessor William Oddie, the new interim editor of London’s Catholic Herald spoke of the relief felt all-round when it became clear that Mr Oddie, on assuming editorship of the Herald, “wasn’t going to turn the paper into a broadsheet version of ‘Christian Order’.” Consequently, he writes, “Cardinal Basil Hume was said to be ‘purring appreciatively’ in William’s direction” [CH, 30/1/04].

Has there ever been a more eloquent testimony to Christian Order’s unique and crucial apostolate in Britain!  It proclaims loud and clear what informed English Catholics well know: that CO’s very existence makes a difference! Since the only regular, outspoken, independent voice standing between the liberal ecclesiastical Establishment and complete control of the flow of Modernist propaganda and disinformation to the grassroots, is Christian Order. Hence their aversion to our plain-speaking: our uncompromising promotion and defence of Catholic truth; our relentless calling to account of lukewarm and liberal Shepherds; our hard-hitting exposes of diocesan Synods, Assemblies, plans and processes aimed at further protestantising the Faith in England and abroad. 

Little wonder there is no Modernist hierarchical “purring” in CO’s orthodox direction. Deo gratias! 

Avoiding the false-optimism and wimpiness of many neo-conservatives on the one hand and the extremes of certain traditionalists on the other, CO’s motivating principles are very simple: 1. a sick Church cannot heal a sick world; 2. a sick episcopate cannot heal a sick Church;  3. the only antidote to the endemic Modernist disease is unadulterated Catholic truth and tradition applied again and again to every subject and circumstance until once more we have saintly bishops forming holy clergy forming orthodox laity;  and 4. the only charitable course at this advanced stage of ecclesiastical and societal decay is to proclaim harsh facts from the rooftops. That is why during the mid-90’s CO took Britain’s diffident orthodox resistance by the scruff of the neck and shook it up: single-handedly raising the temperature of debate on behalf of the countless innocent souls endangered by the open or tacit rebellion of churchmen against our Holy Faith and Rome. 

Despite tut-tutting by some that we were overstepping the mark, our outspoken stand stiffened resolve and gave new heart to many - even emboldening some journalists in the mainstream ‘Catholic’ press! Moreover, far from overstating the case, virtually every warning and prediction CO has made in the ensuing years about the woeful state of the English hierarchy and where they are leading the Church in Britain has materialised in cruel and dramatic fashion. Far better that our readers know the painful score than that they sleepwalk into Roman Protestantism or New World Order Syncretism blind and ignorant.  All this is by way of saying that a British ecclesiastical landscape devoid of Christian Order would be desolate indeed! We all owe the late great Father Paul Crane, SJ a deep debt of gratitude for providing England with this powerful, pugnacious and internationally renowned voice: truly Catholic and rightly independent. Other ‘conservative’ publications have come and gone, yet by the grace of God and the ineradicable faith and generosity of its subscribers and contributors, CO has endured against all the odds for 45 years. And as a priest recently wrote: “CO gets better and better – really it’s head and shoulders above every Catholic magazine I know.” 
However, in order to survive and stand firm before increasing liberal pressures within and without the Church, we urgently need new subscribers. And in this regard, PEEP supporters and readers of The Flock are part of CO’s natural constituency since they are serious Catholics with the signal grace of awareness, who love the Church dearly and wish to do whatever they can to defend Her during these grim times. For such men and women supporting CO is absolutely VITAL! Because it is far more than a mere subscription. It is a badge of uncompromising faith, which should be worn openly and proudly by every faithful British Catholic as a statement of intent: a determination to fight the good fight for Our Blessed Lord and openly challenge the perfidious fifth column insurgents within Holy Mother Church, whatever their slithery guise. 

For all these reasons and more it is inconceivable to me that PEEP supporters, of all people, would not subscribe to Christian Order! SO I URGE EVERY SINGLE READER OF THE FLOCK TO RALLY ROUND CO BY TAKING OUT A SUBSCRIPTION TODAY!! In so doing, you will help CO preserve that crucial independence necessary to continue its fearless defence and promotion of the One True Faith, for which our holy martyrs suffered and died. 

To make this as easy as possible for you, we are offering a 20% discount: A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONLY £20 (10 issues) Plus a FREE bonus edition! That’s 11 issues jam-packed with uncompromising Catholic fare for ONLY £20!!  PLUS!  THE FIRST 50 NEW SUBSCRIBERS TO QUOTE THIS ADVERTISEMENT WILL RECEIVE A FREE COPY of Michael McGrade’s amazing story of the patron saint of Switzerland and his wife: 'THE INVISIBLE CROWN'. This is a quality soft cloth, sewn-cover hardback with dust jacket which normally retails for £15.  Be quick and receive this truly beautiful book FREE with your discounted CO package!

Write to: The Circulation Manager, Christian Order, PO Box 14754, London SE19 2ZJ.  Cheques payable to 'Christian Order' please.  From countries outside the UK a personal cheque in euros, or the foreign currency of the country concerned, or any convenient currency, is perfectly acceptable.  Simply calculate to approximate rate of exchange for £20 sterling.  Thank you.

Rod Pead, Editor, Christian Order      e-mail: enquiries@christian order.com      website: www.christianorder.com
PRO ECCLESIA CELEBRATES THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PUBLICATION OF THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ENGLISH WITH

CREDO

A 'FAITH OF OUR FATHERS' STUDY DAY

in THE LECTURE HALL at

CENTRAL HALL - WESTMINSTER

STOREY'S GATE, LONDON SW1

on

SATURDAY 26 JUNE 2004 

     10a.m. - 5p.m.

Come and celebrate too, with hymns, devotions and talks on

THE CREED        THE SACRAMENTS

THE MORAL LAW

PRAYER

Speakers include:

FR MARTIN EDWARDS  -  FR ANDREW WADSWORTH

 and  DOM ALCUIN REID OSB

followed by a panel discussion on your written questions about

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Tickets cost £10 each.  Please make cheques payable to

Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice or PEEP and send to

Mrs D. McLeod, 4, Fife Way, Gt Bookham, Surrey. KT23 3PH,

enclosing a s.a.e. and your question if you have one.

APPLY NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT AS THE CAPACITY OF THIS HALL IS LIMITED TO 450 
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'…children are taught a variety of personal opinions……relying on human experience instead of


 Church teaching.'











