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REDEMPTIONIS  SACRAMENTUM.

"THE REDEEMING SACRAMENT"

I

ssued by the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments in conjunction with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the  Vatican Instruction Redemptionis Sacramentum (R.S.) is of immense significance as it deals with "the most August Sacrifice and Sacrament of the Eucharist" - the most precious of our possessions  - the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Presence of our Blessed Lord with us in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar. “The Redeeming Sacrament” (as it is called in English) also concerns our individual Redemption so it is not surprising that we read in the Preamble (section 2) that it is for everyone, "Bishops as well as for Priests, Deacons and all the lay Christian faithful".  So, though it may help to discuss here some of the points it raises, hopefully, each faithful Catholic will purchase his own copy from the CTS at £3.95. and so be in a position to carry out the norms it establishes "in accordance with his own responsibilities and the means at his disposal."

Explaining why R.S. may not be universally welcomed, Bishop Mario Oliveri wrote in L’Osservatore Romano  4th August 2004, "the root of disciplinary shortcomings and abuses, as well as of the negative or luke-warm reactions to this Instruction, is to be sought in erroneous intellectual and doctrinal stances regarding what the Church believes, professes and teaches on the Eucharist and on the true nature of the Liturgy.."

ABUSES MUST BE RECTIFIED

The Preamble also explains that R.S. contains nothing new but  addresses liturgical abuses which have become "almost habitual, a fact which obviously cannot be allowed and must cease."  As so many of these abuses which "must cease" are common in England and Wales, we in this country have a stern duty to do all in our power to rectify them.  

The reasons for so much abuse are listed as "first, a false understanding of liberty" next, misguided "ecumenical initiatives which are well intentioned" and, finally, "abuses are often based on ignorance".  (sections 7, 8 and 9).  Obviously we are never at liberty to do anything which is contrary to Church teaching, it would be arrogant to presume that we were.  Neither can false ecumenism excuse abuses which obscure the Catholic faith and Doctrine concerning this wonderful Sacrament.  The problem of ignorance is more difficult to correct as the deeper meaning of the liturgical norms need to be patiently and carefully explained.  R.S. itself and the document Ecclesia de Eucharistia as well as The Catechism of the Catholic Church are of invaluable assistance here.

The "use of unapproved texts and rites" is shown in section 10 to cause  harm rather than benefit to the faithful by breaking the link between 'lex orandi and lex credendi'. 

'Ad libs' by a priest at Mass are absolutely prohibited in section 12, no matter how well intended they are.  We are assured that "The Catholic people have the right that the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass should be celebrated for them in an integral manner according to the entire Doctrine of the Church’s magisterium."  It should always be "as the Church wishes according to Her stipulations as prescribed in the Liturgical books "  and not according to the whim of any individual, be he priest or bishop.  

"WHAT YOU BIND ON EARTH IS BOUND IN HEAVEN…."

Chapter One of the Instruction starts by reminding us of the impeccable status of R.S. by saying that “regulation of the Sacred Liturgy depends solely on the Authority of the Church, which rests specifically with the Apostolic See…” (14) and it goes on to stipulate that therefore “the diocesan bishop, within the limits of his competence, sets forth the liturgical norms in his diocese by which all are bound.” (21)  This means that the Bishop governs the diocese entrusted to him, in accordance with the norms established by Rome, “and it is his task to regulate, to direct, to encourage and sometimes also to reprove..” (22).   Section 27 reminds us that  “As early as 1970, the Apostolic See announced the cessation of all experimentation as regards the celebration of Holy Mass, so even Bishops, Priests or Bishop’s Conferences do not have the faculty to permit experimentation or projects of inculturation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

PRE-EMINENTLY A SACRIFICE.

Priests are given a beautiful reminder of the vows they made at their ordination in Section 31 where it goes on to say, “Let Priests celebrate devoutly and faithfully the mysteries of Christ for the praise of God and the sanctification of the Christian people according to the tradition of the Church especially in the Eucharistic Sacrifice and in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  Later, in section 38 we read that “The constant teaching of the Church on the nature of the Eucharist not only as a meal but also and pre-eminently as a Sacrifice, is therefore rightly understood to be one of the principal keys to the full participation of all the faithful.” 
However, “the celebration of the Eucharist absolutely requires an ordained priest”  so misleading terms such as ‘celebrating community’ or ‘celebrating assembly’ should not be used. (42)  Laity who are called upon to give assistance at liturgical celebrations “should be well instructed and must be those whose Christian life, morals and fidelity to the Church’s magisterium recommend them.” (46) 

The matter of the Most Holy Eucharist is covered in Chapter Three which insists that “the bread..must be unleavened, purely of wheat and recently made” (48)  and “the wine… must be natural, from the fruit of the grape..nor are (other) drinks of any kind to be admitted for any reason.” (50)

NOT TO BE TOLERATED….NO EXCEPTIONS

It is not tolerated that some priests compose their own Eucharistic Prayers or change texts approved by the Church, as only Prayers “found in the Roman Missal”are to be used (51)   Section 52 goes on to say the priest is to recite this prayer alone in full and there must be no other prayers or singing while he does.  The people are involved by “silently joining themselves with the Priest in faith.” (54) 

The readings, Gospel and Homily are dealt with in Section 62 which points out that “it is illicit to .. substitute other non-biblical texts for the readings and responsorial Psalm” and sections 63 to 66 go on to emphasise that the Gospel is reserved “to an ordained minister” and so is the Homily, which is never to be entrusted to any lay person. Even if this has been the custom it is now reprobated and “nor is there to be any exception.”  

The Sign of Peace is restricted now “only to those who are nearest and in a sober manner” while the priest is directed to give the Sign of Peace only to the ministers but he “always remains within the sanctuary so as not to disturb the celebration. (72)

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION….PRIESTS' RESPONSIBILTY

Receiving  Holy Communion is also dealt with and R.S. reminds us solemnly that “it is necessary for each person to examine himself in depth and that any person who is conscious of grave sin should not celebrate or receive the Body of the Lord without prior  Sacramental Confession.”(81)   Section 83 asserts that if people approach the altar indiscriminately, “It pertains to the Pastors prudently and firmly to correct such an abuse” just as they have to take care that non-Catholics and non-Christians do not “come forward for Holy Communion.”

FIRST CONFESSION BEFORE FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

The Sacrament of Penance is shown to be closely linked with receiving Holy Communion (86)  and in section 87 we are reminded that “The first Communion of children must always be preceded by sacramental confession and absolution.”  Again the Parish Priest has the responsibilty of determining if children have been sufficiently well prepared to receive Our Blessed Lord.

How we receive is made clear: “Any baptised Catholic, who is not prevented by law, must be admitted to Holy Communion…..(whether) that person wishes to receive the Eucharist kneeling or standing”( 91).   Also, in section 92 we read that “each of the faithful has the right to receive Holy Communion on the tongue, at his choice..” However, if anyone wishes to receive the Sacrament in the hand it is to be administered to him “in areas where the Bishop’s Conference with the ‘recognito’ of the Apostolic See has given permission” with the proviso that care is taken that the host is consumed in the presence of the minister.  93 brings back the Communion-plate “so as to avoid the danger  of the sacred host or some fragment of it falling,”   and in 94 we read that “It is not licit for the faithful to take by themselves and still less to hand from one to another the sacred host or the sacred chalice.” 

A SOLEMN WARNING

Before Communion under both kinds is administered to the laity it must be “continually accompanied by  proper catechesis (100) and  “It is to be completely excluded where even a small danger exists of the sacred species being profaned.” (101), “where there is such a large number of communicants that it is difficult to guage the amout of wine for the Eucharist”,  or “where access to the chalice would be difficult to arrange…where there is not an adequate number of sacred ministers or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion with proper formation or where a notable part of the people continues to prefer not to approach the Chalice for various reasons, so the sign of unity would be in some sense negated.” (102)  Finally on this “ the pouring of the Blood of Christ after the Consecration from one vessel to another is to be completely avoided” and “ flagons, bowls or other vessels that are not fully in accord with the established norms” are never to be used.(106)  

Section 107 gives a solemn warning of the penalties incurred by anyone who is “voluntarily and gravely disrespectful of the sacred species” and we are reminded that “whatever may remain of the Blood of Christ must be entirely and immediately consumed by the Priest or another (ordained) minister, according to the norms, while the consecrated hosts that are left are to be consumed by the Priest at the altar or carried to the place for the reservation of the Eucharist.”

PRINCIPAL ROLE OF THE PRIEST

Celebration of Mass “is to be carried out in a sacred place(108) and “it is never lawful for a Priest to celebrate in a temple or sacred place of any non-Christian religion.(109)

Daily celebration of Mass is earnestly recommended in section 110, because “even if it is not possible to have the faithful present the celebration is an act of Christ and the Church, and in carrying it out, Priests fulfil their principal role.” 

The Sacred Vessels  used at Mass must be “ in strict conformity with the norms of tradition and of the liturgical books”, so the practice of using common vessels or mere containers “made from glass, earthenware, clay or other materials which break easily” is reprobated.  The priest is the one who” purifies the paten or ciborium over the chalice, then purifies the chalice, in accordance with the prescriptions of the Missal” (119) and the priest is also responsible for ensuring that “the linens for the sacred table, especially those which will receive the sacred species, are always kept clean and that they are washed in the traditional way.” (120)

Appropriate vestments are essential as“The abuse is reprobated whereby the sacred ministers celebrate Holy Mass or other rites without sacred vestments or with only a stole over the monastic cowl, the common habit of religious or ordinary clothes, contrary to the prescriptions of the litugical books.” (126)  

IMPORTANCE OF ADORATION AND VISITS

Eucharistic Worship outside Mass must be greatly promoted” (129) and “the Most Holy Sacrament is to be reserved in a tabernacle in a part of the church that is noble, prominent, readily visible, adorned in a dignified manner and furthermore suitable for prayer…” (129)  To enable the faithful to make visits to the Most Holy Sacrament during the day "as a proof of gratitude, a pledge of love and a debt of the adoration due to Christ the Lord who is present… unless there is a grave reason to the contrary, a church in which the Most Holy Eucharist is reserved should be open to the faithful for at least some hours each day” (135)  Providing the Most Holy Sacrament when exposed is never left unattended, the Ordinary should diligently foster this Eucharistic adoration, brief, prolonged or even continuous so it “becomes an inexhaustable source of holiness”.  Praying the Rosary before the Blessed Sacrament and processions, even through the streets where possible, are to be encouraged as are Eucharistic Congresses. (136-145)

LIMITING THE LAITY

Extraordinary Functions of the Lay Faithful are dealt with in chapter VII by, first of all, in 146, emphasising that "There can be no substitute whatever for the ministerial priesthood". Then, various lay functions are described beginning with “the importance attached to the training of catechists” (148) and going on to explain in 149 that with Pastoral Assistants care must be taken “lest the delineation of this function be assimilated too closely to the form of pastoral ministry that belongs to clerics,” warning that pastoral assistants must not “take upon themselves what is proper to the ministry of the sacred ministers.”
The duties and the limitations of extraordinary ministers of Communion are explored in sections 151 to 160.  All extraordinary ministers should familiarise themselves with these paragraphs, but briefly, (a) only out of true necessity is there to be recourse to the assistance of extraordinary ministers of Communion in the celebration of the Liturgy; and (b) these purely supplementary functions must not be an occasion for disfiguring the very ministry of priests.   Priests must not “neglect the celebration of Holy Mass for the people they are responsible for, their personal care for the sick, the baptism of children, or assistance at weddings and funerals;  furthermore: (c) it is never licit for a lay person to assume the role or vesture of a Priest or Deacon; (d) this function is to be understood by its name, that is ‘extraordinary minister of Holy Communion'; and (e) it is never allowed for the extraordinary minister to delegate another to give Holy Communion;
It is recommended that the Bishop “gives renewed consideration to the practice in recent years regarding this matter…bearing in mind the tradition of the Church.”

NO PRIEST - NO MASS

Celebrations carried out in the absence of a Priest.  On Sundays the Church requires that all the faithful assist at Holy Mass so, when there is any difficulty, the bishop with his priests must provide another priest or the faithful must transfer to a nearby place so as to participate in the Eucharistic mystery. (162)  Priests must remember that they are entrusted  with the Eucharist “for the sake of others” so they must ensure that they provide the faithful with Sunday Mass if humanly possible. (163)  If this is impossible there could be some celebration, and, as this is not to be confused with the celebration of the Eucharist, the Bishop may decide not to allow Holy Communion to be distributed.  The various parts of the celebration should be distributed among several of the faithful.  Even on weekdays Bishops “must not easily grant permission for such celebrations (166).  It is “Unthinkable” to substitute for Holy Mass ecumenical celebrations  or services of common prayer on a Sunday.(167)  Those who have left the clerical state cannot normally celebrate the Sacraments, give the Homily or undertake any office or duty in the celebration of the sacred Liturgy. (168) 

ANOTHER SOLEMN WARNING

Remedies.  The final section  begins with a solemn warning about the serious penalties incurred by those who perpetrate, allow or condone any of these abuses.  The most grave are reserved to the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and include “the forbidden concelebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice with ministers of Ecclesial Communities that do not have the Apostolic succession…” (172) but “anything which puts at risk the validity and dignity of the Most Holy Eucharist” is a grave matter.(173).  Indeed no abuse set forth in R.S. is “to be considered of little account” but “is to be corrected according to the norm of law.”

Bishops have the responsibility to “issue norms on liturgical matters by which all are bound…..He is to be watchful lest abuses encroach upon ecclesiastical discipline, especially as regards the ministry of the Word, the celebration of the Sacraments and sacramentals, the worship of God and the veneration of the Saints.” (176, 177) . Hence, whenever a local Ordinary…receives at least a plausible notice of a delict (violation of law) or abuse concerning the Most Holy Eucharist, let him carefully investigate..(178)  “Delicts against the faith as well as ‘graviora delicta’ committed in the celebration of the Eucharist… are to be referred without delay to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which examines them and, if necessary proceeds to the declaration or imposition of canonical sanctions…” (179)  Otherwise, the Ordinary proceeds according to norms of sacred canons. 

The Apostolic See  also acts. When the Congregation for Divine Worship receives at least a plausible notice of abuse, it informs the local Ordinary so that he may investigate the matter.  If the matter is serious the Ordinary sends a report of his inquiry and the action he has taken back to the Dicastry “as quickly as possible” (181)   If necessary the Congregation for Divine Worship will assist the Bishop with “instructions which he is to follow diligently.”(182) 

OUR RIGHT - AND OUR DUTY

The important part each of us must play is explained in section 183 where we are told “let everyone do all that is in their power to ensure that the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist  will be protected from any and every irreverence or distortion and that all abuses be thoroughly corrected. This is a most serious duty incumbent upon each and every one and all are bound to carry it out without any favouritism. This stern injunction is confirmed in section 184 which says, “Any Catholic, whether Priest, Deacon or lay member of Christ’s faithful has the right to lodge a complaint regarding liturgical abuse to the diocesan Bishop or the competent Ordinary..or to the Apostolic See on account of the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. This means all abuses, even those not included in R.S.  However we are urged to report to the diocesan Bishop first and to do so in truth and charity.

TO BE OBSERVED IMMEDIATELY

The conclusion urges all Christ’s faithful to participate in the Most Holy Eucharist as fully, consciously and actively as they can, honouring it lovingly by their devotion and their manner of life.  Our sacred ministers are urged to ask themselves, “even with severity,” whether they have respected the rights of the lay members of Christ’s faithful who confidently entrust themselves and their children to them and “each one should always remember that he is a servant of the Sacred Liturgy”. (186) 

The signatures follow the final section which declares that Redemptionis Sacramentum was prepared by the Congregation for Divine Worship, in collaboration with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, by mandate of the Holy Father Pope John Paul II and was approved by the same Pontiff on 19th March 2004  “to be observed immediately by all concerned.” 

You can see more information on our website: www.proecclesia.com

or write to us via our e-mail address: proecclesia@hotmail.com

'OUR BOUNDEN DUTY' AND OUR GREAT PRIVILEGE

We must thank our Holy Father the Pope, and The Sacred Congregations of Divine Worship and of the Doctrine of the Faith for giving us  Redemptionis Sacramentum..  Now that so many of the liturgical abuses which have been distressing faithful Catholics for so long have been identified and corrected with the God-given Authority of Rome, all that remains is to get this important Vatican Document fully implemented in our country.  This is where we lay people come in.  You will probably already have recognised local abuses which need correction such as the practice found in many dioceses of admitting children to Holy Communion before they receive the Sacrament of Penance (section 87) and the well meant, but illicit changing of  the text of the Mass (section 12).  The official restriction of the Sign of Peace to the person next to us (72) will be welcomed by those who want to prepare to receive Our Blessed Lord without distraction, but it will have to be insisted on.  It is good to read in sections 91 and 92 that we can choose to receive the Host  kneeling or standing and on the tongue or in the hand  as we wish, but we must ensure we are allowed to exercise these rights.  The safeguards on the over-use of extraordinary ministers of Communion (154) and on the reception of Holy Communion under both kinds (100) are long overdue in this country and must now be adhered to. It would be unrealistic to expect any document to cover every possible abuse so we will at times have to use our own judgement to determine whether everything connected with the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice is as “dignified and proper” as this supreme Act of Worship must be.  For example there is no specific condemnation of the first Holy Communion Mass in Portsmouth Diocese  where balloons  were tossed about by the congregation during the Holy Sacrifice, or the Easter Vigil Mass in Arundel and Brighton when the Priest danced up the aisle with an open umbrella chanting “Singing in the Rain”, but every faithful Catholic will recognise both as abuses “which must cease” and, hopefully, will take appropriate action.  Neither is the growing habit of talking and laughing in Church while ignoring Jesus’ presence in the Blessed Sacrament mentioned, but this is obviously also an abuse “which must cease.” As we know from the record of  Vatican Documents in this country, we cannot rely on the Bishops to issue “Ad Clerums” and Pastoral Letters, so if these and other liturgical abuses are to cease, it is up to us, lay Catholics.  Redemptionis Sacramentum itself points out in section 184 that “everyone must do all in their power “ to protect the Most Holy Sacrament.    Section 183 goes even further assuring us that “This is a serious duty incumbent upon each and every one and all are bound to carry it out without any favouritism.” So we have no choice.  Once we become aware of a liturgical abuse we have to take action by remonstrating, first with the Priest involved, then, if necessary, with his  Bishop and finally, if effective action is not taken, with the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship in Rome.  Letters must be courteous of course, signed, and give all the relevant details, including the name of the church and the diocese involved.  Rome should receive copies of our letters and any replies we received as well as copies of any written information we have substantiating what we are saying (e.g. parish newsletters, notices, diocesan newspapers, etc.). We have been promised in section 181 that, “Whenever the Congregation for Divine Worship receives at least a plausible notice of a delict or an abuse concerning the Most Holy Eucharist, it informs the Ordinary (the Bishop) so that he may investigate the matter.”  We understand that this is happening already. Cardinal Arinze, who is head of the Congregation for Divine Worship, is sending copies of the letters he receives to the Bishop concerned and asking him to let the Congregation know what action he is taking. Of course, this means that the Bishop will know who has written in but this should not prevent us taking the action which is required of us. I can understand that if you are a diocesan Priest or a teacher in a Catholic school it might cause problems, but nothing can happen to other lay people except perhaps a little unpopularity which won’t really hurt us.  It may encourage us to take the action we should take if we remember that nothing happens by accident.  If we witness an abuse, Our Lord is inviting us to come to His defence, regardless of cost to ourselves.

So we must be relentless, working with enthusiam to make sure these abuses do cease in our country,  and all the time soaking our Apostolate with prayer. Indeed we should treasure this opportunity to serve God, and regard it as a great privilege, remembering Our Lord’s words: "Be glad and light-hearted for a rich reward awaits you in Heaven when men revile you and persecute you and speak all manner of  evil against you falsely, because of Me". (Mt.5:12)
FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE

Dear Friends,

I would like to thank all of you who supported CREDO, our celebration of the tenth anniversary of The Catechism of the Catholic Church.  As well as the hymns and devotions, which always enrich our days together, we were blessed to have four excellent talks, one on each section of the Catechism, and a lively question and answer session.  These are all now available on audio tapes - see details on the enclosed flier.

As so many people attended who were new to Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice (or PEEP as we are more often known) we were able to collect many more names for our mailing list and I would like to welcome these new readers to The Flock.  We also thank those who introduce fellow Catholics to The Flock.  However, please let them apply to be put on our mailing list themselves, as it is not our policy to send out unsolicited mail.

No doubt you will be disappointed to hear that we do not plan to hold a Conference in 2005.  This is mainly because our usual venue, Westminster Central Hall, will be closed for refurbishment for at least five months so they are not taking any bookings.  However, if all goes well, we hope to meet you all there again in 2006 - the tenth anniversary of our first Faith of our Fathers Conference.

You will have noticed that this issue consists largely of a summary, with comments, of the recent Vatican Document Redemptionis Sacramentum, (R.S.)  I make no apology for this. R.S. concerns abuses to the Most Blessed Sacrament so it could not be more important, and it involves an apostolate only lay people like us, who are free from the threat of sanctions, can pursue.   Also, Rome makes it clear that we each have a personal responsibility to ensure the rulings outlined in R.S. are fully implemented in our parish, deanery and diocese.  So, uninviting as it may look, I entreat you you read the summary carefully, noting any points which need your attention, and then raise them with priest, bishop and, if necessary, Rome.  

We also urge you to take every opportunity to address the ‘present genuine crisis facing the Church’ that you can.  After all, people in Rome do not witness litugical abuses in this country and they do not hear ‘Catholic’ speakers contradicting the Truth in our parishes and schools.  If we want them to take action  we must let them know what is wrong ourselves.  Let’s remember the words of Our Blessed Mother at La Salette,  “I call on the faithful disciples of Christ.  It is time they came out and filled the world with light.  May your zeal make you famished for the glory and honour of Jesus Christ.  Fight children of light, you who can see..”  As this apparition has been approved by the Church, we cannot ignore this message - which is even more relevant now than it was then. 

We are approaching the Year of the Holy Eucharist when we honour the Most Blessed Sacrament of the altar every way we can.  To mark it we have enclosed two prayers we all used to say before Holy Communion, but which some of you may not know now.  Let’s also resolve to attend Mass whenever we can, to visit Our Lord in the tabernacle as often as possible, to encourage our priests and bishops to have frequent Benedictions, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Corpus Christi Processions, talks and study days devoted to the Mass and the Blessed Sacrament, and perhaps even revive the Forty Hours devotion.  This kind of devotion, especially if it is linked to action protecting the Blessed Sacrament  from abuse, will really show Our dear Lord how much we love Him.

Finally, all our good friends who have gone to their reward will  be remembered in the Novena of Requiem Masses we arrange every November.

Wishing you and your families every blessing,

Daphne McLeod   

'The Flock' is published by Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.  Registered Charity No.326394.  Chairman:  Mrs Daphne McLeod,

 4 Fife Way, Great Bookham, Surrey KT23 3PH.  Printed by: Bounds Green Press, Bounds Green Road, London N11 2PP
IT’S TIME TO STOP BEING SO NICE !

In one episode of Fawlty Towers, we hear the guests, who are eating at separate tables, complaining  to each other that the food is cold, the meat tough, the vegetables  raw, etc. However, when Basil Fawlty visits each table asking how things are, they all smile and assure him that everything is fine. Failing to complain in hotels and restaurants is typically English. When it concerns our  own meals or comfort it is not an important problem. However, when it concerns others and particularly when it concerns Our Blessed Lord we must not allow our ‘don’t lets make a fuss’ attitude stop us protesting. Indeed, this behaviour is probably one of the reasons why really serious liturgical and doctrinal abuses are so common in the Church in this country today.  Unless we stop being ‘so nice’, these abuses will not only persist they will continue to grow steadily worse. So let’s make up our minds that, although we will always be courteous, it is time we stopped being ‘so nice’ that we don’t defend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass when we witness litugical abuse, ‘so nice’ that, rather than offend anyone, we allow Our Lord to be treated with disrespect in the Blessed Sacrament and so anxious to please everyone that we keep quiet when we should challenge error which contradicts Divinely revealed truth.  This Apostolate, as Redemptionis Sacramentum has reminded us, is the ‘bounden duty’ of every baptised and confirmed Catholic - a duty which cannot be avoided. Fortunately, many of you are already defending the Faith of our Fathers by correcting abuse or challenging error and when effective action is not taken, sending your concerns to Rome. Even more fortunately, Rome is, at last, responding by taking the matter up with the diocesan bishop. Other bishops may keep quiet, but Bishop Hollis of Portsmouth Diocese has told us (The Tablet 31/7/04), that he is getting letters from Rome about items in his Diocesan paper and in parish newsletters that faithful Catholics have sent to Rome to substantiate their concerns.  We can be sure that if this is happening it refers to serious abuses he has  failed to address, because Rome will not waste time on trivia. The papers are calling this noble Apostolate ‘delation', which suggests anonymity, although we know that if Rome are responding, the letters are signed. Of course, the Bishops are not happy about it.  As one reporter put it to me, “They don’t like to feel that Rome keeps looking over their shoulders”. I wonder if they remember when they permit liturgical abuse and when they allow His children to be taught error, that Christ is looking over their shoulders all the time. Letters are effective in other ways too. For example, His Excellency Archbishop Pablo Puente, the Papal Nuncio, has to end his term of office two years early in October. This is apparently because there have been so many letters complaining about him, the final straws being his naming the retiring editor of The Tablet for a Papal award and the elevation of Archbishop Keith O’Brien to the College of Cardinals.  We must storm Heaven, and Rome, to ensure we get a new Papal Nuncio who appreciates the problems in this country and is prepared to deal with them. When every faithful Catholic protests, courteously but firmly, everytime they see litugical abuse or hear of error being taught in the classroom or from the pulpit, our problems will slowly but surely begin to be resolved. This is not a time to give in to a natural timidity or apathy,  this is the time to remember we are the Church militant and must not leave it to others to defend the faith  we love but come to its defence ourselves. Sadly there is plenty to protest about. Almost unbelieveably our bishops are now introducing joint Catholic and Anglican secondary schools where pupils will be given joint R.E. using a Syllabus which has been agreed between the Catholic Bishop and the C of E!  Obviously it is impossible for two bodies who differ so widely on Doctrine and Morals to compile a joint syllabus which is true to the beliefs and practice of both Faiths.  For example, the Anglicans cannot agree that all pupils must be taught that the Catholic Church is the one true Church founded by Christ, that marriage is indissoluble, that contraception is “always gravely wrong”(CCC) and so much else. So this  R.E. syllabus will be a vague mish mash about being kind to our friends and environmental issues which makes it dishonest to describe these schools as Catholic. Joint schools will replace Catholic secondary schools in all dioceses, though the dioceses of Clifton and Wrexham are the first to introduce them.  Their bishops need to be asked now,  by Catholics in their dioceses, for copies of the Consultation Document and the R.E. and sex-ed Syllabi.  If you are not happy with these they must be sent to the Congregation for the Clergy, in Rome, with a letter explaining your concerns.  When other dioceses set up joint schools similar action will be required,  followed  by letters to the Press. It is not just parents and grandparents who should respond to this scandal but all Catholics otherwise it will inevitably destroy the Church in this country.  
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…..if these and other liturgical abuses are to cease, it is up to us, lay Catholics, to take appropriate action…..





Unless we stop being 'so nice' these abuses will not only persist they will continue to grow worse.
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