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the  flock

the newsletter of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice

supporting the teachings of the Catholic Church 

published periodically, approximately every four months.    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
'REDEMPTIONIS SACRAMENTUM'   REVISITED.

W
e congratulate you on your splendid response to our suggestion that you raise this important Vatican Document with your parish priests and your bishops.  It was essential that you did so, for although it lists abuses which are endemic throughout this country it has, sadly, been largely ignored or even ridiculed by our Hierarchy.  It was particularly distressing to find General Absolution  still given in so many parishes during Advent 2004 although Redemptionis Sacramentum (R.S.) again stresses the need for individual Sacramental Confession in section  81.  It is clear that in spite of all our efforts R.S. will not be implemented in this country.

However we are not to blame for this if we have done our duty and pointed out its salient points to those with the authority to implement them. When the prophet Ezechiel complained that people would not listen to him, the Lord explained that whether the warning is heeded or ignored is not our concern.  However, if we fail to warn people who are endangering their immortal souls then we are answerable for them to the Lord - see Chapter 3 of Ezechiel, verses 18 to 21.

Redemptionis Sacramentum is of such great importance because it concerns the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Blessed Sacrament, two great treasures of the Church concerning Our Blessed Lord Himself.  It was issued to mark the start of the Year of the Holy Eucharist to help us renew our devotion to the Mass and the Blessed Sacrament and as a guide to the abuses which must be corrected.  The year of the Holy Eucharist will end with a world wide Synod of Bishops held in Rome from October 2nd -  29th 2005.  This  synod will be entitled, The Eucharist: source and summit of the Life and Mission of the Church and the bishops will be asked to evaluate how the faithful celebrate and live the Blessed Sacrament in their dioceses.

In preparation  for these debates the Holy See has sent a questionnaire to every diocesan bishop to enable the Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops in the Vatican to prepare the working document. This questionnaire consists of twenty questions which the bishops are to answer, after consulting with parish priests and laity, so they can provide the Synod with a true picture of the position of the Mass and the Holy Eucharist in their dioceses. There is a deafening silence about this questionnaire in this country so in case you have not yet been consulted we have listed the questions on the following pages.

THESE ARE THE QUESTIONS ROME WANTS ANSWERED.

1.  Facts and figures. What importance does the celebration of the Eucharist have in the life of the individual believer? What is the frequency of participation at Mass on  Sundays/weekdays/feasts?  Could you supply statistics - even approximate?  

2.  Doctrine and formation. What attempts are made to transmit teaching on the Eucharist, whole and entire to individual believers?  How are The Catechism of the Catholic Church, nn 1322-1419 and the  Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia being utilized by priests, deacons and laity?  How is faith in the Eucharist formed in initial catechesis, in homilies, in the formation of priests, permanent deacons, seminarians and the laity?

3.  Understanding the Eucharist.  What is the prevailing idea about the Eucharist and the Mass among priests and faithful; sacrifice? fraternal meal? memorial of the Paschal Mystery? act of adoration? other?  Is any of these ideas prevalent and if so why?

4.  Shadows in celebration of the Eucharist. What are the negative aspects such as abuses and misunderstandings existing in Eucharistic worship?  What else obscures the true meaning of this profound  Mystery?  What is the cause of such a disorienting situation for the faithful?

5.  Liturgical Norms.  In an attempt to be personal and avant garde, do priests show any attitudes in their celebration of the Eucharist - such as changing the words of the Mass - which are contrary to the liturgical norms established by the Catholic Church? What are the reasons for such behavior?  What elements during the celebration of Holy Mass and Eucharistic Worship outside Mass should receive attention so as to highlight the profound sense of this great Mystery of the Faith?

6.  The Sacrament of Penance.  Conversion is necessary to participate fully in the Holy Eucharist.  How do the faithful understand the relationship between the Sacrament of Penance and the reception of Holy Communion?  What provisions are made to hear  individual Sacramental Confessions in time for the faithful to complete their celebration of Sunday Mass by  participating  in Holy Communion ?  Do members of the community approach the altar too casually?  What is being done to ensure the faithful have the proper disposition to receive the great Sacrament of the Eucharist?

7.  The Sacred character of the Eucharist.  This is the  Mystery of the Real Presence of God-among-us and is unfathomable.  How is its holy and sacred character acknowledged?  How do priests and faithful demonstrate their belief in Christ’s Real Presence at Sunday Mass? Weekday Masses? Major feast days? Other liturgical times during the year?  What attitudes and practices obscure understanding of this  sacred character?

8.  Holy Mass and celebration of the Word.  In parishes awaiting a priest, how widespead is the practice of celebrating the Liturgy of the Word with a lay person presiding who distributes Holy Communion ?   What specific formation do these lay people receive?  Do the faithful fully understand the difference between such celebrations and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass?  Do they really appreciate the distinction between an ordained minister and lay extraordinary ministers of Communion who are not ordained?

9.  The Eucharist and other Sacraments.  To what measure are other Sacraments such as Baptism, Matrimony, Confirmation, and also funerals celebrated during Holy Mass?        When non-practising Catholics, non-Catholics and unbelievers are present, what steps are taken to avoid a casual attitude or even carelessness towards  the reception of Holy Communion ?

10.  The Real Presence of Our Lord.  Have the faithful in your parishes preserved faith in the Lord’s Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament?  Do they appreciate what a great gift this is ? Do situations exist during the Liturgy or during Eucharistic Worship which might lead to a diminished regard for the Real Presence?  If so, what are the reasons for this?

11   Eucharistic devotion.  Does the worship of the Blessed Sacrament have a due place in 

       parish life ?  What importance do parish priests give:to adoration of the Most Blessed   

       Sacrament? to perpetual adoration? to Benediction? to personal prayer before the 

       tabernacle? to processions for the Feast of Corpus Christi? to Eucharistic devotion

        in parish missions?

12.  Holy Mass and other devotions. Do the faithful understand the difference between 

      the Mass and other devotional practices such as, the Liturgy of the Hours, processions

      the celebration of the Sacraments and Sacramentals outside of Mass, etc?  How is this

      substantial difference shown?

13.Dignity at Eucharistic celebrations. Is attention given to the proper environment  for 

     Mass and for other  Eucharistic celebrations?  What is the artistic/architectural  setting

     in which the Mass is celebrated?  Do the surroundings clearly indicate the dignity and

     the sacred character of the Eucharist? How  frequently and for what pastoral reasons

     is Mass celebrated outside the usual place of worship?

14.  The Eucharist and inculturation. What criteria are followed in inculturation?  Is care 

      taken to avoid a misunderstanding of creativity which leads to peculiar and strange 

      practices during the offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass?  Are the norms

      proposed in the Instruction, De Liturgia Romana et inculturazione given proper

      consideration ?

15.  The Eucharist and Eschatology. Is the connection between the Eucharist and the four last things - Death, Judgement, Hell and Heaven - given sufficient emphasis in  catechesis, in on-going formation, in homilies and in liturgical celebrations? How does

       the celebration of the Mass manifest “the communion of saints”, a foretaste of the

       eschatological reality ?

16.  The Eucharist, ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue with the sects.  Considering

      the ideas on the Eucharist held by our separated brethren and the challenges of other

      religions and sects, how is the Mystery of the Most Blessed Sacrament preserved and

      presented in its entirety so as not to cause confusion or misunderstanding among

      faithful Catholics, particularly at ecumenical and inter-religious meetings?

17.  The Eucharist and “inter-Communion”.  Do the faithful understand why the Eucharist

      cannot be the starting point for unity? (See Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 35)  How are the

      norms for inter-Communion given in Canon Law 844 applied?  Are the faithful aware 

      that a Catholic cannot receive the ‘Eucharist’ in communities which do not  have valid

      Orders ? (See Ecclesia de Eucharistia 46)

18.  The Eucharist and the Moral Life.  The Eucharist provides growth in our moral lives. 

      What do the faithful believe about the necessity of Sacramental Grace for living

       according to the Holy Spirit and becoming saints?  Do the faithful understand the

       relationship between the reception of Holy Communion and other aspects of their

       lives: personal sanctification, moral obligations, fraternal  charity, etc.?

19.  The Eucharist and Mission. Are the faithful aware that the Sacrament of Holy 

      Communion leads them to the mission they have to fulfil in the world according to 

      their state in life?

20.  More on the Eucharist ?  What other aspects of the Mass and the Sacrament of the Eucharist, not contained in the preceding questions should be considered in preparing the  Instrumentum Laboris, the working document which will be discussed during the

      October Synod ?

As you can see, the Holy See has covered thoroughly the problems which are so common in this country.  Most of us will be unable to answer all the questions but if we can answer any of them we should respond to this unprecedented request for assistance as fully as we can.  The supplementary questions included in many of the twenty main questions can be used as a guide as they show us the kind of information required.  On the next page you will find addresses and suggested action.

SO, WHAT DO WE DO NOW?

We can reply as individuals or we can work with a group of friends/fellow parishioners. If teachers and/or catechists assist you, perhaps in your answers to numbers two and three then you should explain that your answers were partly framed by professionals. If this is not possible you should still answer as well as you can using past experiences as well as present.

If you hear of faulty religious textbooks being used, such as Brusselmans which teaches children they receive only “blessed bread” at Holy Communion; if you find the Mass being presented merely as “a ceremonial meal” instead of a Sacrifice; and if you know  priests who ‘ad lib’ while saying Mass, write to Rome.

If you attend weddings or funerals where the priest omits to remind those present that, although non-Catholics can approach the altar for a blessing, they cannot receive the Host  and that any Catholic who knows he/she is not free from serious sin must also abstain, this Synod needs to know so they can ensure it doesn’t keep happening.

Ecumenical services can blur the teaching on the Holy Eucharist for non-Catholics and Catholics alike, so watch that the true teaching is always given without compromise. Bad habits such as failure to genuflect before the Blessed Sacrament and unnecessary talking and laughing in church, should also be mentioned.

If this Synod is going to succeed, the bishops world-wide need to know if these abuses and many others like them occur and also how widespread they are. If you have discussed these questions with a helpful priest then let Rome know but don’t give his name without asking his permission.  Your answers should be sent as soon as possible to:

The Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops, 00120 Vatican City State. 

You do not need to write a covering letter unless you want to but do enclose your name and full address,including the name of your bishop, the diocese you live in and the country you are writing from.  Copies can be sent to:

His Eminence, Josef, Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Piazza del S.Uffizio 11, 00120 Vatican City State  and also to:

His Eminence Francis, Cardinal Arinze, Prefect of the Congregation for Worship and the Sacraments, Palazzo delle Congregazione, Piazza Pio XII 10,  00120 Vatican City State.

Finally, I do most earnestly urge you to respond to these questions as fully and as quickly as you can and so provide the October Synod with the information which will help them ensure that Our Lord, present in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, is given the love and reverence due to Him.  After all, we have no right to complain about problems and abuses if we don’t help to correct them when we are invited to.  Also, it is not often that we are given the chance to show Our Lord how much we appreciate His wonderful gift of Himself in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and  Holy Communion.  Don’t miss such a golden opportunity.

A MUCH NEEDED LAY INITIATIVE

We are taking this opportunity to inform our readers about the launch of a new lay initiative called the Catholic Action Group (C.A.G.).  This is the operating name of Catholic Action Limited (charitable status applied for) which is committed to upholding and defending the Faith in the real tradition of the Church Militant. 

 Under the patronage of St.John Fisher and flying the triple-slogan banner of:

 'Actions speak louder than words; Save souls; Catholic Truth matters'

 the C.A.G. is already vigorously challenging CAFOD over its condom strategy

(see separate article in this issue) and is currently recruiting dedicated members who believe passionately that prayer and action must go together if the Church is to survive in this country.  For more details and information write to The Catholic Action Group at: Trent House, 3 Sewardstone Road, Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1NA

 or e-mail them on: admin@catholic-action.com    website: www.catholic-action.com

THE SHREWSBURY INITIATIVE

"Fraternal correction, including that of prelates by their subjects, is a precept of  Charity.  If the faith were in danger, a subject ought to rebuke his prelate - even publicly."  (St Thomas Aquinas) And, to quote the late Fr Paul Crane when speaking about working for the Church to advance and propagate the Faith: 'If our bishops are failing to do that…then it is our duty in charity and loyalty under God…to reproach our bishops as often as is necessary.'

These quotations came to mind when we started receiving letters of concern from some of our readers in the Shrewsbury diocese a few months ago.  Bishop Brian Noble had approved for distribution throughout his diocese an 8-page booklet described as 'a modest attempt at a short 'catechism' on some aspects of the Eucharist.'  The authors (including two theologians) made the point on the cover of the booklet that 'the answers do not intend to say everything that would need to be said in order to fully answer the questions posed.'  However, what was said in this question-and-answer style booklet, in numerous places, seemed quite incompatible with Church teaching or, at the very least, was giving inadequate and misleading answers.  Hence the concern expressed by our correspondents, and the urgent need for action.

One of the parishioners in the diocese who wrote to the Bishop made it clear how disturbed he was by some of the answers he had read in the 'short catechism'.  In reply his Shepherd assured him that 'the purpose of the document was to try and offer an uncomplicated orthodox presentation of Roman Catholic Eucharistic Theology.'  Uncomplicated it was.  Orthodox it was not.  Indeed even the 'uncomplicated' part was so vague (or even wrong) in many places as to leave the reader not only none the wiser but also misinformed and confused.  In response to the numerous letters and 'phone calls we received we, too, wrote to the Bishop expressing our concern.  His reply simply informed us that he considered our comments were 'totally out of place'.  

In order to minimise the damage which might be done by some of the material contained in the 'short catechism' we produced a 4-page A5 leaflet giving clearer and more appropriate answers to 13 of the 27 questions. A sample copy of our leaflet was sent to each of our readers in the Shrewsbury diocese with a covering letter offering to supply quantities for local distribution.  Several grateful stalwarts took up our offer and hundreds of leaflets were despatched and distributed.  One particularly zealous supporter photocopied more leaflets on his own initiative and sent one to every priest in the diocese.  This action provoked angry calls from two priests one of whom challenged the theological accuracy of one sentence in one of our answers.  In reply, we quoted our authoritative sources.

The lessons of this exercise are twofold.  First, there were several statements in the Diocese of Shrewsbury 'short catechism' which needed to be corrected if Catholics in the diocese were not going to be led astray. Clearly this was not going to be done by the Bishop so we had to act.  Secondly, our supporters in the diocese were concerned enough to write to their bishop and to speak to their priests.  Then, having brought the matter to our attention, they were able to distribute the leaflets which we supplied to them.  Similar action can, and should, be taken in other parts of the country whenever a situation arises which might endanger the souls of the faithful.  A crucial part of our apostolate is to provide information, support and back-up whenever you - our readers and supporters - come across anything in your parishes which demands a response in order to defend and uphold the teaching and authority of the One True Church. Please, please - do not shrink from taking appropriate action because to do so makes you responsible for any consequences which follow from your inaction.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE

Dear Friends

We on the Pro Ecclesia Committee thank you for your loyal support and your kind Christmas wishes and we wish you and your families every blessing in 2005.

Also, we feel that this issue of The Flock should be an urgent call to all our readers to take action!  Why?  Because the latest, shocking statistics for the number of Catholics in England and Wales (reported in all three Catholic papers for the week ending 12 December 2004) show that, unless we act in great numbers now, the Church will soon disappear from our country.

The official figures for practising Catholics have halved since 1958 and the fall is now accelerating as the older generation (who do practice) fall ill and die.  At the same time the number of converts has dropped by 48% and shows no sign of recovering. Most worrying of all, Catholic marriages have declined by 78% and are still going down.  This leaves only a small number of young Catholic families in the Church at present.  Some of the others have their children baptised later in order to get them into Catholic schools for academic reasons but, as they don't practice, this doesn't benefit the children spiritually - or the schools.  There are many theories explaining this catastrophic and unprecedented decline, such as modern society, lax parents and liturgical changes and abuses.  All of them may contribute but I think H.E. Cardinal Ratzinger was right when he said that 'widespread religious ignorance' is mainly to blame.  Many young and middle-aged people have not heard the Truths of the Faith in schools or in most parishes  for the last thirty-five years so they cannot live the good Catholic lives their grandparents did.

To stem this haemorrhage we must all start challenging dissent wherever and whenever we come across it, in religious textbooks, from pulpits, in Catholic magazines and papers - whoever is voicing it or writing it.  This is an on-going and constant task.  At the same time there is the Vatican Questionnaire on the abuses in the Mass and to the Blessed Sacrament.  This has a deadline so action cannot be postponed for long.

The Flock is probably unique among Catholic publications as it is written not merely to tell you about problems in the Church but to equip you with the information you need to defend Our Lord and His Church.  Look on it as an instruction manual rather than just a good read!  This issue demonstrates clearly that the Barque of Peter in this country is sinking rapidly so we need all hands to the pumps and no mere onlookers.

Some people work best on their own; some prefer to work with other concerned Catholics like the recently formed Catholic Action Group.  Only you know which way suits you best and both approaches are valuable.  Either way, we should take as our guide the advice of St.Ignatius of Loyola: 'Pray as if everything depends on God and work as if everything depends on us'.  Our Blessed Lord put it more succinctly when He told us not just to pray but to: 'Watch and Pray'.  If we are to be His watchmen we must stay wide awake and warn everyone, especially Rome and clerics with any authority, every time we see souls being endangered by error and abuse or lay people being led astray. 

Obviously this is not a pleasant or easy apostolate.  Even when undertaken gently and courteously, correction tends to make one unpopular and no-one enjoys making themselves unpopular - even in such a good cause.  However, Our Lord didn't hesitate to make Himself unpopular for our sakes so we must be ready to do the same for Him.  It will also take up precious time but we all find time for what we decide is important.  I feel that this apostolate comes immediately after family commitments and earning your livelihood so taking precedence over hobbies and leisure pursuits.  I think of the American poem: 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, But we have promises to keep,

And miles to go before we sleep, And miles to go before we sleep.
We would do well too, to remember Our Lord's words: 'Well done, thou good and faithful servant' and try our best to earn them.  When we meet Our Lord it will be no good wishing then that we had done more for Him and His Church.  Finally, as we all want the Church to have a viable presence in this country for our children and grandchildren, we must be prepared to do whatever we can to ensure it doesn't disappear as it has in other countries.

I am sorry this issue of The Flock provides 'naught for your comfort' but in times of severe crisis only the Truth will do.  Our consolation must be that Our Lord, Our Lady and all the Angels and Saints are with us.  Truth is stronger than armies of dissidents and we were chosen to live at this difficult time precisely because Our Lord knows that we can, with His help, tackle the problems and win for ourselves 'treasure in Heaven', won not for succeeding in putting things right, but for trying!

May God bless you all.

Daphne McLeod

 P.S. Obviously you cannot speak or write for Pro Ecclesia unless you are on the Committee, though we are all very grateful to you for your efforts. If you speak or write just as faithful, concerned Catholics you will find this produces the best results, here - and in Rome.

A GIFT FROM THE HOLY FATHER

Applicable during the Year of the Eucharist, 'a Plenary Indulgence is granted to each and every member of the faithful under the usual conditions (sacramental Confession, Eucharistic Communion and prayers for the Supreme Pontiff's intentions, in a spirit of total detachment from any inclination to sin) every time they take part, taking care to do so with pious attention, in any sacred liturgy or pious practice in honour of the Most Blessed Sacrament, solemnly exposed or preserved in the tabernacle.'

The Flock is published by Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.   Chairman: Mrs Daphne McLeod,

 4 Fife Way, Great Bookham, Surrey KT23 3PH.  Registered Charity No.326394. 

website: www.proecclesia.com   e-mail: proecclesia@hotmail.com
Printed by: Bounds Green Press, Bounds Green Road, London N11 2PP.

IS SUPPORTING CAFOD REALLY LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR ? 

Sadly, the answer is “ NO”… and the reason no faithful Catholic can support CAFOD, is that, while calling themselves ‘Catholic,’ they openly defy Church teaching against the use of condoms and so endanger both the spiritual and physical lives of the people they claim to be helping. This follows a long history of growing dissent from CAFOD which is now so blatant it can no longer be ignored. In the desperate fight against the killer HIV/AIDS it is essential to get the solution right, and not surprisingly, the Church has it right.  But CAFOD arrogantly thinks it knows better. The Church says the only sure way to combat this disease is  Abstinence before marriage and Faithfulness within marriage. However if one party becomes HIV positive then abstinence, practised lovingly with the help of the Grace of God is the only way.  The use of condoms is not only wrong, but they are often faulty and ineffective. This has been proved.  In fact,  the only African country which is winning the battle against HIV/AIDS is Uganda where the policy is abstinence not condoms, as they give a false sense of security and lead to promiscuity.  We also have the example of Thailand and the Philippines where AIDS was discovered in both countries at about the same time.  Thailand responded with a vigorous campaign of  “100% condom use” while in the Philippines the Government and the Church promoted abstinence and opposed the use of condoms.  Today, Thailand has around 750,000 cases of AIDS whereas in the Philippines there are fewer than 2,000 cases -  and the population there is 30% larger than Thailand. In defiance of clear Church teaching showing what is morally right (and the evidence that it works) CAFOD continues to openly advocate an ABC policy - Abstinence, Be faithful and use Condoms. This can be verified by visiting their web-site: www.cafod.org.uk  They say that Church teaching is only “an ideal” - an approach which Pope John Paul II specifically condemned in the Encyclical Veritatis Splendor which states: “It would be a very serious error to conclude that Church teaching is essentially an ideal which must then be adapted, proportioned, and graduated.”  No, let's be clear, Church teaching is the Voice of Christ in the world today to which we must listen if we value our immortal souls. Unfortunately CAFOD, in spite of its Catholic name, has turned its back on this teaching, merely claiming in their defence that although they promote the use of condoms they do not actually supply them. Knowing this, can we in conscience aid and abet them by giving them our money ?  If we do, the souls and the sufferings of those they mislead will be our responsibility.  Of course we must help our poorer brothers and sisters and fortunately there are sound organisations, true to the Church, who we can and should support. Some of you may know truly Catholic individuals or religious orders, who are working with the poor and will welcome your support.  Others can contact “The Little Way Association”  Sacred Heart House, 119, Cedars Road, Clapham Common, London. SW4  0PR.  They have workers, priests and lay, throughout the world who need regular help as well as a disaster fund for emergencies which needs constant topping up. Every penny given goes straight  to where it is needed for the project you have indicated. As well as providing material help, The Little Way build churches so that the people they are helping can assist at Mass and receive the Sacraments.  They encourage priestly vocations and religious orders among the people they are working with, and they are utterly faithful to Church teaching on every issue. They will also care for your spiritual well-being as, when you become a benefactor, you will be remembered in Masses and prayers around the world and you will receive the Little Way booklet regularly, explaining their work and including uplifting stories about the saints, such as their patron St Therese of Lisieux. 
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"Several members of our parish have been greatly disturbed and puzzled over the last year with the answers to some of the questions in the Shrewsbury Catechism which have been published weekly in our newsletter"  (part of one of the letters received from concerned parishioners)








You will find a much fuller treatment of CAFOD's open dissent in the January 2005 issue of Christian Order obtainable from POBox 14754 London SE19 2ZJ  at the special price of £2.


(tel: 020 8771 1051)
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