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DEAR FRIENDS

I do urge you to read the summary, even though it may seem rather
daunting.  This may 
involve sacrificing time usually given to
television or newspapers.
We are taking the unprecedented step of beginning this issue of The Flock with my letter to you all because we have an unprecedented, though encouraging, situation to tell you about.  The Vatican has now issued the Working Document for the world-wide Bishops’ Conference in October on the Blessed Eucharist.  The Document is called Instrumentum Laboris  (I.L.) and it consists of the responses to the Questionnaire on the Blessed Eucharist (The Linementa) sent out by the Vatican in 2004.

As there are so many important points to cover, it is a very lengthy document, taking up fifty closely-typed A4 pages, which makes it too long to print in The Flock.  Instead I have made a summary of it, which is contained in this issue.  I have tried to include every important point, however, if you would like to read the Document in full you will find it on the Vatican web-site under - www.vatican.va/roman_curia/ synod/documents/re_synod_doc_20050707_instrlabor-xi-assembly-en.html

I say this is an encouraging situation because if the directives in this Document are implemented they will correct the abuses and bad practice so common in this country during the offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and surrounding the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. These abuses, which insult Our Blessed Lord and so cause great distress to faithful Catholics, cannot be allowed to continue, so I am confident that  you will do all you can to correct them.

After the bishops report back from the October Synod in Rome, each and every Diocesan Bishop will need to set in motion a structure which will correct all these abuses in his Diocese.  We each need to watch our own school, Parish, Deanery and Diocese, helping the clergy and teachers any way we can, especially by reminding them of the directives from Rome they should be preaching and teaching.  Obviously, we can only do this if we are familiar with at least the main points in Instrumentum Laboris, so I do urge you to read the summary, even though it may seem rather daunting.  This may involve sacrificing time usually  given to  T.V. or newspapers.   Please make this sacrifice and so equip yourself to play your part in this important Apostolate.

After all, in a very real sense, this is your Document, as it is Rome’s official response to all the submissions made in response to the Questionnaire on the Mass and the Eucharist, the Lineamenta, circulated by the Vatican in 2004.  (Quotations in italics.)

 In the Preface we are told that Under the guidance of the bishops, the entire people of God made significant contributions on the topic in preparation for the synodal assembly.  

It goes on to describe how in various countries of the world, dioceses, parishes and other ecclesial communities engaged in discussion….  Readers of “The Flock” will remember this was not the case in this country, because here the office of the Bishops’ Conference in Eccleston Square decided to respond for us all without any consultation.  However, having obtained a copy of the Lineamenta  on the Internet, we printed it in last February’s issue of “The Flock” and encouraged readers to submit their own responses to Rome, either individually or after discussion with others.  To your great credit, very many of you wrote, some of you sending us copies, which were really impressive both in content and presentation. 

So it is very reassuring to read that submissions from Bishops’ Conferences and those contributions of others wishing to take part…were included in the Instrumentum laboris which makes it  a faithful summary of all the information which arrived at the General Secretariat.  This makes nonsense of Josephine Way’s allegation in a letter to “The Tablet” that “The Instrumentum Laboris seems worryingly remote from the efforts of Catholics at grassroots level to bring about the Kingdom of God”.  Seldom if ever has a Vatican Document relied so much for its content on the submissions of ‘grassroot Catholics’ world-wide!

The Document the Synod of Bishops will work to in October includes various insufficiencies and oversights in the celebration of the Eucharist, so giving celebrants the opportunity to re-consider the due reverence and piety towards the Eucharist which is to characterise their celebration of the Sacred Mystery.
We go on to read that this Document will assist our bishops in their triple office of teaching, governing and sanctifying the people of God, as it clarifies the doctrinal and pastoral aspects of the Eucharist.  Also, by ensuring that the law of prayer corresponds to the law of faith, each person will be brought closer to realising that the Eucharist is the source  and summit of their spiritual lives.

I hope that when you read it you will feel as I do that the Instrumentum Laboris, properly implemented  could lead to many more blessings. 

Wishing God’s Blessings on you and your families,

Daphne McLeod
SUMMARY OF  INSTRUMENTUM   LABORIS

The Working Document on the Mass and the Blessed Eucharist for the Synod of Bishops in October 2005.

Part One - The Eucharist and today’s world -  starts by reminding the bishops that the Eucharist is the response to concerns of the contemporary world.  It goes on to give  statistics of the number of priests and lay Catholics around the world and, in Section 5 (S.5), shows that in  Europe, America and Oceania, the percentage of professing Catholics who attend Sunday Mass is unacceptably low.  This failure to appreciate the Eucharist is ascribed to lack of teaching, or even to false teaching.  There is the first of many urgent pleas for on-going, intensive catechesis, this time on the importance and obligation to participate at Holy Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation.  The bishops’ attention is drawn to the special need to teach this to young people.  They are warned of dangers such as allowing a weakening in the sense of Mystery,..the secularisation of Salvation and religious relativism, of trivialising the Minister of the Mysteries to being simply a promoter of social justice and the destruction of Catholic truth, which maintains that one religion is as good as another.  

The Eucharist is the Sacrament  of unity, holiness, apostolicity and  catholicity and the Sacrament essential to the Church as Bride of Christ.  This links it to the Marks of the Church and it is also linked to other Sacraments.  For instance, in S.12 we are told,  No-one can approach the Eucharist without having  first received Baptism: no-one can return (after falling into mortal sin) without the Sacrament of Penance, the so-called ‘arduous baptism’ …furthermore without the Sacrament of Orders there can be no valid and lawful celebration of the Eucharist…. The document points out that the ministerial priesthood differs from the common priesthood of the faithful in essence and not merely in degree and reminds us that when priests participate at the celebration of the Eucharist, they do so as celebrants.  

Confirmation is also linked to the Eucharist and here the document insists that bishops should not delegate the administration of Confirmation to a priest, as then the newly confirmed lose the opportunity of meeting the father and visible head of the particular church- see S.15.  Some responses commented on the proper age for children to receive their First Holy Communion and here the Document quotes the decree Quam Singulari which allowed children to receive the Eucharist at seven and says that it must be preceded by first Confession in the Sacrament of Penance. 

The Sacrament of Penance  gets a special heading and about two pages, reporting in S.22 that a great number of responses refer to the rapport between the Eucharist and Reconciliation. In many countries the necessity of being in a state of grace before receiving Holy Communion and the obligation of confessing mortal sins have been forgotten.  Many of the faithful do not have a clear idea of what constitutes a mortal sin.  Others give no thought to it…As a result the receiving of Holy Communion by those who are divorced and civilly remarried is a common occurrence….At funerals and weddings many receive Holy Communion in the mistaken conviction that they cannot participate at Mass without receiving.  

We are told that the principal cause of these sacriligious Communions is poor teaching so each diocesan Bishop will have to ensure that sound catechesis is now given at every level, from the pulpits and in the schools of his Diocese.  Catholics will have to recover a proper sense of sin and learn that conscience is not a strictly personal affair.  In conjunction with this on-going catechesis the bishops are told that Greater effort is needed in providing the opportunity for individual confession.  It is suggested that Confessions could be heard before Mass, or even during Mass as well as regularly on Saturdays. 

Shadows in the celebration of the Eucharist were indicated by many of the responses.   In S.33 some of these are listed including, neglect by the celebrant and other ministers to use proper liturgical vestments: the participants lack of befitting dress for Mass: the use of profane music in church: the tacit consent to eliminate certain litugical gestures thought to be too traditional such as genuflexions before the Blessed Sacrament: an inadequate catechesis for receiving Communion in the hand and its improper distribution: a lack of reverence before, after and even during the celebration of Holy Mass, not only by the laity but also by the celebrant: the scant architectural and artistic quality of sacred buildings and sacred vessels: and instances of syncretism in integrating elements from other religions in the inculturation of liturgical forms.  These abuses, which must all be eliminated entirely, are to be corrected by an adequate catechesis at all levels, which obviously must be given by priests and teachers, under the direction of the diocesan bishop.  

Every Eucharistic celebration renews the paschal mystery of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ… S. 34, quoting St Paul to the Romans.   S.35 lists the various names given to the Eucharist saying that, Understanding the meaning of each term, without the exclusion of the others, is important for the complete catechesis, which is in turn the basis for an informed participation in the Eucharist.  The responses asked that the sacrificial nature of the Eucharist…be presented with greater clarity, according to the recent Magisterium of the Church.(S.36)   Also, in S.37,  we are reminded that, Transubstantiation takes place in the consecration of the bread and wine…This clearer teaching on the act of  Consecration would help with ecumenical dialogue and it would help to eliminate  some ‘shadows,’such as  the celebration of Mass with ordinary bread; improvisation during the Eucharistic prayer; the recitation of certain parts of the Eucharistic prayer by the people, at the insistence of the celebrant and the fracto panis at the moment of Consecration- S.37.
Loss of faith in the Real Presence was described in S.38. A number of responses saying some Catholics act as if the Real Presence were understood in a symbolic sense only, so each bishop must explain to his priests why True and proper liturgical signs and gestures aimed at expressing faith in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist have been used in Church tradition, for example, the attentive purification of sacred vessels after Communion, the steps to be taken when the the Eucharistic species might fall accidentally  to the floor, genuflections before the tabernacle, the use of the Communion plate, the regular replacement of consecrated hosts reserved in the tabernacle, the keeping of the tabernacle key in a secure place and the celebrant’s composure and concentration in keeping with the transcendent and divine character of the Sacrament.  Omitting or neglecting any of these sacred gestures, which are significantly important externally, would clearly not contribute to preserving a sound faith in Christ’s Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament.  S.39 closes by stressing once more the need for a proper liturgical catechesis.  In S.40 the place of Eucharistic adoration and of  positioning the tabernacle in an easily seen place, in underlining faith in the Real Presence, is explained. The Document even suggests that removing the Blessed Sacrament from the centre of the sanctuary has contributed in some way to a decrease in faith in the  Real Presence.

A proper  preparation and thanksgiving before and after Mass are urged on the sacred minister and the laity.  S.44 begins to take us through the Mass, pausing to repeat that the Penitential Rite at Mass does not take away grave sins, which require absolution in the Sacrament of Penance.  On Communion, S.49 quotes the General Instruction on the Roman Missal’s recommendation that the faithful who are properly disposed receive Holy Communion….The Eucharist is the end of a journey of reconciliation with God and the Church through the Sacrament of Penance.  Again, the bishops are instructed to ensure that an appropriate catechesis is given to the faithful on Communion.  We also read that in many places the sign of peace is optional and that it must never overshadow the important action which follows, the fractio panis, which denotes the Body of Christ broken for us. The need for preparation before and thanksgiving after Communion is emphasised.
Bishops are singled out in S.51 as having a particular responsibility for the Eucharist. …Every Eucharistic celebration in a particular diocese takes place in communion with the bishop and depends on his authority.  He is watchful  that the faithful have the opportunity to assist at Mass and that the Sacrifice be celebrated in a dignified, becoming manner, without any abuses.  As well as those already listed, these abuses include the pooling of Mass intentions in so-called ‘multi intentioned Masses’.  Bishops must also explain the importance of offering Masses for the Souls in Purgatory and be very careful about the number of Liturgies of the Word they authorise in place of Holy Mass, because the faithful are running the risk of gradually losing the sense of the difference and now some prefer to participate in a Liturgy of the Word rather than travel to a neighbouring parish to assist at Mass.

Extraordinary ministers of Communion  need more study sessions on the Eucharist and these sessions should be part of an on-going catechesis, according to S.57, which goes on to say The Blessed Sacrament must always be approached with the utmost reverence and the fundamental norm is for bishops and priests to assist the faithful to enter into the Mystery of the Lord’s presence.  Here the bishops are told they must not under-estimate popular sentiment or the faithful’s capacity to accept an appeal to return to basic truths.  There is a warning against too much inventiveness and in S.59 we read that The implications of faith in the Eucharist need to be explained to the faithful and a beautiful explanation follows, ending with another call for a proper catechesis and a warning to prevent any sacrilege to consecrated hosts, which occurs in Satanic rites and so-called “Black Masses”.

Liturgical Song.    Various responses to the Lineamenta recommend that singing at Mass and Eucharistic adoration be done in a dignified manner.  The faithful need to know the standard Gregorian chants…..the songs and hymn presently in use need to be reconsidered..
Church buildings  like the altar, are dedicated to the Lord only and cannot be used for any other purpose.  The responses raised the concern that oftentimes the church building is used for profane events….it cannot be used for any other purpose apart from its consecration. S63.
From Celebration to Adoration  Adoration should be foremost in the minds of the celebrant and the liturgical assembly in the presence of an Almighty God who makes himself really present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist…The Lineamenta responses want to see a complete and entire renewal in prayer…and its many forms - blessing, adoration, praise, thanksgiving, supplication, expiation and intercession.  Without a timely catechesis in this regard, the faithful will be unable to reap the benefit of the liturgy ..

S.66 tells us this prayer begins in a silence and continues through visible religious gestures…which the responses said call for catechesis.

Sunday Eucharist  is naturally shown to be of special importance in S.69. Without Sunday Mass and an encounter with Our Lord, faith remains without nourishment….Missing Sunday Mass gradually leads to missing Christ in life.  The responses suggest a catechesis in the doctrine of spiritual Communion or Communion of desire, so those who cannot receive Our Lord still receive pastoral care.

A good moral life is inseparable from reception of the Blessed Sacrament, but too many receive without sufficiently reflecting on their moral state in life. Some receive Communion while denying the teachings of the Church or publicly supporting immoral choices in life such as abortion.  Some Catholics do not understand why it might be a sin to support a political candidate who is openly in favour of abortion.

Mary, Woman of the Eucharist  stands out from among all the saints as a model of holiness and Eucharistic spirituality.  Various responses call for a clearer explanation of the role of the Virgin Mary in the Eucharistic Liturgy.

The Eucharist and Inculturation .  Inculturation needs to respect the norms of the Church’s official documents.  Various responses mention certain problems….which cause shadows ..such as songs,  and attire not suitable to the Eucharist.

The Eucharist and Intercommunion  Some responses allude to errors at ecumenical meetings, where all without distinction are invited to receive Communion, but others invite the non-Catholics present to approach the altar for a blessing, so the Catholic teaching on Holy Communion is observed and  preserved without compromise.

Witness of Catholics to the missionary aspect of the Eucharist which makes them spontaneously proclaim to the world and others the wonder of God-made-Man present under the signs of bread and wine, who, in Communion enters their life to bring about a change is the final exhortation of this inspiring document.

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL THE OCTOBER SYNOD MAKE?

This is very difficult to predict, as it depends on so many variables, but we can be certain that if we miss this God-given opportunity to correct the liturgical abuses rife in this country, there may not be another.  So we must really go all out to get this Document accepted and fully implemented.  First of all this means -

Prayer because success in any venture like this depends on Almighty God.  Daily Mass if you can manage it and, as the Synod lasts most of October, the obvious prayer is a daily Rosary said devoutly, with others if possible, and before the Blessed Sacrament if that can be managed.  The history of the Church shows how powerful the Rosary is - winning over heretics in St Dominic’s day and conquering a vast army threatening Europe at the time of Pope St Pius V, to name but two instances.  So I suggest you say the Rosary and add whatever other prayers you can through October and during  November as well, because when the bishops who go to Rome for the Synod return home, they will report  to the  Bishops of England and Wales in November.  Then each Diocesan Bishop will decide the best way to implement the Directives from the Synod in his Diocese.

Fasting   also opens the Gates of Heaven, so if you can include fasting, it will help.  We can fast from food  or drink of course, but if that is not appropriate giving up T.V., films, concerts or any small sacrifice will help this good cause.

The Bishops are, of course, absolutely crucial  so they need special prayers as every diocesan bishop will have the grave responsibility to ensure that the directives given in I.L. are carried out in his diocese, whatever happens in other dioceses.  No bishop can opt out because, as we saw when we were in Rome last June, every bishop when he is appointed takes a solemn oath that, with the help of Almighty God, he will be faithful and obedient to the Pope, the successor of St Peter.  So each bishop is already committed to carrying  out the directives in I.L.as well as he possibly can.

The need for sound teaching   is emphasised repeatedly in I.L. and more than fifteen times  catechesis is called for, often “intensive on-going catechesis”.  So that will be the bishop’s first duty.  This is because many of the most serious abuses are due to the ignorance which has grown up in the Church in this country after decades of ‘poor or even false teaching’. Clearly this teaching cannot be put right overnight, so each Bishop will have to draw up a carefully structured programme of Pastoral Letters, Ad Clerums, Study Days and Courses for parish priests, teachers and other lay people, so this sound teaching is given in  schools, colleges, seminaries, R.C.I.A. programmes and especially from pulpits.
Catechesis on the Sacrament of Penance  may be the best way to start because, as I.L. points out, sacrilegious Communions are one of the most serious abuses we need to correct.  Every Bishop will need to ensure that the Catholics in his diocese are taught from the pulpit that they can only receive Holy Communion if they are in a State of Grace, that is, they are free from Mortal Sin, and that these terms are carefully explained.  The first call for on-going intensive catechesis in I.L.  is on the importance and obligation to participate at Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation.  People must learn that those who miss Sunday Mass deliberately cannot receive Holy Communion until they have been to individual, Sacramental Confession.
The proper role of Conscience  must be explained.   Mortal Sins,  such as sex outside  marriage and contraception, will have to be shown as barring us from Heaven as well as from Holy Communion and our need for the Sacrament of Penance explained.  A priest who is approached for Holy Communion by Catholics living in unlawful marriages must be told to visit them and explain to them privately that they cannot receive, as that would mean him conniving at sacrilege.  For the same reason H.E. Cardinal Murphy O’Connor will now have to stop the Masses for practising homosexuals offered twice every month in Westminster Archdiocese, pointing out that this is not discrimination as he would also have to bar heterosexuals indulging in sex outside marriage from Communion.  It may help to remind everyone of St Paul’s words when discussing the Holy Eucharist “For he that eats and drinks unworthily eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Body of the Lord.” (1 Cor. xi 29 )  Bishops must give us the catechesis on Spiritual Communion for those who cannot receive Holy Communion that I.L. calls for. 

The Real Presence  of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament  and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be the content of most of the teaching.  Here each bishop must check that in every one of his churches  ‘the tabernacle is always positioned in an easily seen place’ for, as I.L. warns, removal of the Blessed Sacrament from the centre of the Sanctuary ‘ has contributed in some way to a decrease in faith in the Real Presence.’

The Bishop  is singled out in Section 51 as having a particular responsibility for every Mass offered in his diocese, as they take place in communion with him and depend on his authority.  He must ensure that the Mass in his diocese is always dignified and reverent, by checking any allegations of abuses he is informed about.  He should also make sure that every one of his flock can get to Mass on Sundays and Holydays.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church   and the new  Compendium will be of invaluable assistance to the  bishops when they are preparing to give this sound teaching.  We must thank God that we have them. 

Liturgical Music  Bishops must reconsider the songs and hymns in use at present to  ensure that the singing at Mass and Eucharistic adoration is dignified and appropriate to the solemnity of the occasion.  It is recommended that Gregorian Chant be taught again to the faithful so that, led by a choir, they can once again sing the parts of the Mass pertaining to them.

Intrumentum laboris encourages bishops in this catechesis by assuring them that“they must not under-estimate popular sentiment or the faithful’s capacity to accept a return to basic truths.”   

Priests also  have a crucial part to play in the implementation of Instrumentum laboris, first in faithfully following the directions of their bishops in giving sound teaching on the Sacrament of Penance, the Mass and the Blessed Sacrament in their homilies, in their schools and in their R.C.I.A.Programmes.  There are also many more suggestions in I.L. that priests can carry out in their parishes, for instance - after preaching on it, giving parishioners 

· more opportunities for Sacramental Confession; 

· making their preparation and thanksgiving before and after Mass in the Church which sets a good example to their parishioners and also enables them to ensure silence is being kept; 

· always genuflecting carefully and reverently every time they pass before Our Lord in the tabernacle and teaching altar servers and readers to do the same; 

· using the Communion plate; 

· displaying a ‘composure and concentration in keeping with the transcendent and divine character of the Sacrament;’ 

· arranging for exposition of the Blessed Sacrament as often as possible; 

· always using  proper liturgical vestments; 

· following warnings from the pulpit, ensuring that all communicants receive the Host before returning to their places, to prevent the sacrilege which  occurs during  satanic rites; 

· not allowing their churches to be used for  ‘profane events’.

All these suggestions can be acted on immediately, even before the teaching programme is completed.  Indeed their practice will smooth the path for sound teaching.

Lay people as well as bishops and priests will need our support and our prayers because these abuses have been allowed to continue so long, many accept them happily and will need to be weaned away from them  firmly but kindly.  We must try to win the hearts as well as the minds of Catholics who,often unwittingly, have strayed.

The hungry sheep were not fed  so, as real sheep would, they ate whatever they could find, not realising how harmful it was.  Now, of course, they have developed a taste for it and will only return to proper Catholic beliefs and practice if they are shown, lovingly, why they are so much better.

Once lay people have been won back, their role will be to set a good example to each other by their reverence in church; by always genuflecting properly before the Blessed Sacrament; by  wearing suitable dress at Mass; by explaining and discussing together the teaching  from the pulpit; by supporting  parish priests and bishops in their efforts to make I.L. effective and by writing to the Catholic papers, correcting any misunderstandings and supporting sound teaching.

We have a busy Autumn programme of Prayer, Fasting and Study but the benefits of implementing this People’s Document are really worthwhile for, as the Preface says, it will assist our bishops in their ‘triple office of teaching, governing and sanctifying the People of God’.  At the same time by ensuring that the ‘law of prayer’ corresponds to ‘the law of faith’ each Catholic will be ‘brought closer to realising the Eucharist as the source and summit of their spiritual lives’.  Both are goals well worth striving for.

NOTICE BOARD

Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
On Tuesday 28th June the Holy Father launched the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, presenting copies to Bishops and  Heads of Religious Orders at a special ceremony in the Vatican.   The ‘pocket catechism’ was in the Roman shops on Thursday 30th when I  obtained two copies.  It really is ‘pocket sized’ being about as big as the average Penguin book with 160 pages of questions with full, but concise answers.  It follows the original Catechism of the Catholic Church  closely and contains an index and an appendix of common prayers.  The copy I bought in Rome was in Italian, but once this Catechism is available in English it will be a tremendous help, especially to parents, priests and teachers who have to instruct others in the faith.  As well as being true to the ‘big’ Catechism, whose pertinent paragraphs are indicated beside each question and answer, there are some beautiful and relevant illustrations which the Holy Father has decreed must be used when it is translated into various languages.  He has also decreed that when the prayers are put into the vernacular, the Latin version must be included beside each one.

EWTN

EWTN  Catholic television is now  available on   SKY  CHANNEL  680

There is no fee to receive EWTN just the SKY box and antenna and you can watch Catholic devotions, talks,interviews, sermons, lives of saints, news coverage and children’s programmes 24 hours a day, all in English except for those in German from 5-6 p.m.  
Catechetics for children
Catechetics for children now available on an American web-site, www.Catechismclass. com  every weekday from 7a.m. to 7.30 a.m. with a test on  Fridays.

Chavagnes International School for boys

Chavagnes International School for boys in France now has a sister school, Our Lady of Good News Girls School, nearby.  Both schools have daily Mass, and devotions, Catholic religious instruction given by the talented apologist Raymond de Souza, tuition to IGCSE and A levels, many sports, and opportunities for music, drama,etc.  For  more info’ write to the Headmistress, Mrs Christine Baldauf-Lloyd, at 96, rue du calvaire, 85250 Chavagnes en Paillers, France, or e-mail her at labonnenouvelle@ chavagnes.org or NELLOYD@FISH.CO.UK.  The school is looking for a Catholic Housemother at present and would be grateful if you can help.

PRO FIDE FORUM

The next Meeting will be held on Saturday 22nd October at St. Vincent's Convent, Carlisle Place, Victoria, London, at 1.30 pm till 5 pm. and is entitled, Action Today
1. Reflections on the Sacrificial Element of the Mass. Speaker - Fr. Robert Copsey SOLT,

2. A Look At Instrumentum Labori, the responses to the Questionnaire on the Blessed Eucharist issued by the Vatican. Speaker - Mrs. Daphne McLeod, Chairman of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. Admission £5.00

The following talks recorded at the April 9th meeting in London entitled, 'The Church Always, Under Attack, are available on audio cassettes or MP3 CD

A. Where Is The Ecumenism Virus Taking Us? by Anthony Fraser, editor of APPROPOS £4.30

B. Will Your Grandchildren Be Catholics?  by Robert Williams £4.30

C. The Da Vinci Code - A Firewall Against Truth by Michael Akerman £4.30

D. Question and Answer Session. £3.00

E. The set of four recordings are available on one MP3 CD for £12.00 This requires an MP3 CD player, or a DVD player with MP3 facilities, or better still, a computer.

All prices include UK postage.  Add 10% for overseas.

Orders to: Christus Vincit Productions, P.O. Box 14, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 8EQ. (Phone credit card orders to 01328 864447)

A MASS TO REMEMBER !

I was fortunate enough to spend the last week of June in Rome with some friends, so, with thousands of others, we were able to assist at Pope Benedict XVI’s first Papal Mass for the feast of Saints Peter and Paul on 29th June.  Rome was packed with pilgrims from all over the world, so we hurried down to St Peter’s Square in good time for ten o’clock.  The Holy Father was offering Mass in St Peter’s Basilica, but television screens were put up in the Square outside so that we, and the thousands of others packed into the Square, could follow the Holy Sacrifice without any problems. 



Pope Benedict said the Novus Ordo Mass in Latin and as every close-up showed him to be immersed in prayer, the vast crowd outside also became quiet and prayerful, catching the profound reverence of their Holy Father. Before the Offertory the Pope bestowed the Pallium on thirty two new Archbishops, including His Grace Stanislaw Dziwisz, who served the late Pope John Paul II so faithfully as Secretary.  He is now Archbishop of Cracow, an appointment the many Poles present obviously thoroughly approved.

It was moving to watch each new Archbishop solemnly promising “fidelity and obedience” to the Holy, Apostolic, Roman Church and to the Supreme Pontiff, and then to see Pope Benedict arrange the Pallium of pure wool round his neck, giving each one a few private words. Then the Mass proceeded with everybody singing the Nicene Creed as in the Missa de Angelus.  We all had books for the Mass giving the words and music for all the parts sung by the people.  So, led by the magnificant choir in the Basilica, we were able to sing together even though we came from so many different countries.

At the Consecration the silence was even deeper and it was edifying to see so many people fall to their knees, even though the cobbles of St Peter’s Square are far from soft.  Holy Communion was given by the Pope and other bishops in St Peter’s and  distributed very carefully outside.  Many priests came and stood behind barriers already erected where we formed orderly queues to receive Our Blessed Lord.

When Mass was over the Holy Father went to his apartments and appeared at the window to say The Angelus  with us.  As it was now five past twelve he apologised charmingly for being a little late, before reciting the prayers in Latin, with the crowd responding likewise.

He then welcomed the bishops, priests and people who had come from all over the world to be present on this great day and graciously thanked the Delegation from the  Patriarch of Constantinople for their presence.  The Pope gave his Fatherly greetings to very many of the groups present in their own language and ended a wonderful morning by giving us all his Apostolic Blessing.

There seemed to be a really festive atmosphere in Rome that day.  Everyone was smiling and greeting each other in their own language and many parents with young children, settled themselves around the pillars to eat their picnics. We felt very privileged to be part of this ‘happy family’.

EDUCATION ! EDUCATION ! EDUCATION !

Sadly, the problem with combined Catholic/Anglican Senior schools giving joint religious instruction has not been resolved.  The first such school, “St Francis of Assisi College”, is due to open in September 2005 in Liverpool.  Both Catholic and non-Catholic pupils will be given religious instruction together from the approved Catholic textbook ICONS.  It is no surprise that the Anglican authorities have accepted ICONS, as it contains very little about the Catholic Faith.

These R.E. lessons will be given by either Catholic or non-Catholic teachers, but in practice they will most likely be from Anglican lady vicars as there are so many of them who are not stipended and who earn their living by teaching religion.  Although ICONS does not reflect the truths or the morals of the Catholic Church adequately, in the hands of a good Catholic teacher it can be corrected and supplemented.  However, this can not be done if it is taught by a believing Anglican, so many essential  Doctrines and Morals will just not be covered.

Understandably this practice goes against Canon Law of 1983, where we read in Canon 804  S2 that  the local Ordinary must be careful that those appointed to teach religion are “ out-standing in true Doctrine, in the witness of their life and in their teaching ability.”  Non-Catholic teachers may well be able teachers but we can hardly expect them to fully understand Catholic Doctrine or to live by Catholic Moral teaching.  I know many of you have written to your diocesan bishops as we have, protesting that this is not acceptable.  Unfortunately, those who bothered to reply wrote that combined schools were a necessity if we were to have Catholic schools at all.  This showed they missed the point entirely.  

We are prepared to accept that combined Anglican/Catholic schools are needed because Catholic parents are not having the large families we expected when we built our Senior schools in the sixties. That is not the problem.  What we are concerned about is the joint religious instruction, which is not necessary.  We could have combined schools where Catholic pupils were taught the Faith separately by Catholic teachers while the non-Catholic pupils are being taught by their own teachers.  This is perfectly workable, as the King David Senior School for Jewish children, also in Liverpool, has shown.  

This school accepts a large number of non-Jewish pupils, but they are careful to keep the religious instruction separate.  Jewish pupils are taught their faith by Jewish teachers while the others are taught by teachers  sharing their beliefs.  This works extremely well.  It is impressive that the Jewish authorities take steps to safeguard the faith of their young people, but very sad that our Catholic leaders are prepared to let our youngsters get the confused and minimal instruction inevitable if given by a non-believer. Our bishops should learn from our Jewish brethren.

Now that we have the Instrumentum  laboris  the situation becomes more critical.  Schools will now be required to give intensive on-going catechesis on the Sacrament of Penance; on the true nature of sin and conscience; on mortal and venial sin; on being in a state of Grace; on the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays; on the Real Presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament; on the Sacrificial  nature of the Mass; on proper dress and behaviour at Mass; on Gregorian Chant; on Catholic teaching on marriage and many other concepts which are much too demanding for a non-Catholic, who does not subscribe to these beliefs, let alone understand how to teach them.

Even Catholic teachers will need help from well structured Courses, not given by our present catechetical’ experts’ whose ‘ poor and false teachings’ have led to our problems, but sound Catholic Courses which will enrich the teachers’ faith and enable them to teach their pupils effectively.  However we cannot expect non-Catholics to attend such Courses or to benefit from them if they do not believe. It is not too late for our Bishops to resolve this problem by joining with the Anglicans in combined schools if they must, but insisting that the Religious Instruction is given separately.  This is what we must pray and work for.

It is impossible to over-estimate the importance of this issue, for if we fail to pass all the Truths and Morals of the Catholic faith on to the  rising generations we cannot expect the Church to survive in this country. The young are the future of the Church and if they leave it from ignorance of its true teaching, the Church has no future in this country.  So keep writing to the bishops and to Rome and above all keep praying.
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